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Editor
Bonfire Night: After being 
given inspiration by an article 
in The Telegraph newspaper 
from last year we set to, to 
make our own version of the 
Tower of London for this 
year’s bonfire effort, 
complete with guy and 
ravens! An article and more 
pictures appear inside… 



Editor’s Notes 
 

With such a short gap between the October edition and this one there are only a 
handful of items to report and therefore a slightly slimmer magazine this time. 
With the coming of December, so does the colder weather and this has been 
particularly noticeable the last week or so and there is still the outside chance of 
a white Christmas with this colder snap lasting into the beginning of Christmas 
week at least. I hope that all of these editions are delivered in time for Christmas 
and where possible I will do my usual and post any remaining Christmas cards 
with them after the Nosh Night on the 19th. 
Thank you to Chris and John Baldwin for their articles in the October edition, also 
to Andrew S for his many photographs, and together with a lot of social events 
and winter work it was a bumper edition to say the least. 
This time there are the usual features and an updated diary, together with a 
report on Bonfire Night and a hastily written article about our exhibition at 
Sandown Park last weekend. In the New Year I hope to start a new feature, 
written by each of our junior members in turn about all their current projects, 
which is very encouraging to see, will hopefully lead to greater things in years to 
come and should encourage us all to say that if they can, so can I! So please 
ready on & enjoy 

Andrew 
Subscriptions 
 

I’m afraid it is that time of year again when you are all asked to dig deep for next 
year’s subscription! Our recession busting rates are remaining the same as 2009 
and therefore it will be £5 for under-18’s and over-60’s, and £10 for the rest in 
between! Payment by cash or cheque (payable to SMLS Ltd) is fine or by bank 
transfer if this has been previously agreed and set up. I will be at the club most 
weekends if you wish to pay personally by ‘readies’ or cheque, otherwise cheque 
payments to my home address on the front of this edition are fine. I will issue 
cards upon payment or send them with the February newsletter. Remember 
please the cut off for sub’s will be the night of the AGM on 6th March. 

Andrew 
Chairman's Notes 
 

Greetings to everyone in this Festive Season. At this time of year it is natural to 
reflect on 2009 and look forward to 2010. 
Upon reflection, I think we can all be satisfied that we had an enjoyable and 
productive year. We are very tidy and organised around the place, with most of 
the winter projects either completed or well on their way. We enjoyed a lot of 
visits and visitors during 2009 and had our best fares season ever. All the usual 
BBQ's and events went well, with our last social 'get together' Nosh Night now 
upon us. 
Since last Christmas we sadly have lost two long term club members in Allan 
Killick and Dick Simmins and our best wishes go to Grace and Pat for a better 
year ahead. We have on the other hand been fortunate to gain several new 
members and I extend a warm welcome to them at this time, and hope they will 
very soon feel at home and fully 'part of the team'.  



To all who have worked so hard throughout the year to organise or take part in 
our success, I say thank you very much – for so much effort and enthusiasm! 
I hope you too, along the way, had a lot of fun. Above all last year the club 
continued in a friendly and relaxed mode, where the offer of help came before 
criticism, and everyone pulled together. 
It is the season of 'goodwill to all men' and this would be a very good theme to 
carry through our club life next year. 
It was interesting that during my wanders at the Sandown Show I was 
congratulated (twice) on the number of young members that we had at our stand! 
When I looked around, it was true that there did not seem many at other stalls. It 
is testimony to the time and encouragement that many members have given to 
them. Likewise, we appreciate the energy, enthusiasm and stamina that they can 
give back to the club! I think we can go into 2010 with optimism, and, on that 
note, I wish everyone a 'Very Happy Christmas' and a 'Happy New Year'. 

Mike 
60th Anniversary Ideas 
 

I now have quite a collection of ideas for the 60th anniversary celebrations for us 
to discuss at our January committee meeting and this is a ‘last call’ for any 
further thoughts on this before the doors will be closed after the Christmas and 
New Year break. Our decisions will then be reported in the February edition of 
this magazine and will also be up for final approval at the AGM. 

Andrew 
Sandown Park Exhibition 
 

It was a long 
weekend and quite 
hard work but so 
enjoyable. I think 
that short sentence 
sums up our efforts 
at last weekend’s 
Sandown Park 
exhibition and I am 
sure I speak for 
everyone who 
helped out in 
saying that it was 
well worth that 
effort. Having not 
displayed at an 

exhibition for many years we dipped our toes last year at the Shepton Mallet 
show, which proved to be a fun weekend but not quite in our league in terms of 
being a proper Model Engineering show. The traditional Sandown Park show had 
moved to Ascot Racecourse for a couple of years, the first of which was the 
Centenary celebration of Model Engineer magazine but after a poorer showing in 
2008 moved back to Esher this year and as a result we were invited to display. 



