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For Sale

The committee has decided it is time to pass on the RED ‘08’ electric loco.
This loco has caused us the most amount of problems (which are listed
below),
also we now have a reliable “Growler” which allows us the opportunity to give
the public a change of scene with different motive power.
Beware this isn’t being sold as a ready to run engine. It also does not
automatically come with a locker, as the space is required for the “Growler”.

The faults are:

- The engine really requires rewiring as it regularly blows the pot for the
throttle, although this has happened several times nobody has yet
found why, and nobody is willing to strip the engine down to rewire it.

- About 2 years back the engine was fitted with a new control box as the
original failed; not sure why but probably the wiring of the engine was
something to do with it.

- The chassis could do with being stripped to the frames and rebuilding
improving the fits and tolerances on some of the components.

- It is fitted with a parking brake that is connected to a micro switch so
when the brake is on the power is cut to the loco. It is also fitted with a
jack plug socket at each end so you are able to join more than one of
the same engines together.

- This loco is being offered to society members first, in case there is
someone interested in a project, any members that are interested are
invited to put a sealed bid into the committee in excess of £500 by the
date below.

Please send your bids to the Secretary (John Ely).

If anybody wishes to view the engine, they are most welcome to attend the
club any Saturday or Sunday before the closing date and somebody will on
hand to show you the engine.

Closing date for bids is SATURDAY 8TH JANUARY 2005

The Committee



Editors Notes

To start, we would like to announce the sad news of the death of Dick Burge;
he passed away about 4 weeks ago. Although Dick was no longer a member
at Beech Hurst, as his obituary says, he has done a phenomenal amount of
work at the club over the past 4 decades and that thanks to much of his
efforts the club is what it is today.
After that sad note, may we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy
New Year. With 2004 slowly drifting away, darkness falling by 1600 and the
Winter Solstice nearly upon us, it must be Christmas again, no sign of snow
yet though!! That will be saved for New Years day!!
We wish to thank the contributors to the October edition, who are, Mike, Bob
Youldon, Enid Marten, ‘ourselves’ and the ‘regulars’. It was another
substantial edition, with a good few articles and updated jokes page.
This edition should keep you amused for a little while or so, with articles from
Vince, Chris, ‘ourselves’ and the ‘regulars’. The jokes page has been omitted
from this edition to make way for a Christmas Quiz page. There are also
articles about the Winter Work, Bonfire Night, Passenger Figures, an obituary
for Dick Burge and an updated Diary of Events. Please note that there will be
the usual steam up on New Years Day from about 1000, with all welcome. We
hope that there is something for everyone in this edition again, so please read
on and enjoy…

Andrew & Mark
New E-mail Address

Following my new home address in the last edition, I now have a new e-mail
address too, at my new flat in Lindfield. My new address is as follows:

andy@andybrock.net
Andrew

For The Future

As of November, Dave Keast has taken over the updating and progression of
the website from Mark Allen. Thanks to Mark and his Dad for building the
website from scratch and also to Dave for taking it over. Regular updates will
continue throughout 2005 and if you need to contact Dave for anything
regarding the website, his e-mail is:

davidg@dkeast.fsnet.co.uk
Andrew

Chairman’s Notes

At the last meeting of your committee the subject of bad language in and
around the club was raised. Members should remember that we operate in a
park well within earshot of the public, a good percentage of which are young
children. We also have a duty to the parents of our junior members to
moderate our language whilst their children are in our presence. This bad
language is not used in an abusive way but in a descriptive manner and it

