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Editor
First Time Round: After a few 
last minute adjustments, and 
a hydraulic and steam test, 
John Baldwin’s ‘King’ finally 
made its debut appearance 
at Beech Hurst a couple of 
months back. A full report on 
its birth and construction 
appears inside… 



Editor’s Notes 
 
Well here we are, slightly into November but better late than never! I had planned 
this edition a week or so back but thought that it best with the current postal 
strikes to release it in time for Bonfire Night in order to get maximum collection 
opportunity. Apologies to those who rely on this Country's 'snail' mail system and 
I trust that this publication has arrived safely despite all the shenanigans going on 
at Royal Mail right now. 
It seems so long since the August edition was released and what a lot has gone 
on since then. We had another brilliant September and with the dry and settled 
weather holding through most of October too it was a very pleasant way to end 
what has been a very nice summer, if not the heat wave that was so widely 
forecast earlier in the year. Unfortunately all that dry weather meant it had to rain 
at some point and the last couple of weeks have certainly made up for the short 
fall with some quite inclement days to say the least. 
Anyway, that was then and this is now and on with the October edition... Thanks 
go to John Baldwin and Chris for their articles + all the usual articles on the 
recent and forthcoming events as well as an updated Diary of Events and a small 
Obituary written by myself for Dick Simmins, a long standing member of Beech 
Hurst who sadly passed away at the end of August, so please read on and 
enjoy... 

Andrew 
Chairman's Notes 
 
We have now come to the end of our running season for 2009 and thanks to so 
much hard work by so many members we can claim to have had a very 
successful year. We were also lucky with the weather which was mostly kind to 
us over the summer and autumn. The good fares result has enabled us to 
continue with our policy of spending on items that reduce our maintenance work. 
The clubhouse is now virtually paint free and the rear gates have also been 
replaced with a galvanised pair requiring no painting or attention. At the back, 
along the length of the carriage siding, we have had a wall built and a path laid 
which will make grass cutting of the rear lawn much easier, along with stock 
handling, as there is now a path on both sides of the track. At the lower point of 
the track, the area we call the 'jungle', a new fence has been fitted in place of the 
old 'time expired' chestnut paling fence which gave youngsters too much 
ammunition to lie across the track. Hopefully no repairs will be needed for a bit. 
The winter work schedule is beside the signing in book and I'm pleased to say 
that we are off to a good start with the jobs for this season. I've already re-laid a 
section of track by the tennis courts with all new sleepers and rail, thanks to help 
from a few good folk, and Geoff has started on preparing the two 'Pullman' sets 
for repainting this year, with help from Daniel. Peter Chapman has resumed work 
on the new carriage shed doors and Nick has done a full winter drain clearance, 
steam bay clean up and is busy painting the steaming bay trolley and signal 
board. John Midderigh has once again started the momentous task of leaf 
clearance, which seems to increase in size every year as the trees get bigger! 



Larger Andrew has tidied up the bunkers and rear compound, along with the 
spoil mound created from wall and path excavations, helped by not quite so large 
Andrew! Hamish has also been busy helping Nick on the drain and steaming bay 
works, as well as Mike on some track work. If I have been a bit biased in naming 
all our regular youngsters in this summary, I'm sure you will forgive me. I have 
been impressed with their efforts and commitment to some of the less glamorous 
jobs this year! Of course, thanks too to everyone else who has contributed to the 
winter work so far. 
We have had a big clear up again in the workshop. Please can I ask again that 
those people, who use the machines and work bench, clean up at the end of their 
session and put the tools, drills, materials etc... back in their correct (labelled) 
drawers. It doesn't take so long to do and it is just a courtesy to the next member 
who wants to find and use our tools! Thank you for your cooperation. 
One of the items discussed at our last committee meeting was the taking on of 
party groups next year. The number of groups has been rising year by year 
through word of mouth and this year we catered for about 20 birthday groups. 
We do not earn large sums from this service and it is a great deal of extra work 
which 'eats up' our weekend mornings. We have decided that for the foreseeable 
future we will no longer operate special birthday groups and will focus on our 2-
5pm slot only, with the exception of one or two charity group specials which we 
have operated before. We will not take on new groups of this kind. We felt that 
with the possibility of the number of specials rising again next year and the 
regular members operating specials getting older year by year we should apply 
the brake now! 
We also agreed at that meeting to allow Nick Edwards to operate alone with 2-
car steam (and electric) locos in passenger service next year. He has had lots of 
practise this year and has proved very steady and competent. This does not alter 
our rules and he is the only 'named exception' for next year (when he will be 17). 
At 18, he will finally be able to take on all driving roles with passengers, without a 
supervising driver (i.e. 4 car trains). 

