
 

 

 

Dear all  

We enter a new phase in life at Beech Hurst, no fun, laughter and putting the world to rights up at 
the club, or as Lorema puts it no chat and gossip. It all sounds depressing but life has to go on and 
we must rise to the challenge. Let us know how you are coping and we can share your ideas and 
we can all benefit.  

Hopefully you are all getting the essentials to keep going and the good news is the super markets 
are slowly getting to grips with the panic buying and Lorema, as a vulnerable patient,  was even 
offered a slot for home delivery by email from Sainsbury’s. 

 Thankfully Mother Nature has been kind over the last few days and the sun has shone and I have 
been out in the garden getting my rain beaten G scale layout finished and repaired so at least I can 
run some trains at home. We have also set up Skype so that we can chat to our friends sitting in 
the armchair. We were due to have afternoon tea on the  25th March at Southdown Nursery’s 
with some friends so Lorema and they were both making scones and a pot of tea, put on Skype 
and spent the next 1.5 hours chatting away having a virtual afternoon tea. 

I haven't tried it yet but I think we could set up a session where we could all join in and sit and chat 
if that sounded a good idea?  

Remember this is your news so if it’s not what you want I am sure you will let me know. 

Feed me with some material and I will circulate it. 

 Keep Safe  

Mike W 

PS 

 Sadly a bit of a shock for the family and those who knew him, whilst I was sitting 
collating this news today Elmo passed away.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief club house NEWS 

The Christmas light scaffolding finally came down before lockdown and Andrew Brock 
Andrew Strongitharm and I helped the scaffolder carry his poles to his lorry. The cutting 
is still like a bog and the scaffolder earned his money padding around in 6 inches of 
mud.  

The toilet door has now been rehung so it now opens outwards. 

Security visits have now been set up on a regular basis and the police and council 
informed of our actions. 

Fume hood in back workshop is now operational. 

Old Jungle posts cut off and delivered to the scrap man. Concrete lumps have been put 
in tool store for safety un l the skip arrives. Thanks to the two Andrews. 

Have you got some spare time? 

Chris Saunders has kindly taken the test boiler home to repair whilst confined to 
barracks, our thanks go to Chris. 

We do have another project that requires a little TLC and that’s to tidy up and fill in the 
hole in the “American 'F7 Switcher” Now called “Perkins” by the younger members of 
our Society. 
Maybe they should explain why they called it that? 
 

 



 

  

 Think Tank 
Feed us some ideas of what would be good for the club. 

Some ideas already in progress. 

  New roof  

  New Toilet 

What are your feelings about changing to online booking of duties with 
access at clubhouse? 

 

 

John Baldwin’s design suggestion for the new club house toilet 
 

 



News from Afar.       

 

Hi fellow members. 
 
Just some news from the ‘other side’ as per a request from Mike (Mr Chairman) for your 
Newsle er. 
 
An interes ng me. As some of you are aware, I le  England mid August. Just a er that I 
believe you had some rain?  
 

I returned to my home, a country that was and remains in drought. Soon a er our return, a 
fire started in New South Wales and con nued to get larger. When eventually ex nguished 
by heavy rain the fires had burnt more than 4.4 million hectares that is an area more than 
twice the size of Wales and nearly half the size of England. Around 32 people had been 
killed, 1700 homes lost not including out buildings, and an es mated 480 million animals 
had been killed including an es mated 25,000 Koalas.  
 
Of course from this came the smoke. Here, as with many places, we lived in smoke from 
October un l late January when the heavy rain eventually cleared it. 
 
As stated, a er the fires came the rains. Cyclone remnants mixed with our east coast lows 
gave us much needed rain. What we did not expect was a months’ worth in a couple of 
hours. This in itself causes problems normally, but when everything around has burnt, the 
run off into water storage's becomes an issue. Ash contamina ng water for drinking is not 
good. 
The story so far. Drought - fire - flood what comes next? Oh yes pes lence. Correct. We 
soldier on much as you with all things closing down and the maniacs out hoarding toilet 
rolls. Yes here also. In Darwin, the police are guarding the ‘bo le shops’, Off Licences I 
believe in your terms. They were also ge ng rushed in case they had to lock themselves in. 
Darwin is tropical of course and tend to go ‘tropo’ during the wet. 
 