mailto:andy@andybrock.net
mailto:davidg@dkeast.fsnet.co.uk


would be appreciated if members would think before using such language
when in front of juniors or the public. Many members probably do not realise
how often they swear and if we had a swear box we would not need to run for
the public. This is the end of the moan.
The Beech Hurst Bonfire Society (a specialist branch of the SMLS, composed
of one full time pyromaniac and a few amateur ones) really excelled
themselves this year with the production of a 0-6-0 tank loco painted,
cheekily, in EWS colours. Construction of the loco took place during the week
before bonfire night and following normal proceedings a sweepstake was held
as to how long a radio would last in the inferno. Thanks are due to Sandy,
ably assisted by my Mother, who cooked the hot food. Another good bonfire
night, thanks to all involved.
The SMLS has finally entered the 21st century with the acquisition of a
computer purchased at a very favourable price from one of our members. The
monitor has been upgraded to a flat screen one and the keyboard and mouse
to cordless operation to enable the computer to be stored and operated from
within a cupboard. The operator will not need to sit in the cupboard!! This
computer will not be connected to the Internet but will allow members to view
our web site, which will be preloaded. The printing of posters and leaflets can
also be undertaken. Any technophobes are welcome to ask the more
computer literate to give them a demonstration of the machines capabilities,
when time permits. Computers should be viewed merely as a tool and not with
apprehension as they enable the operator to perform a multitude of tasks,
hopefully with relative ease (sometimes though, with a lot of frustration!).
It is with sadness that I have to report the passing of Dick Burge. Dick was
one of our senior members who over the many years of his membership
contributed a great deal to the Society.
Finally I would like to wish all members and their families Season’s Greetings
and a Happy New Year.

Don
Winter Work

As mentioned in the October edition, we would keep everyone up to date with
the goings on during the winter months, when running has stopped and it is
the season for maintenance.
There are no major, major projects going
on this year, but the track along the
bowling green straight has been
renewed (see picture left), with new and
recycled sleepers and rail. This section
completed around a month ago, a small
section of track is now being worked on
in the short tunnel, this section is being
‘turned’ to gain adhesion on the up hill
climb and is anticipated to be completed
by early December, with a further section

towards the North end of Wick tunnel being started in January and February,
in readiness for testing etc… in early March. Mike, Geoff and John Gange are
currently working on this, with a small band of willing helpers!



Andrew and Mark have been busy replacing the bearings on quite a few
trolleys over the last two months. Of the 112 bearings we have to maintain on
the trucks, around half of those have been replaced this year and about 60
last year. It is not known how many miles a bearing should last for, but we
estimate each trolley covers up to 2000-3000 miles per year, many of those
laps with heavy loads. A clear record is now being kept of when bearings are
being replaced, to see how many miles/years we are getting out of a bearing
and if the way we change them is correct. Daniel and Josh are also giving
them a quick touch up as the bearings are finished, before returning to the
carriage shed. We are hoping to be finished by Christmas with a view to start
making modifications to the tool store and extending two of the six carriage
shed roads by March next year to gain extra space in the carriage shed.
Regulars to the club will have noticed a
new bench out on the lawn. The bench
donated from Les Warnett has been
refurbished and a concrete pad made on
the lawn to take the bench, which is
bolted down with six retaining screws
(see picture left). We are not planning to
reinstate the Cooksbridge Seat Back on
the bench, in case it is stolen. However a
Beech Hurst one could be made in it’s
place and similarly bolted to the top

wooden slat instead.
John Midderigh has been busy raking up the colossal amount of leaves that
seem to accumulate this time of year. It seems an ongoing job for several
months at the moment!
Other jobs that are progressing at the moment include the new prototype
signal post, which Steve Turner is currently working on, our new computer,
which is being modified to fit in a cupboard in the clubroom, complete with flat
screen monitor etc and also the completion of a path to the end of the head
shunt to avoid damaging too much grass and trying to keep ourselves mud
free!! We will continue to update these pages every other month to keep you
informed about the work in progress and include photographs where possible.

Andrew & Mark
Dick Burge

By now I am sure you are all aware that Dick Burge passed away on 25th

October 2004 after a long illness.
Many of you will know Dick but unfortunately remember the recent events and
his eventual dismissal from the Society.
This is not the Dick Burge I want to remember but the helpful hard working
member of both the East Grinstead Model Engineering Society and our own.
I first knew Dick when I joined the EGMES in 1971 at the age of eleven. He
was always the one to encourage others and particularly the youngsters
always ensuring that at the end of a days running the engine would be
handed to those who deserved a drive.
Back in the sixties he started to build a “Britannia” but realised it was to be a
long-term project so he built an “Ajax” so that he had something to run. This
engine exceeded everyone’s expectations and was a regular runner, both on