Very much a traditional ME show, with many of the usual traders and clubs it was 
definitely up our street and being the ‘right’ side of London is quite easy for us to 
get to. John Baldwin, Andrew S and I had done much of the preparation work for 
the show and thanks to many contributions from members and a generous stand 
size we were able to put together a good mixture of locomotives and stationary 
engines alike. Daniel, Geoff, John B, John G and I set up on the Thursday of the 
previous week in time for the three day event starting on the Friday and were 
‘well loaded’ when we left the club that afternoon. Set up was actually pretty 
straightforward with good access to part of the 1st floor suite we were allocated 
and a more generous pitch size than previous thought too. Once all was 
arranged we retired home to prepare for the next three days, which were very 
well supported by members wishing to man the stand. In fact all three days over 
the weekend went extremely well with quite a number of other exhibitors and 
public alike stopping to admire our exhibits, to talk about similar interests or just 
to glean information about certain locomotives or our club as a whole. It was also 
nice to see so many members helping out over the four days to share their 
experiences and have a general chat and some light hearted banter too. Sunday 
of course came round all too quickly and we were soon in the heat of battle for 
the use of the lift as displays were quickly dismantled and models boxed ready 
for the journey home. From a personal perspective it was a superb weekend, well 
worth the organisation and being there for all 4 days meant getting a chance to 
talk to members of other clubs and traders alike, which is not normally possible 

when you visit an 
exhibition for just 
a single day. 
Through these 
pages I would like 
to thank 
everybody for 
their help before, 
during and at the 
end of weekend, 
and also for the 
loan of so many 
exhibits for us to 
display. It was a 
good mix and one 
which is 

representative of our hobby rather than some stands which only seem to display 
the ‘crème de la crème’ of their efforts and do not realistically show the work of 
most of the Model Engineers today. Finally, we did, during the show get asked if 
we would be prepared to display again next year as they have already booked 
the exhibition for the same weekend at Sandown Park, and subject to discussion 
I would like to think that would be a resounding yes! 
(See Pictures Above: ‘Our’ stand and ‘their’ stand looking towards Heathrow) 



Ed No. Along with the many positive comments we received during the show, I 
think the most positive comment was how many people remarked about the 
number of younger members who helped out on our stand during the exhibition. 
It wasn’t just a few, but quite a few in fact and this was also the case as we 
passed around the show and stopped to talk to traders. The lady on the Myford 
stand was especially pleased to see younger members buying items for their 
lathes, although we had just boosted their takings by £147! Seriously though, it 
was very commendable to hear such comments and is a credit to where the club 
currently is in terms of our junior section. 

Andrew 
Recent Social Events… 
 

With the aforementioned exhibition having taken up much of our time in recent 
weeks the only social event to mention since the last magazine is the Bonfire 
Night held at the beginning of November. Inspired by a newspaper story from last 
year we decided to build a ‘representation’ of the Tower of London this year, 
using 80 or so acquired pallets, together with much donated and recently 
sourced wood cuttings. Having spent much of the previous weekend getting 
thoroughly wet whilst collecting our ‘haul’ we then had a dry and clear day to 
build our bonfire. Many hands make light work and thanks to an army of 
volunteers we set to and got most of the structure erected before lunchtime and 
then spent the remainder of the afternoon clearing up and filling in before the 

guy, ravens and 
flags were added 
as a final finishing 
touch.  
The sweepstake for 
this years bonfire 
was how long it 
would take for all 4 
birds (one strung 
from each tower) to 
fall to the ground. 
Bets were taken 
and after a sluggish 
start the fire soon 
took a hold of the 
mass of wood and 
it was touch and go 

towards the end as Ray and Howard were both in with a shout of winning. The 
last two birds held on for quite some time and with the time at 49 minutes and 56 
seconds, Howard won with a guess of 50 minutes on the nose! 
A call from the kitchen meant that our food was ready and with a bumper turn out 
of members and family we had 36 people squeezed into the clubhouse at one 
point and barely enough potatoes to go around. 
Soon after followed the fireworks, which all went very well except for a couple of 
rockets that experienced ‘false starts’ and exploded on the ground, 



much to the surprise of the crowd and also to myself who was fast retreating 
close by! With a few still to let off we were caught in a steady rain shower but can 
count ourselves very lucky with the weather as many places nearby had got a 
soaking much earlier! 
Through these pages I would like to thank everybody who helped collect wood 
for the bonfire and who helped out on the day building it. To Andrew S for making 
four very realistic life size ‘birds’ and a guy, and of course to Val and John for 
preparing a large amount of food for us all, which really makes the evening what 
it is.  