Most, if not all sport is cancelled. Cafes etc closed, and most other businesses. Luckily, or 
otherwise, when I decide to work, I work for a Government organisa on which is classed as 
an essen al service due to the nature of our opera ons. 
 
At the track, like you we have had to cease public running, and due to that we are having to 
approach our local government to waive our rent and rates obliga ons as well as to our 



electricity provider due to total lack of income imposed on us by that government. We live 
in hope. 
 

On the up side, as we are not totally self-incarcerated at present work goes on to some 
extent at the track. Those with medical condi ons, and there are quite are few, are tending 
to stay away. Those remaining have been given the chance to do some catching up so to 
speak. Track maintenance, riding car modifica ons and alike have been given some 
breathing space. As we now have no income our expenditure is closely monitored. Many of 
us just pay for some of the consumables out of our own pocket anyway.  
 
The site maintenance goes on of course. 12.5 acres and over 4 inches of rain in a short 
period a er a long spell of nothing made the grass and especially the weeds leap out of the 
ground at great speed. I think I heard them singing songs of praise or perhaps it was my very 
bad hearing. 
 
What the near future will bring of course nobody knows, but we will keep limping along as 
long as is prac cable. Members can con nue at present to bring their own locos and the like 
to run and test as they wish and do so. 
 
The last picture is the ‘Black 5’ donated to our club by a deceased estate as long as we care 
for it and run it as the late owner wished. We will try very hard to honour his wishes. It is a 
beau ful loco to drive. It requires some minor ‘tweeking’ and when completed it will be 
extremely lively to drive as you must be aware.  
 

          
 
Stay safe. Happy steaming. 
 
David - from Oz - March 20 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moore and Wright 

2 to 3inch Micrometer.  £5 

 
Scribing Block plus 2 plus 2 Vee blocks £10 

 
0 to 6 inch Depth Micrometer £10 

Side and face cu ers 
Width 
2 1/2 diameter  X 1/4, 
3 inch diameter  X 1/4, X 5/16, X1/2, 
4 inch diameter  X 5/16, X 3/8, X 3/4, 

X 1/4, X 1/2 X 11/16, 
5 inch diameter  X 3/8, 

All at £4 each 
 

. 

C.A. Grey. 12 inch Height Gauge £10 

Mitutoyo 

 
Can be sold separately 
12inch Vernier calliper external only.  
12inch Vernier calliper internal and 
external 
£15 the pair £10 each 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18” Bench Rolls - £40 needs cleaning up. 
 

  
Champion No2 drill press, ok condi on, bit of play in spindle but good for a beginner 
workshop . £80 

Sli ng Saws All one inch bore  
Width 

3 inch diameter.   X 5/64, X 1/16 
 

3 1/2 inch diameter   x 1/16  
 

4 inch diameter.    X 1/32,X 3/64, X 5/64 X 1/16, X 1/8, 
                                 X 5/32, X 3/16, X 1/4, X 5/16, X 3/8, 
                                 X 7/16, X 5/8, 
 
5 inch diameter.   X 5/16, X 5/64,   

All at £2 each 
 



Video Corner. 
Copy this and paste in your browser for viewing. 
 
Beech Hurst Extension Building. 
h ps://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-beech-hurst-miniature-railway-under-construc on-1974-
online? clid=IwAR3gdU7nWrMrojY89NIzQ5-x-hW1xhyhSmZxAf5HTGeRGm5gYZK5KcqU38M  
 
 

Puzzle Corner. 
 
 

Lorema’s Challenge 
Using only le ers found in Wharfedale make words to cover 
all the blue squares and complete the puzzle. 
 

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

    W H A R F E D A L E   

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          

                          
 

Contact. mike.wakeling@b nternet.com    Mobile 07921819724  


