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GWR Visitor: Not intentional, 
but another GWR locomotive 
on the cover this time! This is 
Dave Andrew's superb 15xx 
tank engine being prepared 
on the steaming bays during 
the visit from Basingstoke on 
8th June. A report & pictures 
from their visit and the one 
from Chelmsford follow… 

Editor



Editor's Notes 
 
As I type these notes we have just passed the 'Summer Solstice' and are sliding 
(albeit very slowly at present) towards shorter daylight hours! On the bright side 
the recent mini heat wave and impressive electrical storms occurred during the 
mid-week, so our weekend operations have been largely unaffected by rain. 
Since the last newsletter, just after Easter, we have maintained our 100% record 
for 2019 with no days lost to rain – yet! That said, there have been some quite 
close calls and it is fair to say we have not got away totally unscathed! Just ask 
the guys from Basingstoke who caught a particularly potent shower at about 
midday during their visit! Luckily all of our other 'specials' have been dry and for 
the most part warm too. Hopefully this trend will last into July and August during 
which time our diary is quite busy. All of these 'extras' are a pleasant change 
from our day-to-day public running and proof enough there is more to our railway 
than just operating trains between 14:00 – 17:00. Another boost for 2019 are the 
number of new and often 'younger' members joining SMLS. There have been 
several applications in recent months and another couple of potentially interested 
people too, which is a very good sign and hopefully they find our club to be a 
friendly and welcoming place they want to come back to time and again! We 
must all ensure this is the case. Over and above this friendly face, anything else 
we can do to encourage new members can only be a good thing for the future… 
From the April edition, I would like to thank Andrew S & Dan for their articles and 
to Fraser & Linda C for their pictorial contributions. In this edition, there are 
reports and pictures from the visits by Chelmsford and Basingstoke, our 'Open 
Day', BBQ evening and 'Under 30's Day', together with the usual writings and an 
updated Diary to take us through to Christmas, so please read on and enjoy… 
 

Andrew B 
Chairman's Notes 
 
Following the first three months of the season, it's been a very busy period for the 
railway. Despite the weather not being the best for a few weeks, we've still 
managed to operate a service every weekend, achieve our 'Open Day' and enjoy 
a successful BBQ evening. Our operating weekends have been steady and 
we've had at least 4 trains a day on all but one afternoon, which is very good and 
I thank everyone who has helped so far this season. We had two visits within a 
week, the first coming from Chelmsford on 1st June and the second coming from 
Basingstoke on 8th June, which also coincided with our 'Open Day'. Despite the 
weather being suspect, the 'Open Day' was a big success and we had a nice 
collection of locomotives on display on Big Boy's siding. In addition, there was a 
tent with a 'G' gauge layout from the West Sussex 'G' gauge Society and our 
workshop was open to the public with machines and other tools available to view. 
The public very much enjoyed themselves. A big thanks to Mike Wakeling & Nick 
for organising this. Our first BBQ of the year took place on 22nd June and we 
were very lucky with the weather, it was a lovely evening with a good turnout of 
members and various locomotives operating too. 



Moving on to the safety side of things, there are a couple of concerns that I will 
mention and it's very important that drivers take note. We've had a few incidents 
at the station where drivers have arrived too quickly, which has resulted in 
shunting the train in front. I request that all drivers approach the station with 
caution and please take care. Shunting the train ahead not only risks damage to 
your locomotive but it could also cause an accident with a member of the public; 
it can even shunt two trains at the same time! Any accident could be bad news 
and how easy it is to have news spread over social media it really isn't worth the 
risk for the sake of a few extra seconds. If this does happen the operations 
managers and / or the TC will be aware of the situation. I also ask all drivers to 
leave a couple of feet from the train in front when at the station. 
The committee has decided to create a 'Defect sheet' and this will be placed on a 
clipboard near the telephone in the clubhouse, the idea being that any incidents 
during an operating day can be reported on this sheet. This can be anything from 
an incident with the track, the trucks, a Signal Passed At Danger, a shunt at the 
station etc... This should help with communication and make sure the relevant 
people are aware of the situations that have arisen. Hopefully it won't have to be 
used often. We don't actually have an official 'Defect sheet' for operating 
situations between 2-5pm as we've been focusing more on the pre-running 
records, so this will be a good thing to have. We hope to have this in place in 
early July. I know it's more forms, records and writing but that is the world we live 
in now unfortunately. 
Working towards the future of keeping our club secure we are in early 
negotiations with Mid Sussex District Council about signing a new lease. I 
attended a meeting back in April discussing the Learning Centre and I was told 
by Chris Coppens (MSDC legal service) that we could surrender our remaining 
lease and have a brand new 28 year lease. We've felt that this is an opportunity 
that we can't turn down and we have decided to make the moves to start the 
negotiations. This will be our own separate lease and will have no connection to 
the Learning Centre. Any feedback or possible ideas that you'd like to give to the 
committee about the lease then please contact the Secretary. 
The popularity of our 2018 'Winter Lights Event' took everyone by surprise. To 
remind everyone, we carried more than 2,000 passengers over four evenings 
and despite the weather it would be fair to say that all members involved in the 
event thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Therefore we are going to do it all again! 
Please make a note of the dates:  Friday 13th,  Saturday 14th, Sunday 15th & 
 Monday 16th December 2019 between 4-7pm . Now we know what to potentially 
expect, we want to be better prepared this year and as a result, a volunteer duty 
sheet has been drawn up and it is pinned to the notice board for members to put 
themselves down to help out. To be a success, we need as many members as 
possible to assist so that everyone can have regular breaks and a chance to sit 
down and warm up in the clubhouse. We plan to run 5 trains every night and 
each one will have a guard, which I will admit is not particularly appealing in the 
middle of December; however, guarding is just as vital to the success of the 
event. Please consult your diaries and put your name down if you can help. 