Mike 
An Obituary for Dick Simmins 
 
It is with the greatest sadness that I report through these pages the passing of 
one of our longest serving members, Dick Simmins. Dick passed away peacefully 
at the end of August in Beech Hurst nursing home, just a stones throw from our 
railway where he gave best part of 40 years active service and was a member for 
nearly 50 years.  
Dick was very much interested in railways and was introduced to Beech Hurst in 
the 1960's. He soon became a regular active member and was often the Station 
Master of a Saturday afternoon or driving his 5” 'Dyak' locomotive in passenger 
service. Along with running and maintaining the 'Dyak', Dick was also in the latter 
stages of building an LBSCR 'I3' locomotive and was a very accomplished all 
round model engineer. Quite apart from the summer months, Dick was also a 
regular attendee during the winter time and would always lend a hand on a 
Saturday afternoon, turning his expertise to pretty much anything in the process. 



Away from the club, Dick spent much of his working life as a Heating Engineer, 
prior to that he worked for what was the then Southdown Motor Company at their 
bus garage in Haywards Heath. Dick was also very much a family man, this 
being encapsulated when he and wife Pat celebrated their Diamond wedding 
anniversary a couple of years ago – a very special achievement for any couple. 
Although I had only known Dick for a relatively short period during my years at 
Beech Hurst, I shall remember him purely as a very kind and polite man, one 
who it was definitely a very great pleasure to have known. 

Andrew 
60th Anniversary Ideas 
 
I have now got a number of ideas from various members regarding the 60th 
anniversary celebrations in 2011. Our next committee is scheduled for early 
January and we intend to discuss suggestions at that meeting in time for 
inclusion at the AGM in March. With this in mind I need any further thoughts or 
ideas by Christmas at the very latest, which will give us time to ponder them prior 
to the January meeting. I can be contacted by 'e' or 'snail' mail (see front cover 
for details) or I am at the club most weekends if you wish to discuss! At this stage 
anything goes but is subject to final scrutiny! 

Andrew 
Sandown Park Exhibition 
 
In just over month we will be attending the Model Engineering Show at Sandown 
Park and we now have final details of our stand and location etc... In the 'Clubs' 
hall we have been fortunate to be given the biggest pitch in probably the most 
advantageous position and we intend to make full use of it. A growing list of 
volunteers is on the blackboard in the clubhouse and we will, in the next week or 
so, need to confirm the names of the volunteers and models being taken. Details 
of the event, Exhibitors and Club stands can be found on the internet at 
www.modelengineeringshow.co.uk for anybody who is interested in visiting the 
show during the 3 days of the 11th, 12th and 13th December. A report on the event 
will then appear in the December edition of the newsletter the following weekend. 
Having been at the Shepton Mallet show for 2 days last year I am thoroughly 
looking forward to exhibiting at this venue and I hope we can show what a well 
developed, friendly and progressive club we really are. 

