
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear all, 

I would like thank all the contributors in this week’s edition for supplying me 
with all their material by last weekend. It has made it very easy for me to 
compile issue 18 early. I had my Covid test on Monday 20th and I was told if I 
hear nothing turn up on Wednesday at 7.30 am prepared for the op. 
I am finalizing this at 19.00 on Tuesday and at present it is still looking hopeful. 
If all goes well this will hit your machines when I am back in the land of the 
living and looking forward to release from the hospital. 
Stay safe 
Mike   
 
Brief club house NEWS  
Latest News on the roof. 

We have now spoken with Kaycee Roofing and they have confirmed subject to 
final agreement on the order details that they will be able to start work on the 
roof end of August, early September dependant on availability of materials. 

I again would like to thank Andrew S for all the work he has done on this 
venture to make it happen during lockdown which has saved us several months 
on this project. I would also add my thanks to John B and Roy P for the support 
and guidance they have given Andy on this project. Well done. 

We will need between now and then to put together a team of the young and 
more able members to empty out the roof, which we do believe can be 
achieved whilst maintaining social distancing. 

Re a fun run for members.  

Andrew S is still chasing for a response from the MSDC. 



 
 

Finances. 

We have had some other good news on this front, we have received a refund 
from EDF, for the electricity we haven’t used totalling to £744.07. Thanks again 
to Graham Miller who is busy behind the scenes chasing the grants and 
refunds, paying all our bills and filling in the necessary paperwork to ensure we 
do not miss out on anything that is available to us. 

 

 
Graham in action. 

 

The gardening team has been going great guns and it has been joined by Roy 
Preston and John Green. It now comprises of Mike P, Graham Miller, Dave 
Mattingley Andrew S, Roy P and John Green. They have now reduced the need 
for a weekly visit to catch up on the growth and have now entered an every 
other week maintaining mode. Roy has also walked the line and is pretty 
comfortable with the state of the track. 
Many thanks for all the hard work they have done to achieve this. 
 
Thanks to Andrew Brock for his latest excellent Newsletter, Tom and Andrew S 
and Andrew B for continuing to maintain the security patrols. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Wharfedale Article 14      
 

. 
In service 30th May 2016. 

 
In service 30th May 2016. 

 
 



 
 

Mike P’s Musings No.17 
From the age of 10 un l 17, I lived just a stone’s throw from the railway at 
Nutbourne on the Brighton –Portsmouth line. To get to where most of the 
steam was in the mid-six es, I’d take one of the old two car electric sets to 
Fra on, change onto a thumper coming out of Portsmouth or even the 
Harbour, and ride it round through Cosham, Fareham, to Southampton.   
When I wasn’t at Southampton Central, I would o en take the train the short 
distance to Eastleigh, and then walk back over the bridge to the works and 
steam sheds. A stop on the bridge o en saw steam pass underneath, and if you 

med the squeeze on the primi ve shu er on my “Woolies” camera about 
right,  a reasonable photo could be obtained. (Two standard 2-6-4T tanks 
passing under, 80133 and 80016).  

 
From the bridge, it wasn’t far down to the sheds and we would just walk in and 
look around. Nobody asked what we were doing in there, as long as we kept 
out of the way! The smell of hot grease and steam is unmistakeable, even 
today, and yet I have seldom recreated that smell on a model…I think it’s that 
grease and steamy floorboards smell that is part of the nostalgia. 
Once I wrote to the manager of Eastleigh works and got on a group tour 
around, watching all the loco repairs going on. Unlike the sheds, it was 
necessary to join a guided tour for the workshops.  
 



 
 

 
I’ve included a photo of 2-6-2T no.41319 taken from the pla orm at Eastleigh 
in 1967, looking in amazingly clean condi on, in its last days. The reason I show 
this is because you can see the new sleepers and ballast and electrified track. 
This was the last me I was in Eastleigh sheds, because I had entered as usual 
and before long was ushered out with the words, “ sorry son, you can’t come in 
here anymore, it’s all being electrified!” So, that was that!! End of an era! 
A er Eastleigh, one of the very last places I saw BR steam up close was in that 
same year 1967 in Salisbury sheds. From Salisbury sta on, you had to walk 
down the road a li le and could get in by a small entrance near some of the 
offices at the back of the sheds. …again, nobody bothered us and we used to 
look around freely both in the gloomy shed and out in the yard. In mid-1967, 
lots of the last working steam locos in the southern area were coming to the 
sheds and having coupling and connec ng rods removed ready to be dragged 
away, coupled up in threes and fours to the scrapyards. One day, suddenly the 
staff came around and ushered us out. We were told some fool had climbed a 
lamp post in the yard to get a photo and had fallen down!  Whether that was 
true or not, I don’t know, but I never again entered a BR steam shed…really the 
end!  
 
I’ve included a couple of photos, one of No.41312 and another of USA tank 
No.30064 beside the coaling area in Salisbury shed. On the back of the photos I 
had wri en, “No. 41312 in steam for the last me July 8th, and No. 30064 near 
the turntable behind the shed…the last USA in steam”.   