Dan 



House Keeping 
 
I have also had a request from a couple of members to mention about the use of 
mugs, plates and cutlery by members. Can everyone please wash up and dry 
their own items once finished with because we've had various days where there 
is a big stack of washing up and one person has to do it before they can go 
home, which is unfair. 

Dan 
Free Ride Letter 
 
Attention all Station Masters! As a gift to local schools you may come across the 
following letter during the remainder of the season, which entitles the bearer to 
two free rides for themselves and up to one other adult and three children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew S 



Chelmsford Visit by Andrew B 
 
Our first club visit of 2019 was held on Saturday 1st June when we welcomed 
some of our friends from Chelmsford to Beech Hurst. A bright and sunny start 
greeted our guests and this year they brought along 4 steam locomotives and 2 
electric locomotives. In no particular order these were: 2x 5" 'Simplex's', 5" 'V3', 
2x 5" 'Orenstein & Koppel' 'Polly's', 5" Class 25 & a 5" freelance electric shunter. 
The first locomotives were on the track before 11:00 by which time it was starting 
to get quite warm and only forecast to get hotter! One of the 'Polly' locomotives 
came off fairly soon afterwards following a problem with the lubricator, joined 
shortly afterwards by the Class 25, which had overheated trying to push another 
dead locomotive home (not much peace for the TC on visiting days!). Once 
cooled down the Class 25 rejoined the party and this was later joined by both 
'Simplex's' and the 'V3' which largely operated our passenger service, along with 
the freelance electric locomotive and a Class 66, which came with visitors from 
Crawley. It was not a particularly busy afternoon, but very pleasant nonetheless, 
and nice to be able to sit back and allow others to enjoy our track, and run our 
timetabled trains. My thanks through these pages to all the SMLS members who 
helped out during the course of the day, Andrew S, Roy P, Sam H and Steve S to 
name but a few, and to our guests from Chelmsford who provided the majority of 
the motive power for our afternoon service. Following this successful day, 
hopefully we can organise a similar visit either later this season or again in 2020 
(pictures from 2019 appear below)… 
 

 
 

Picture above: The Class 25 together with one of the 'Polly's' riding 'piggy back' 



 
 
Picture above: Brian with his 5" 'Simplex' passes the steaming bays at lunchtime 
 

 
 
Picture above: The 'V3' climbing towards the short tunnel during the afternoon 



Basingstoke Visit & SMLS 'Open Day' by Andrew B 
 
The following Saturday, 8th June, we then held two events on one day. Our 'Open 
Day' had been pencilled in for some while and when Basingstoke asked if they 
could visit on that day, it seemed the perfect opportunity to combine the two and 
make a bigger event. The 'Open Day' consisted of a large 'G' gauge layout being 
erected on our back lawn, together with a display of 5" locomotives parked on 
Brian's siding. Access was provided through the workshop where we had a small 
display of exhibits as well as machinery labelled up if visitors wanted to know 
what each bit of 'kit' is used for. Unlike the previous weekend, the weather had 
turned unsettled and the forecast was for early showers, followed by brighter 
spells later on. Our guests arrived from about 09:30 and soon there were fires lit 
and engines being oiled up ready for a run. Including Adrian with his 'Manor' from 
our home fleet, there were 5 locomotives in action during the day, providing an all 
steam service! The other 4 (all from Basingstoke) being: 2x 5" 'B1's', 5" '15xx' 
and a 5" 'Q'. Running commenced at about 11:00 and despite a couple of 
morning showers (including one short-lived deluge about midday) our guests 
managed to get a good number of laps in before they all retired to the siding to 
have their lunch. While the 5" track was busy, so the 'G' gauge guys were busy 
setting up their circuit ready for the afternoon's activities. The showers had not 
helped with this preparation, however Mike W had been sensible enough to build 
our 'party tent' in readiness the previous night and as such most of their layout 
stayed dry despite the rain! 
 