Andrew 
Recent Social Events… 
 
With the close of the season very much upon us it was our turn to take a day 
away from Beech Hurst when we visited the Malden DSME track at Thames 
Ditton at the beginning of October. Each and every recent year we have been 
there the weather has been superb and 2009 was no exception with some 
beautiful early autumn sunshine gracing the site all day. Previous visits had seen 
much activity on the ground level tracks, whilst the raised level circuit had been 
comparatively empty, however this year the tide had turned and it was the raised 
track seeing the bulk of the action, whilst the ground level track had only sporadic 



bursts of activity. 
For those of you 
unfamiliar with the 
site of their track it 
is located in a small 
pocket of land 
directly adjacent to 
Hampton Court 
Junction on the 
former LSWR 
mainline from 
London Waterloo, 
so adjacent in fact 
that the London-
bound trains from 
Hampton Court are 

almost in touching distance from their model counterparts below. 
As with previous years we hadn't come too heavily laden with models as there is 
ample opportunity to ride behind others and sample both tracks. Howard took his 
'Minx' locomotive and we took club 'Growler' 'Florence Nightingale', along with 
the 'Pump Trolley' which made an almost immediate appearance on the raised 
level track (no need for steaming up time there!). Both the 'Minx' & 'Florence' 
then made appearances on the raised track when space and drivers permitted, 
that is when we were not elsewhere, loitering around the canteen eagerly 
awaiting the call for lunch and afternoon tea (top notch again this year I must 
add!) or in Graham's case engrossed in their new signal box, featuring fully 
interlocked mechanical lever frame much of which has been acquired/liberated 
(call it what you will) from London Underground! As for the pick of the models, 
well there was some nice stuff there, I think the best of the 5” was an original 
Merchant Navy, just a pity it was struggling so much on steel rail and hauling only 

1 trolley! On the 
ground level, not 
that there was a 
huge amount to 
choose from, but I 
think the Class 2 
tank locomotive 
was a clear winner 
for me. Later in the 
afternoon Ray, Nick 
and I had the 
opportunity to drive 
one of their 7 1/4” 
locomotives.  
 
 



It was based on Tom Snoxall's original 0-4-2 locomotive 'Taurus', which many of 
you will remember from John Gange's railway at Copthorne, except it had its own 
tender rather than separate driving trolley. It was a bit of an experience, 
particularly with 5x 7 1/4” trolley's laden behind and no way of stopping apart 
from the reverser! We all managed to return unscathed and it was good fun and 
brought back many happy memories of driving 'Taurus'. 
I think I speak for all of us (11 in total) who made the trip to Malden in saying that 
it was yet again a very enjoyable visit, buoyed of course by the excellent 
weather, friendly welcome and great food, which seems to get better every visit! I 
for one will definitely look forward to our visit again next year and we will see 
many of the Malden members at Sandown Park as their stand is directly opposite 
ours! (Pictures on previous page: Nick and Andrew on the track) 

Andrew 
The Birth of a King 
 

Like her namesake, King Edward VIII, my GWR King 6029 had a 
somewhat chequered start to life. From what I have gleaned 
6029 started out in the early 90’s as one of six identical kits of 
parts produced by a competent engineer who is an active 
member of the 7¼ gauge society. The parts were manufactured 
to James Perrier’s 1975 GWR King Drawings and were finished 
to a high standard. (Picture Right: The King!) 
 

A gentleman (and I have no idea of his name) had one of these 
sets of parts purchased by his wife as a birthday present. Gents, 
tell this to your wives as a gentle reminder of your next birthday present 
requirement and for those of you who are unmarried - could this be one quality 
that you need to look for in a suitable wife? The said gentleman also had a boiler 
made for his King built by Peter Carr of Kingswood Boilers, Bristol. 
 

The lucky birthday recipient started to assemble the frames and main horns but 
the story goes that he found this beyond his capabilities. A kit of parts never just 
goes together as a kit and always needs a fair degree of fitting. Perhaps, for his 
own encouragement, he had a friend assemble the tender and paint it with 
primer. 
 

Alas, the time came when our said gentleman came to the conclusion that his 
best course of action was to exchange the parts of his 4 cylinder King for a fully 
working 2 cylinder Britannia – is there any comparison? View Models were very 
happy to oblige with the exchange, obviously with a cash adjustment. 
 