 
 

 

 
These were sad days indeed for steam, and Salisbury sheds are no more. I think 
it is a housing estate now, much like Swindon works.  In fact, I remember 
reading somewhere that when they were preparing the site for building, they 
excavated one of the old ash pits between the rails and found some of the 
connec ng rods that had been removed in 1967 and dumped in the pit. 
Mike P. 



 
 

Andrew Ellis. 
 
This week Andrew has included another couple of paintings. 
One he finished last Sunday sat in the garden. And the lower one he painted 
this view of Crib Goch in Snowdonia for a friend of his years ago in acrylics.  

 
 

 
Crib Goch in Snowdonia 



 
 

Dolls House? What next? :- 
 
To Quote Andrew “It was inspired by the Opera Garnier in Paris. Completely 
over the top. Fun to build though.” 
The theatre is 1:24th scale, has working auditorium lights, full sound (and 
rather good acous cs) and a fully working stage rig with drops, ligh ng rigs, 
safety curtain and main curtain. 
 

       
 
 

       
 



 
 

               
 
 
 

  
Stage set to go. 

 
Andrew E. To be con nued:- 
 



 
 

News From Afar - 16 .  

        
 

Weather. Winter..Say no more..  Yes, I know you have seen them before, but 
the ‘B….y’ Black ‘cockies’ are back destroying my tree again.  
 

These are what they are a er. The seeds inside. I have to use a hammer to 
open them. They do not. Watch your fingers. 

Track Work. 
 

 Le  shows the ’uns tched’ track, 
that is one rail undone, and moved 
to near its new alignment. This was 
done on Friday 17th. The radius is 
taken from a datum, but in the end 
the curve is ‘eyeballed’, working on 
the premise that if it looks right, it 
probably is. With luck and good 

Black Cockatoo 

 



 
 

weather, we will start pu ng it all back together on Sunday 19th with 
comple on hopefully Monday. 
 

More birds, but ones I bet you never see 
in your garden. These are Grass Parrots. 
Usually near invisible on the ground, but 
for once seen on a perch. 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
Pesky Wabbits.  
 
One of hundreds on our 
block. Can the person 
who gave them to us, 
please give us your 
return address as we 
have enough now. 
 
 
 
 

Saturday was a ‘domes c’ day, that is I didn’t go to the track. Last week or 
whenever, Eric with the trac on engine ‘George’, brought along a number of 
different pressure gauges that belonged to his grandfather, I believe.  Some are 
shown below. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
They are from various countries. England, USA, Sweden and even Australia 
would you believe. 
 
It is not known if they work or not. It doesn’t really ma er. All I was concerned 
about was, that if le  where they were, they would be lost to heavens knows 
where. I, yes I, decided to keep them in one lot, clean them up and put them 
on a display board. 
Today, at home, I began the process. 
 Below is shown a before and a er, showing what can be done. 
 

The one on the right is of unknown origin to me. At the bo om is the word 
“DYOLF”? 



 
 

 
 
 
Perhaps it means something to you good people.  
 
 
Below is shown what can happen when you think 

something is glass and you try and clean it with a ‘Dremel’. Bad move and the 
next period of an hour was spent making a new one out of acrylic in my’ bits 
box’. 
 

I started ge ng some of the 
worst muck off the gauges with a 
solu on of Citric acid. This 
appeared to work OK followed by 
metal polish (Autosol’), not 
‘Brasso’, as my wife doesn't like 
the smell in the house. One down, 
ten to go. 
 
 

 
 Early morning visitors, just a er first light 
Sunday at around 7.00 am. Why have one 
when you can have a pair. Actually it was a 
family group of five. 
King Parrots. 

 

 
 

Stay well. David - Canberra -20 July 2020 
 
 



 
 

Part 4  Norman Payne 
 

A Boilersmith’s Appren ceship. 

 
Another view of Eastleigh works, this me taken in 1952, showing how the 

asbestos lagging was fi ed to the boiler, in this case, of a bullied ‘Pacific’ 
 

Hazards of the job 
Occasionally it was necessary to go into hot fireboxes to re-expand 
tubes. The fire would be removed and later, and asbestos blanket 
placed over the brick arch. We would enter the firebox to a end to 
the work in short bursts, leaning over or climbing on the arch to 
expand the tubes. 
The reader should understand that working condi ons and values in 
the days of my appren ceship were very different to now. Safety was 
always a high priority and habits such as jumping across pits or going 
in between vehicles could be very hazardous. One cleaner got 
trapped between the buffers of two locomo ves and when they were 
parted he fell into the inspec on pit and died. 
O en problems stayed between working colleagues in those days. 
For example, the day before my wedding, my colleagues took me to 