Andrew 
Winter Work 
 

Having had such a dry and mild September and October it had to rain at some 
point and the last few weeks have not disappointed in that respect. Outside 
duties have been almost entirely curtailed by the recent downpours and even 
when it has been dry the ground has been so wet as to make any outdoor work 
almost impossible. It is one of the reasons that we really have a good bash at the 
outdoor jobs pre-Bonfire Night when the weather is generally warmer and more 
settled, and the day light longer. 
John Midderigh, along with many helpers have continued to clear leaves and 
debris from around the track, aided by recent mid-week gales that brought most 
of the remaining leaves to ground, along with some twigs and larger branches! 
Dave Mattingley, Roy Preston, Andrew S and I dealt with one such branch the 
other weekend, which had fortunately come down light end first and followed that 
by culling a number of dead branches in the cutting by signal four all of which 
seemed to have attacked by ‘worm’. A very large tree, which had also been worm 
infested, had come down in the lane the previous weekend and Andrew S and I 
had gone down to help a couple of local residents clear the fall to the side of the 
road and make it passable again. 
Inside, much of our time recently has been spent on show preparation and also 
getting odd jobs done on the ‘boys’ locomotives! It is very encouraging to see a 
lot of spare time now being used to construct and improve locomotives and I 
think it is fair to say that all our regular youngsters are having a go at one project 
or another and I hope that this long continues. 
Meanwhile, Peter Chapman and Graham have continued with the construction of 
the new carriage shed doors, which are now nearly ready for fitting. They have 
been mostly painted and we are now waiting for a break in the weather for this to 
be possible, although with Christmas now upon us this will probably be in 
abeyance until after the New Year. 
Also, Geoff and Daniel have now all but finished painting one set of Pullman 
trucks, with just a final cream coat to be applied, followed by the transfers and 
lining to complete those four trucks. The next set will then come inside for 
painting, which will commence in the New Year. 
I will of course update these pages in February when most of the winter work 
should have been completed and we will be looking at the new season, which is 
then only a month or so away. 

Andrew 



Forthcoming Events 
 

With 2009 all but done our next social event will be in the next decade - albeit by 
just the one day! 2010 starts with our usual New Year’s Day run, where the track 
is pretty much a free-for-all for those who want to have a run in the cold! 
A couple of the regular Thursday Club Night’s follow and then I am planning 
another ‘Bits & Pieces’ night for the first Saturday of February. Our last evening 
like this in 2008 was extremely successful, with many ‘Bits & Pieces’ displayed 
and much to talk about. I will therefore be inviting offers of ‘anything’ and 
‘everything’ to display during the evening and if you would like to display any of 
your worldly creations then please do not hesitate to contact me via the 
newsletter or most weekends at the club and I will duly add your name to the list! 
Traditionally the AGM has, in recent years, been held on the first Saturday of 
March and next year will be no exception with a date of 6th being the first 
Saturday of the month in 2010. Details and a copy of last year’s minutes will of 
course be sent out by the beginning of February in readiness for the meeting. 
The 2010 season then commences on 27th March, a week before Easter which is 
again very early next year. 
Details of other events for 2010 will be announced during the spring time in the 
February or April editions and several ‘days out’ are in the pipeline, including our 
annual visits to other tracks around the area. 
 

Diary of Events 
 

1st January 2010 – New Year's Day Run – Will start at approx. 1000 
 
7th January 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
4th February 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
6th February 2010 – Bits & Pieces Night – Please see above – From 1800. 
 
4th March 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
6th March 2010 – SMLS AGM – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
27th / 28th March 2010 – Timetabled start to 2010 running season 
 
1st April 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
6th May 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
3rd June 2010 – Club Night & Visit to Beech Hurst by Lavender Line from 1800 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check black / notice boards in the Clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew 



Showtime! After much planning and preparation we finally enjoyed a 
very nice weekend at Sandown Park racecourse, near Esher last 
weekend where we had a large stand to display our many exhibits. 
Boosted by generous contributions from members we had what was by 
far the largest pitch in that suite and as a result were able to produce a 
fine array of locomotives, model stationary engines and even a model 
tractor, along with many electronic pictures and video shorts for visitors 
to enjoy as they passed by or stopped to chat. 
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