At this time I was looking for a high quality working 
GWR tender locomotive, ideally a Castle but if not, 
a King. As most of you know the chance of a 
Castle coming up for sale sits on the negative side 
of any line but you do get the odd King. I went see 
one King from a well known dealer who offered me 
a reasonable detailed locomotive for £12K. 
(Picture Left: 6029’s front end pipe & motion work)  



The problem was that it was seized and would not budge a thou’. The dealer 
suggested that all it needed was a minor winter overhaul! Ironically, Nigel 
Gettings now has this very same engine in his workshop to get running.  
 

My next eagerly awaited outing was with Mike Porter to a dealer in Derbyshire 
who had a ‘nicely built King - good runner’ for sale. To this dealer ‘nicely built, 
good runner’ meant a loco with a number of parts falling off and valve gear with 
an additional ⅜" of free travel that was there in both forward and backward gear. 
Another feature of this engine was that you could almost remove the eccentric 
straps from the eccentrics without splitting the straps apart! The dealer had not 
had it running but he did phone me a week later to say that he now had had it 
running up and down the track in his back yard and it went well – I’m not sure of 
his definition of ‘well’!  
 

My search for a King continued but to no avail until one day a call came from 
View Models informing me that they had all the parts for the building of a King 
together with a first class boiler and completed tender. An initial visit secured my 
interest but who would complete the build for me? It was not practical for me to 
do the build myself because of home and work commitments - and I certainly did 
not want it to turn into a 20+ year project.  
 

To cut a long story short, I was finally put in touch with Nigel Gettings, a former 
member of Beech Hurst. Together we made a further visit to View Models for 
Nigel to see this pile of metal and over a cup of coffee we agreed requirements, 
costs and timescales. It was agreed that Nigel would build the loco and I would 
enhance the completed tender with a little more detail. Finally, my King was on 
the horizon. 
 

Nigel started work in September 2006 and I enthusiastically started my work on 
the tender by stripping away the primer only to find the success of the tender was 
largely thanks to the wonders of modern day resin filler – no wonder it had been 
primed. Also the ability of the tender to hold water was thanks to the thick layer of 
rubberised paint on the inside.  
 

A further set back occurred when most of the 
motion was accidentally disposed of in our waste 
paper recycle bin at home: - a very embarrassing 
situation brought about by a bizarre combination of 
events; this resulted with me having a pit in the 
bottom of my stomach for a few weeks, Nigel 
having to remake 
most of the motion 
and a further 

reduction in my bank balance. If you really want 
the full story you will have to come and ask! 
Nigel worked on the loco with me asking for more 
and more detail to be built into her, protracting the 
finish date, and in the meantime I beavered away 
on a new tender. (Pictures: 6029’s construction) 



After 36 months work the King was nearing her coronation and many of you will 
have seen the result. There are still a couple of minor issues to sort out such as 
the cylinder drain cocks not totally sealing and priming of the boiler. It’s a pity that 
she arrived so late in the season, too late to sort these issues but it is hoped to 
have them sorted by the start of the next season. Mechanically she runs like a 
well-oiled sewing machine and the boiler steams like there’s no tomorrow – I’m 
looking forward to the next running season. Finally a big thank you to all of you 
who have given me encouragement and support over the embryonic stage. 
 

 
 

John Baldwin 
Broken Windows 
 

Damage at Beech Hurst is, touch wood, 
very rare and we have had only very 
sporadic bursts of vandalism, normally 
when trouble in the town centre 
migrates to the park. Despite the lovely 
summer evenings, Haywards Heath had 
been comparatively quiet up until the 
last few days of August when there was 
a ‘sporadic burst’ of damage around the 
town centre and also to our station 
building and clubhouse windows. It 
happened not long after our September 
club night as Graham & I had left quite 
late and we discovered later that a local 
resident heard our alarm ringing not 
long afterwards. Unfortunately the 
following morning was spent clearing up 
the damage at the station and making 
good some temporary repairs to the 
clubhouse, it was time that neither Mike 
or I could really afford that day, however 
we were ably assisted in the clear up by 
Andrew S, Dan & Nick, and after a 

couple of hours the scene was as clear as it could be. (Picture: The damage!) 



