
 
 

 

Issue  28

 

 

Dear all, 

Here is the 28th Wharfedale, I jested about the Golden Jubilee version and you 
know what they say “many a true word spoken in jest” but let’s hope I do not 
have to write it! 
Obviously Corona is still with us and it looks like being that way for some time 
so I hope you are all keeping safe and well and getting to do things within the 
guidelines. 
October is upon us and the weather is beginning to change although we have 
still managed to sit outside a couple of times this week. 
We have also managed a couple of trips out this week including a trip to 
Eastbourne to visit my cousin for afternoon tea on what was a chilly day to sit 
outside, but with a blanket and a hot cup of tea it was fine. We have found 
most people round here abiding by the rules and wearing masks when 
necessary and have been able to comfortably maintain the social distancing. 
Still finding plenty to do to keep ourselves occupied so managing to stay sane, 
Hope you enjoy the 28th Edition. 
Keep safe 

Mike W.  



 
 

Brief club house NEWS  

 
Sadly we still await our roofers and have started to chase more frequently.  
I have been up to the club house a couple of times this week and can say apart 
from the mess inside the outside is in good shape thanks to the gardening 
team. 
As the gardening has reduced the gardening team has turned their energies to 
maintaining and preparing other areas of the site for winter as you will see in 
Mike P’s mutterings.  
Maybe those boards they have lifted and painted are an item we should review 
to see what alternatives are out there now.  The boards, which can be slippery 
when wet, could possibly be replaced with a lightweight weatherproof 
walkway that eliminates the need for annual maintenance? 
The site is in very good shape and I again thank the team for all their hard work 
to make it shipshape for the winter.  
As autumn is approaching the leaves are starting to drop and at our virtual 
meeting on Monday it was agreed that we should organise a team for this 
purpose and Tom Broome has offered to manage this team and will be shortly 
approaching our members to ask for some help. 
We have agreed a deal with Val West about the purchase of John’s Boxford 
Lathe complete with all its attachments to replace the workshop Myford lathe. 
This makes the Myford lathe surplus to requirements and we would like to sell 
it preferably to a club member if someone wants it. We are looking for £1000, 
however open to all reasonable offers. 
 
We also reviewed the current Covid-19 situation and agreed that it looks as 
though, contrary to our hopes in June when we left cancelling winter activities 
until later in the year, that the situation is not improving and that it is now 
confirmed that no public running will take place over the Christmas holidays.  
We have, however, written to the Council to seek approval to allow us to “Fun 
Run” during daylights hours as the original agreed times are now in darkness. 
 
Regarding “New Year’s Day” as it was still some time off we have not officially 
cancelled the event but it was generally agreed that it was very unlikely to take 
place unless the Covid-19 situation drastically improves.  
The club house and workshop continue to remain closed.   
Thanks as always to the team of helpers and the security team.  
Mike W. 
 
 



 
 

Mike P’s musings No. 26 
Last Monday was nice weather and, with less gardening required now, the 
“gang” set about some maintenance on the point footboards. I used to take 
them up each October, clean and creosote them, and store them away un l 
spring. The last few years we have operated Christmas events, so they have not 
been removed and were looking very red. Graham and John Green took the 
boards up, 

 

            
Mick R. and I creosoted and stored them away, and then Roy P., and all, cleaned 

and prepared the channels for a protec ve coat of bitumen paint.  I made a 
couple of pictures of “the boys” at work… socially distanced… as best we could!   

Roy and John had already done some point maintenance a week or two 
previously, whilst we were gardening, so it has had a full “makeover” ready for 

winter now!  
  Back at the turn of the century, I dabbled with electric and petrol 5” gauge 
locos. I men oned the class “33” last me, so I will chat about the petrol 
one/ones this me.  
 I came upon the Intercity 125 by chance.  It hadn’t been used for many years, 
but had been built with a moped “Fizzy” engine with 3 gears and automa c 
clutch. It needed a good strip down (and the fuel system cleaning out), when I 
got it, but a er that, with a new plug, and a day’s “fiddling about” with the 
mixture se ngs, it ran smoothly. Originally, it had only a belt drive to the front 
bogie and couldn’t pull more than 1 car because of slipping (as portrayed in the 
photo from the SMLS news December 2001).  