the portable track and at Beech Hurst. It handled a 4 car train with ease and
on one occasion won our loco trials.
Being an electrical engineer Dick turned his interests slightly and built an
electric BO-BO locomotive. At the time this was quite an unusual form of
motive power, particularly for Beech Hurst and many didn’t like it! Dick stuck
with the project and the loco went on to earn a considerable amount money
and respect. It was a far cry from the type of electric locos we see today with
electronic controls. The BO-BO had just 3 speed positions, 1 = resistors, 2 =
motors in series and 3 = motors wired in parallel.
Over the years we have been to many exhibitions or “Bit & Pieces” evenings
and at several of these the “Brit” parts would appear! They’d never change
from the first day I saw them, and I’m sure they are in his workshop today just
the same. This was not through being lazy, nobody could ever say Dick was
lazy, he has produced and worked on so many things over the years. At the
East Grinstead Club he was heavily involved in the original build of the 2 Club
locos (Maid of Kent and a GERT) the rolling stock, track etc. In 1975 the EG
Club moved premises so he then got involved in the repair of the building,
wiring etc. Most weekends were either taken up at Fetes, Carnivals or at
Beech Hurst. He was Secretary for the EGMES for around 50 years and also
Chairman at Beech Hurst for many years.
As I write this I keep remembering more things that he got involved with. At
Beech Hurst he was involved in the extension as well as continuing to run the
railway. He got named the “Midnight Bricky” because he would regularly run
during the afternoon then start on some brickwork during the evening, which
went on well into the night. Dick built a fair proportion of the brickwork we
have around us today at the Club.
In the early 1990’s the Ajax boiler failed, this was not surprising after the work
it had done for the last 25 years, he then had the opportunity the buy the late
John Seymour’s “7F”. This engine he kept running until a couple of years ago
making various modifications/repairs. This of course took up time and sadly
he never got the Ajax back on the road.
If you could bottle and sell enthusiasm then Dick should have been a
millionaire! In amongst all he did for the 2 Clubs he managed to keep his
home life in order and had 2 daughters. I will always remember every
Wednesday evening when we left the EG Club at about 10pm he would head
off to see his sister. He also had a keen interested in classical music and
enjoyed sailing.
I am sure you will all remember Dick’s regular Cock-up! And that was to sit in
the station talking to the passengers with the injector on! I don’t have enough
fingers or toes to count the times he did that.
A lot of Dick’s adventures were also captured on cine film, which includes the
tunnel dig and some of the early running at both Clubs, it would be a shame if
all that history got lost.
I am not trying to paint a rosy picture of Dick because at times I could have
strangled him! Once he got the bit between his teeth he didn’t let go, even if
the majority ruled otherwise. I suppose that is what made him unique.
Personally I will miss him, not because he was a great mate, because he
wasn’t, but because he was a grafter, an inventor and an individual that stood
up for what he believed in.

Vince



Passenger statistics for our 51st season - 2004

This year was a surprise for most of us watching the progress of the new
restaurant and the consequent loss of car parking spaces.
We seem to have been lucky this year as, in spite of some damp weather, we
did not lose any running days, probably as a result of having “modern traction”
on hand to take on a service in the event of an improvement later in the
afternoons.
The numbers must be boring to some by now, so I will keep this year’s report
short.
Total passengers carried in 2004, 37,944.
All time passengers carried, 1,131,391.
The average for the 51 seasons is now, 22,184.
On one day late in the year we managed to carry 1,400 in one session, which
must be just about on our limit to handle passengers safely.
The track lap counter had a fit this year also recording over 20,000 train laps
for the year, this of course includes the fun running and the set-up and pack-
up trains as well.
So, this year was the second busiest ever, following the bumper year of 1974
when the extension opened, the passenger count was only 281 short of
equalling that year!
We ran 76 days over a season of 29 weeks.
Perhaps we need to ask the drivers to find out how many miles they ran in
service, but I guess that some must have clocked up many hundreds.

Chris Saunders

EdNo. The bar graph below illustrates the number of passengers carried per
season,
up to and including last year – info courtesy of Chris!!



Christmas Quiz

For the past few years we have tried to include a
Christmas quiz in the December edition of the Beech Hurst
news, which should keep you amused for a few minutes or
so. This year’s, just like the last couple have been taken
from our ‘guest publication’ (see image left) ‘Railway
Puzzle Book’, which Andrew got when he was a bit
younger (a ‘pint-sized’ 10 year old, or thereabouts!). The
following are twenty questions, which we hope you find
interesting and see if you can answer them correctly.