Quite what motivation there was is beyond anyone and the force required to 
penetrate the double-glazing, even with bricks, would have taken some doing but 
they were obviously determined to cause damage and as the Policeman said 
there had been no attempt to break in despite those efforts – luckily it doesn’t 
happen very often! 

Andrew 
The 2009 Report on Traffic and Track Use 
 
For new members who are unfamiliar with this annual column, this is where I 
analyse the amount of traffic we have each year. 
This has been our 56th running season, the club having been formed several 
years before the completion of the track. It all started in mid 1954 with a grand 
opening and a total of 3880 passengers. This was considered very successful at 
the time; however the railway was to prove to be more popular than expected! 
Last year I reported on a quiet(ish) season compared with the heady years of 
40,000 passengers or more. The 2008 numbers were calculated as 23,983 and I 
predicted another quiet year for 2009 at the same or slightly lower, however 
Murphy’s Law appeared in the form of the recession with strange results. 
It seems that in a recession people watch their pennies carefully and tend to stay 
at home more, BUT, they still want to treat the little ones. So, we actually carried 
more than I expected, in fact this year is in the all time top ten with a final figure 
of 29,419, a far cry from the early days. 
The all time grand totals have shown a spectacular rise over the years. I 
remember the 500,000th celebration back in 1978. We anticipated that it would 
be 30 years to the millionth, however we achieved that milestone in 2000, 8 
years early. 
Now, at the end of 2009 the total stands at a huge 1,301,791 passengers. The 
annual average works out to 23,246, this year having increased this figure by 
another 112. 
Again for the new members, if you thought that this year was busy back in 2005 
we carried 43,159! 
Track use is another area of interest especially to the P way Dep’t who have the 
maintenance in mind. It seems that the track wear follows the amount of heavy 
trains we run, so the more passengers the more the wear. 
The signalling system has a “lap counter” that records the passing of the trains. 
This gives a good indication of the amount of wear to be expected. This year the 
clock ran up 6669 laps, whereas the heavy years around 2005 were over 10,100. 
It is usual for me to include a graph or two, so this year I have included a 
“passengers per day” graph. 
The season starts with week 1 and runs through to week 31. The days of the 
week are laid out so that Mondays are at the front in pale blue and Sundays are 
at the rear, coloured dark blue. The Wednesday running shows clearly in yellow 
in August. (Please see next page for further details) 
That is it for this year, and I hope to be able to report on the 1,500,000th 
passenger in as little as 8 years time. Well done to the traffic department and the 
crews on another very successful season. 

Chris Saunders 
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Winter Work 
 
The visit to Malden 
generally signifies the 
end of our operating 
season and apart from 
Sunday 11th, that was 
that for 2009 and it was 
definitely on with the 
Winter Work. As Mike 
mentioned in his notes 
we started early with the 
addition of a new wall 
and path alongside the 
siding from the 
footbridge to the 
turntable. This will save 
the poor Flymo having to 

negotiate the steep banks whilst grass cutting and will also give better access for 
members whilst they are shunting trucks. In the same area we have also 
replaced the side gates by the carriage shed with new robust galvanised 
examples. The old gates were more than a pain to paint and this pair should be 
maintenance free for many years to come and will save many hours of rubbing 
down and then painting with bitumen, I know I have done them more than once 
before! Staying in the same area Peter Chapman has continued where he left off 
last winter and our new steel framed / faced doors for the carriage shed are now 

starting to take shape 
and may be ready for 
fitting by the time I 
publish the December 
edition in a month or so's 
time. A big clear up has 
also taken place in the 
rear compound with 
many items of possible 
ammunition having been 
removed and safely 
stowed elsewhere to 
avoid a repeat of our 
broken windows a couple 
of months back. After 
Bonfire night we will then 

be able to have a damn good clear out when the skip is delivered and then we 
are clear again for the next 12 months! 
(Picture top: The wall and path under construction a few weeks ago) 
(Picture above: Lit only by flash light, the new track heading up from the ‘jungle’) 