 
 

 
It was built to a design in one of the magazines, not M.E., but perhaps 
“Engineering in Miniature”. Of course, it was way over scale, to get the engine 
fi ed in, and the gravity feed fuel tank sited high enough. It was, without 
doubt, quite an ugly beast, but did it go!  Ha,ha. Several people clocked up 
scary speeds in the evening hours and when the park was empty!  We did a 
speed test one evening with Dave Keast at the thro le, ming him from the 
sta on… uphill to the steaming bays… with a stop watch. over a known 
distance. We thought it was safer uphill regarding stopping it! He came through 
the jungle at a good pace and then opened it up!  He “bo led out” and 
slammed on the brakes just before the steaming bay signal. We clocked him at 
18.5 mph accelera ng uphill on the straight! He could easily have made 25mph 
if there had been more straight track or possibly downhill. I’m not advoca ng 
such tests these days, but as I have commented many mes, there was a lot of 
freedom even just 20 years ago. No cameras (and no internet) handy to take a 
picture of possible wreckage and put on facebook just minutes a er any 
mishap!   
I put some cooling fans inside it, and, unhappy with the trac ve effort 
available, I contrived and built an extra drive belt system to the rear bogie. I 
found a large block of lead too, to fit over the front, which added a bit of 
stability.  This transformed the engine from a one coach to a four car loco. It 
worked for several summers in passenger service, when I sold it on. It is s ll 



 
 

within the club I think. It might surprise us and re-appear one day!?? I heard it 
was due back by Easter 20……..  
Lastly, and much more recently, I restored a petrol shunter. It required a lot of 

sor ng, but did run for a season not long back.  

 
I described the “fun” I had ge ng this one going in one of the SMLS news, not 
too long ago. Anyway, I think that’s me done with petrol locos now!  
Mike P 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Andrew Ellis 
 
My latest pain ng completed last week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A li le different this week, I thought you may like to have ago at this li le quiz. 
  
A to G is a list of well-known inventors and what they are best known for 
inven ng. 
 
1 to 7 is a list of their less well known inven ons. You just have to match them.  
 
 
A) George Stevenson   (Rocket) 
B) Alexander Graham Bell  (telephone) 
C) Clarence Birdseye   (frozen foods) 
D) John Logie Baird   (television) 
E) Henry Ford    (production line car building) 
F) Eugene Rimmel    (non-toxic mascara) 
G) Hiram Maxim    (Maxim gun) 
 
 
 
1) Whale tagging device 
2) Glass cucumber straightener 
3) Tetrahedral kite to carry people 
4) Toilet cleaner 
5) Insulated socks 
6) Flying Rockets fairground ride 
7) Soya bean fuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

News From Afar - 30 Sept. 

        
 

Sunday 27 Sept 2020 - Public Running Day 
 
A good day. Weather was a little ‘iffy’ at times, but it stayed dry and the Sun Came 
out now and again. People were a little slow in turning up at first, but quickly gained 
momentum. The flow was steady which is the way we like it, and I am glad to say we 
never got overrun. Close, but not quite. ‘Covid’ rules are still in place of course but 
generally the people behave themselves in that respect. 
 

This is the best we can do in 
these circumstances. Looks 
strange, but with one family on 
one car and two singles on two 
others, but what else can you 
do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Spring Flowers  



 
 

The shot under shows a train leaving the station on the inside loop as the normal 
‘main’ is yet to be completed and re-fitted. It would be a job for Wednesday, but at 
this time (Monday) it looks like more rain is on the way. 
 
This is one of the last trains for the day, thus no crowds waiting. 
 

 
 
Work - Wednesday 23 Sept. 
 

  
 
Above another donation from a demolition site. A large carport, destined to become 
the cover of a permanent BBQ site within our party area. Timm and Darryl are seen 
making a cut with the grinder to take it down quickly. Too many welds to undo. The 
roofing iron has already been removed. The houses are being demolished with a 
back hoe. Very quick. A large skip is being unloaded ready to take the remains 
away. 



 
 

 
The site is where four public housing residences stand and within the day, stood. More, as in 
six or eight, modern ones are to be built. They are on a large corner block. 

….. 
 
 

 
Another Donation. Complete with gas bottle. 

Not the car I am afraid. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Mr Secretary, Mick going to make closer inspection while Larry isn’t going to miss an 
opportunity. 



 
 

 
The gift is from a lady who said it was now surplus and too large for her needs. 
Just great for us in our party area. 

… 
 

At Home. De-rusting Donated Bits 
 
 

 
 
 

The box which was donated came with a few parts that needed some loving. 
 
Some members think these are part of a NSW 36 Class loco. I do not have that kind 
of knowledge. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
After a trip to the Citric 
acid swimming pool for a 
few hours and a bit of a 
brush up, they look OK. 
 

 
 
This item, a bogie from the same box, is getting an introduction to electrolysis. 



 
 

The introduction lasted around 2.5 days. 
 

  
 
After a quick shower and an hour plus of wire brushing to remove the black, I was 
well pleased with the result. Amazing. 

   

 
 
 
 

The sacrifice. 
 
 

Tuesday. 
 