 
 

the local pub to celebrate. A er lunch my work colleague fell asleep 
having drunk too many pints of beer. This le  me to complete the job 
on a locomo ve which he had been previously working on. That 
a ernoon I worked on my own, refi ng tubes following a tube hole 
ligament bridge crack repair. Meanwhile, my mate slept the effects 
off in the corner of the locomo ve cab. We covered the job and 
covered up for each other in those days. 
Another workplace incident I remember was whilst working at 
Ashford Works. A welder was working inside a tender tank welding in 
a patch. This was located well inside towards the front, a posi on 
which necessitated him crawling through and obstruc ons with 
equipment, making access very difficult. Another man was messing 
about, causing much annoyance to the welder by turning his welding 
plant off once he had entered the tank. This was repeated five mes 
and each me the welder had to come all the way out to switch the 
welding set back on. He was so annoyed that on the last me he hid 
in the coal space where he could see the culprit doing it. He saw the 
man turn off the welding set yet again and armed with a piece of 
metal plate, he threw it at the man, hi ng him in the legs. He 
needed hospital treatment, and was absent for some weeks! 
Another incident I remember also happened whilst I was working at 
Ashford Works. In the Erec ng Shop, an engine was being moved by 
two overhead gantry cranes when it bumped into another engine 
posi oned on stands over a pit. The locomo ve fell off the stands 
into the pit. This disrupted the smooth flow of work for several days. 
During my stay at Ashford, we were involved with cu ng up engines 
for scrap. These “T14” Class engines were known as “Paddleboxes.” I 
remember they had a large flanged smokebox and eight -wheel 
tenders. Some were stored at Bricklayers Arms prior to cu ng up 
around 1958. 
When I think back, the typical issues at work were common to 
nowadays. A typical conversa on would be to discuss money and the 
pay rates. Demarca on existed within the trades and you did not 



 
 

carry out the work that fi ers would be expected to do. As a 
boilersmith who could also weld, you earned more than a normal 
boilersmith. However, many were tempted away as you could earn 
more money welding outside in commercial industry. Although the 
dirt was part of everyday life, most people did a conscien ous job 
and just accepted the dirt as part of the role. It must also be 
remembered that Bricklayers Arms depot was a pre y depressing 
place to work because the surroundings were s ll bombed out from 
the war. Within the depot, the “new shed” was bombed and had lost 
its roof. Typical worries revolved around the fairly strict system of 
supervision and rigid respect for those in charge. The situa on was 
soon to deteriorate from about the late 1950s. For example, we had 
a large barrel type stove we stood round to warm up in the cold 
season. Someone always kept a lookout in case the shedmaster came 
and caught you. Charlie Borer, our shedmaster, commanded a lot of 
respect. The same existed to a lesser extent with the foreman. 
On comple on of my appren ceship, I went to Eastleigh Works 
where the metallurgical department was. I returned to school to 
learn pressure welding. This was very hard as the standard was very 
high. Having completed the welding course, I was appointed 
boilersmith at the Bricklayers Arms. With the onset of modernisa on, 
electrifica on was fast approaching. The prospects for boilersmiths 
were not good because BR would not allow us to train and transfer to 
electrical trades, unlike the fi ng staff who were given this 
opportunity. In 1961 I le  BR as steam was disappearing from the 
South East. 
 

To be con nued:- 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Puzzle Corner.          
 

Lorema’s last week’s Challenge:- Road signs. 
1. Crossroads Ahead.  
2. Migratory Toad crossing ahead.  
3. No stopping on main carriage way (clearway).  
4. Tunnel ahead.                
5. All vehicles prohibited except cycles being pushed.  
6. Opening or swing bridge ahead.  
7. Risk of ice or packed snow.  
8. Railway level crossing without gate or barrier ahead.  
9. Cycle root ahead. 
10. Vehicles entering the junc on must give way to traffic from the right.  
11. Minimum speed 40MPH. 
12.  Steep hill down wards 10%. 
13. So  verges ahead. 
14. Tramcars crossing ahead. 
15. Pedestrians prohibited. 
16. Wild animals likely to be in road. 
17. Towed caravans prohibited. 
18. Road (conges on charge zone reminder) 
19. Slow vehicles on incline ahead. 
20. Slow moving military vehicles ahead. 
21. Zebra crossing ahead. 
22. Horse drawn vehicles prohibited. 
23. Frail or disabled pedestrians likely to cross ahead. 
24. Water course at side of road. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Lorema’s this week’s challenge: - The following are all popular 
meals or dishes, the clues are given as the ini al le er together with 
the number of le ers in the word.  
For example:- S5 & K6  P3 would be Steak and Kidney Pie.    
1 B5 & E4  
2 F4 & C5  
3 T4 i2 T3 H4  
4 R5 B4 & Y9 P7  
5 i5 S4  
6 W5 R7  
7 C7 P3  
8 L5 & B5  
9 B5 B5 O2 T5  
10 S7 D4 & C7  
11 B7 & M4  
12 S9 B10  
13 C6 C3 C5  
14 B5 & B6 P7  
15 C3 A2 V3  
16 C6 B4 P6  
17 T5 & 06  
18 L5 M8 P3  
19 F7 & M5 P4  
20 C7 T5 M6  
21 K8  
22 C6 & B8  
23 S9 P3  
24 J3 R4 P4  
25 C7 C4 M4  

 

My thanks go to all who keep sending me the material. 
If you have something for the NEWS please contact me  
 mike.wakeling@b nternet.com    Mobile 07921819724  