Also, out the front of the clubhouse, Nick and Hamish have given the steaming 
bays a birthday by clearing the drains, gulleys and pressure washing the 
concrete and coal bunkers.  
Despite the amount of recent activities the whole place is looking very tidy and 
well looked after which is nice to see. 
Over the other side of the park, Mike has already renewed a long section of track 
from the jungle to signal number two. Benefiting from the warm and dry weather 
of the past few weeks he and several willing volunteers made good progress and 
the whole section was lifted, the steel work painted and track re-laid in just over 3 
weeks! This together with the new fence in the jungle and Dave Mattingley 
tidying up the fence posts and also giving the station building it's annual birthday 
and we are looking very good in this area of the park also. In terms of enjoyment 
it is certainly advantageous to get as many of the outside jobs done whilst the 
weather is still relatively mild and days that bit longer, leaving the inside jobs and 
time to help the youngsters with their locomotives to the colder, darker days 
when we are glad to be inside and the heating turned on! 
Also outside, John Midderigh has been busy with the usual autumn leaf fall 
clearances, admirably assisted by many willing volunteers and Chris has recently 
done his bit of 'coppicing' in time for the Bonfire Night by reducing the lower 
branches of the Poplar's and other trees in the back field. 
Inside, Geoff and Daniel have been busy preparing the Pullman trucks for their 
repaint and new transfers that will be applied in the coming weeks. I had 
previously checked all the trucks for bearing and brake pad wear and following 
on from Chris' comments in his article, there has been a noticeable drop in the 
need for bearings to be replaced in the last few years. This could be due to a 
number of factors including the amount of usage, the better methods the 
bearings are inserted and more regular checks for duff wheel sets. Whatever the 
reason it does reduce the workload on myself and others and gives us more time 
to spend on other useful projects and helping the youngsters. 
Lots of other little jobs are also in progress during the course of the winter, too 
many to mention individually, but through these pages I will keep you all up to 
date with our activities during the closed season and also say a big thank you to 
all those who have contributed, large or small, on all jobs. 

Andrew 
Forthcoming Events 
 
With this newsletter being a little later than normal, Bonfire Night should have 
come and gone by the time you are reading these pages and that leads us nicely 
into the Christmas period. 
December will be quite a busy month all in all, with the Sandown Park exhibition 
taking over the weekend of the 12th and 13th plus a bit more and with Nosh Night 
the following Saturday 19th we will then be almost at Christmas itself. A list for 
names for Nosh Night is now up on the board and Val and John kindly request 
that you add yours to it in the next 3 weeks (latest Sunday 29th) to guarantee a 
place. 



Moving into 2010 and January 1st will of course herald the annual New Year's 
Day run, which will start at about 10:00. All we can hope for is slightly warmer 
weather this year and no flu outbreak that marred last year’s event, with many 
people clubhouse bound! 
Dates beyond January will be announced in the December edition, with the AGM 
date firmed up and also a possible Bits 'n' Pieces night in February, which is To 
Be Confirmed! 

Andrew 
Diary of Events 
 
3rd December 2009 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
11th – 13th December 2009 – SMLS display at ME Exhibition, Sandown Park 
 
19th December 2009 – Nosh Night – Will start at approx. 1800 (See above) 
 
1st January 2010 – New Year's Day Run – Will start at approx. 1000 
 
7th January 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
4th February 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
TBC February 2010 – Bits & Pieces Night – Details in December if we go ahead 
 
4th March 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
TBC March 2010 – SMLS AGM – Details to follow in December 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check black / notice boards in the Clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew 
 

 
 
 
 



Even Better Than The Real Thing? Further to the cover photograph the  
cab of the aforementioned locomotive is pictured during thorough testing 
the same afternoon. The scale and detail of the controls is something 
that has taken an awfully long time to get just right and within reason 
you wouldn’t easily tell the difference between this shot and one of the 
full size! 
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