John and Darryl getting serious about putting the track back together. We have 
introduced a trial School Holiday running day Wednesday to see how we go. As 
usual rain is expected. We will have to tamp the ballast early and have as many trial 
runs as we can fit in before opening. 

 

  
 

Had a few trial runs this morning, Wednesday but after a few ‘issues’ it was decided 
to run on the inner track for the School Holiday public run. The rain stayed away. Our 
finish time for running was 2.30 and it started to rain at 2.45. How lucky is that? We 
had a good day. Not as good as a normal run, but well worth the effort. 



 
 

 

  
 

Left. I don’t know what is so funny about AN1. Right- some of the public waiting. 
 

 
A sleeper deliver for the 7.25” track extension. Forrest Red Gum. 

… 
 

A return to winter Saturday last. 
 

Late spring snow seen from my deck with a lot of zoom. 
 

 
Stay well. 

 
David - Canberra - 30 September 2020   



 
 

Special Trains -- Steam turbine locomo ves 

Many a empts were made across the world to develop steam turbine 
locomo ves including the UK but I have found the following monsters which I 
thought interes ng. 
The history of steam turbine technology used in railroad applica ons in 
America produced some monster sized locomo ves and it began in 1938 when 
the Union Pacific had two units built by General Electric.  

 

Union Pacific’s General Electric steam turbine locomo ve, circa April 1939. 

Passenger diesel were beginning to come on the market and developing the 
steam turbine was an a empt to see if it could compete. The above locomo ve 
toured the country but a er about 6 months they were returned to GE who 
eventually scrapped them. 

Another monster that took to the rails was a joint project between Baldwin 
Works, Wes nghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company, and became the 
Pennsylvania Railroads class S2. The locomo ve started trials in 1944 and was 
unique because it was the only design that actually looked like a steam 
locomo ve. It was a unique 6-8-6 wheel arrangement and the S2 used a direct-
drive steam turbine. This design proved to be very efficient and recorded a 
mechanical efficiency of 97% losing only 3% of steam energy within the 
propulsion equipment.  The disadvantage of this direct drive system was that 



 
 

the turbine could not operate at op mal speeds over the locomo ve's en re 
speed range. 

The S2 goes on record as the largest, heaviest and fastest direct-drive turbine 
locomo ve design ever built. Although the S2 performed rela vely well it was 
excep onally heavy on fuel and water and was finally scrapped before 1950. 

 

PRR S2 6 – 8 – 6 Steam turbine locomo ve at Baldwin Locomo ve Works – 
circa 1944 (PRR promo onal image) 

The last monster I will include is the Steam Turbine engine the “Jawn Henry” 
which was the last of steam turbines locomo ves tested by three different 
railroads between 1930’s and the 1950’s and was produced for the Norfolk and 
Western Railroad.  
The prize for succeeding with the steam turbine for the two major companies 
involved, N&W and C&O, was that they both owned massive coal reserves 
providing them with a nearly free source of fuel for the locomotives. 
Unfortunately all companies found that the steam turbine was simply too 
complicated and unreliable to effectively compete with the diesel Locomotive. 
It did not fit any of the N & W turntables, electrical equipment was regularly 
fouled by coal dust and flying ash, and the turbine could be touchy and 
troublesome in service if an engineer coupled onto a train with too much 



 
 

speed. The N&W tested the “Jawn Henry” for 3 years in the 1950’s but finally 
gave in, the “Jawn Henry” was retired, stricken from the N&W roster on 
January 4, 1958 and scrapped later that same year.  
N&W purchasing its first diesel locomotives in the mid-1950s. 

 

It was nicknamed “Jawn Henry” a er the legend of John Henry, a rock driller 
who famously raced against a steam drill and won, only to die immediately 
a er. Length including tender was 161  1-1/2 inches, probably the record for a 
steam locomo ve; engine-only length was 111  7-1/2 inches, perhaps the 
record for any single unit.  

Puzzle Corner.    
Lorema’s last week’s Challenge:- 
9 clues to find answer to the 10th:- 

Some parachute jumpers do this before they open their parachute. Free Fall 
A creative steel structure found near Gateshead.  Angel of Islington 
Puts Life into "White Goods". Electricity 
The county where hops are grown Kent 
A hotel for people waiting for conviction Jail 
London runners of a very early police force. Bow Street Runners 
The Beatles started here. Liverpool 
A collection of Royal Naval Vessels Fleet 
Wine production  cannot take place without this plant  A Vine 
What is the hidden link to these answers? Monopoly 

 
 



 
 

Lorema’s this week challenge. 
Dingbats of phrases and sayings this week say what you see:- 
 
 

 
 
My thanks go to all who keep sending me the material. 
If you have something for the NEWS please contact me  
 mike.wakeling@b nternet.com    Mobile 07921819724  