Andrew & Mark

The answers to all twenty questions will appear in the February edition.



The Social Scene: Bonfire Night

The usual bonfire night celebrations were held on November 6th this year, only
a day later than the real thing, but well worth the wait anyhow. After about 3
weeks of collection, there must have been more wood for this years fire than
the previous few, in fact the only time we can remember more was when
Roger Coleman’s barn roof was burnt about 7 or 8 years ago and the trailer
with the wood was taken over a hastily arranged (and very flimsy) bridge
(something like one anyway) by the footbridge to save carrying the pieces too
far to get to the top field.
This years effort was mainly supported by Peter Marten’s shed, a tree etc…
from Ray’s garden and a huge delivery from Ray’s friend Bob, who turned up
the Saturday before and delivered a transit load (full it was too!) of old wooden
furniture. Deciding on a design was proving a bit tricky, but after a little time, it
was decided to do what we had planned for several years and build an engine
out of the scraps. During the previous week the engine was taking shape in
the workshop, with the smokebox, front buffer beam, chimney etc… fabricated
from some of the wood, that left the boiler, cab and chassis to make on the
day.
Progress was quite steady during the
Saturday afternoon, with the engine
taking shape, complete with wheels,
coupling rods, cab, dome & safety valves
etc… The shed was then hastily re-
erected behind the engine to imitate a
station building, with the platform in front
of that. The trees and shrubbery were
then used to fill the station and back fill
behind it to keep it all steady, whilst the
engine received finishing touches to the
chassis and superstructure and finally a

coat of paint. The only missing thing was
the driver (guy) that was being dealt with
by James and Daniel Ely. There was
also the small point of this year’s
sweepstake. Started last year the sweep
usually involves an electric device of
some description which is placed near to
the point of ignition, with a timer keeper
watching on how long it survives until it
stops working. Last years TV Set lasted

8mins 22secs, this year we had Andrew’s radio cassette player, which was
used to play a cassette specially recorded with engine sounds. It was to be
placed on the running plate adjacent to the smokebox, with the fire lit under
the smokebox, so the draught should create smoke and fire up the chimney.
The fire was lit at about 1800, and after a sluggish start was well underway,
with the cassette lasting 10mins 20secs, even though it too was well alight
and still playing!!



Once the fire was dying down, it was time for food with baked potatoes, beans
and cheese, followed by pies and gateaux. The fireworks followed at about
2000 and lasted for a good 45mins, with another good display with the money
collected in this year’s kitty.
All that remained was the clear up! Andrew went to the club at about 0830 on
the Sunday morning and spent a good couple of hours raking over and
removing the hot (and it was hot too!) ash from the field.
Thanks must go to Andrew for the collection of wood and the clear up
operation, Vince & Dave as chief architects, Sandy and Don’s Mum for the
catering and everybody who helped to build the bonfire and who donated to
the firework kitty, it is what you make it and the more we have the better it is!!
Roll on next year!!

Andrew & Mark

The Social Scene: Nosh Night

The annual Christmas nosh and games took place last Saturday night. With
34 people in the clubhouse, it was cosy to say the least, but with excellent
food and after dinner games, it proved a very successful evening once again.
Thanks especially to Val and John West for the catering, Ray for the after
dinner games (competition high as ever) and Don for pre-arrangements and
money collection etc… Again, roll on next year!!

Andrew & Mark
Diary of Events

1st January 2005 – New Years Day Run – Will start at approx. 1000.

6th January 2005 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900.

3rd February 2005 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900.

3rd March 2005 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900.

25th March 2005 – Start of 2005 running season – Good Friday.

**It is hoped that one or two talks and other possible social events may be
organised during the winter season. These will, where possible, be advertised
prior to their date in this newsletter, but in the event that these are organised
within the two months between news’ then the information for such events will
only be displayed on the website and in the clubhouse at Beech Hurst.**

N.B. Other events are not always shown in the diary of events because they
have been arranged at short notice; check black/notice board for more details.

Andrew & Mark