 
 
Picture above: The 'party tent' with 'G' gauge in action ready for the 'Open Day' 



Inside, the workshop had been tidied and the exhibits were now in place for our 
planned start time of 14:00. The afternoon was average at best, not helped by 
the final day of the South of England Show taking place just a few miles north! 
That said, it was a fun afternoon, with no mishaps and we were lucky to watch 
numerous showers pass to the north, while we stayed dry for the duration! Up at 
the clubhouse, there was plenty of interest in all of the exhibits and in particular 
the 'G' gauge layout was very popular with the children. Like the previous 
Saturday it was just a pleasant afternoon and the fact that it stayed dry helped no 
end! As 17:00 approached so we began to reduce the number of trains on the 
track and soon it was time to drop the fires, clean down and sweep up for another 
day. With the 'G' gauge layout taken down and packed away, Mike W decided to 
take all of their volunteers for ride on the railway behind his Class 73, complete 
with 4 trucks, 12 adults and John B riding as 'pillion' on the back! Downhill was 
absolutely fine but uphill required assistance, particularly with a stray shower 
having just dampened the track! Undeterred, a second lap with a slightly faster 
run up and the poor machine just about made the climb on to the 'Bowling Green' 
straight! Not bad for a small locomotive with nearly 1 ton of meat behind! A fun 
end to another fun day and despite the early and late showers it worked out really 
well. A big thank you to Mike W & Nick for their efforts to put this event on, as 
well as a lot of other SMLS members, too many to name, who helped out during 
the day. A great team effort and together with the extra help from the guys from 
Basingstoke and the West Sussex 'G' gauge a really worthwhile event, plus an all 
steam passenger service too! Here's to 2020 (more pictures appear below)… 
 

 
 
Picture above: The 'Q' class passes the steaming bays during the afternoon 



 
 
Picture above: Richard from the K&ESR with one of the 'B1's' from Basingstoke 
 

 
 
Picture above: Mike W with his Class 73 and a heavy load that is about to stall 



Charity Petanque & BBQ Evening by Andrew B 
 
After a weeks break, we then held another event on Saturday 22nd June – our 
first BBQ of the year. A fine, dry and fairly busy afternoon led into an equally fine, 
dry and almost perfect evening. The afternoon service was largely dominated by 
a sizeable group (100+) who hired the Petanque pistes for a charity day to raise 
money for local cancer support (see picture below: taken during the afternoon). 
 

 
 
This has become an annual event and for 2019 SMLS helped to support it by 
offering 'ride all afternoon' tickets for £3 to those participating. As it turned out we 
sold over 40 of these wrist bands and the parents must have considered it £3 
well spent as the children certainly made the most of the unlimited offer! 
Into the evening and we swopped the direction of travel and ran Saturday 
direction for the BBQ. Over 20 members and family came up to enjoy a very 
pleasant evening during which we ran numerous trains, including the 'Black 5', 
Mick R's 'Hunslet', Mike W's Class 73, Nick's 'Jinty' and finally the 'Pump Trolley' 
(see pictures on the next two pages). One of the trains consisted of numerous 
goods wagons and our guards van. It was the perfect backdrop for us to relax, 
have a chat and enjoy the peace and quiet of Beech Hurst once the masses had 
gone home. Through these pages I would like to thank everybody who helped 
during the day, including Linda & John G who had a busy afternoon on the 
station and of course to Val & John for the preparation of the onions and 
puddings for the BBQ. Also, to everybody else who came up to support the BBQ 
evening and make this event a huge success. Here's to two more in August… 
 



 
 
Picture above: Mick R & Nick prepare their locomotives for the BBQ evening 
 

 
 
Picture above: New member Andrew Ellis driving Mike W's Class 73 



 
 
Picture above: The barbeque is busy as members get stuck into their food 
 

 
 
Picture above: The 'Black 5' at the head of the goods train waiting for the signal 



Under 30's Day 
 
Last Sunday, 30th June, our railway was operated entirely by the 'younger' 
members, allowing the older generation a well earned day off! 10 of our 'younger' 
membership including: Dan, Mark A, Adam, Nick, Andrew S, Tom, Sam H, 
Fraser, Sam R & Edward operated the service, which consisted of 4 trains. It was 
another very pleasant afternoon and a good team effort all round. There are not 
many clubs who could operate a service such as ours with all 'younger' 
members, so for that we should be very proud. 
 

 
 
Picture above: The 'team' of 2019, from l-r: Mark A, Adam, Andrew S (back), 
Sam R (front), Fraser, Sam H (back), Tom (front), Dan & Nick. 

Dan  
Work in Progress – 'Royal Scot' & Wagons 
 
Since the last newsletter, work on the oil tankers has slowed up somewhat as I 
have been working through the remaining brake gear components and the 
summer season becomes busy with other duties outside of the workshop. So 
much as I like the summer months, it is always frustrating when projects that are 
seemingly moving along quite quickly during the spring, suddenly slow up once 
other commitments start to come into play. Anyway, hopefully by the August 
edition the mechanical work will be complete with the final task of adding some 
paint to finish! I have now found a second example of this wagon at the Great 
Central Railway, so no.2 will be based on their BP / Shell vehicle… 

Andrew B 



Forthcoming & Diary of Events 
 
July sees 3 visits to SMLS by different groups starting with 10th Haywards Heath 
Beavers on Tuesday 16th at 17:30. Their visit will feature a tour of our railway, a 
demonstration of how locomotives / machinery work and of course a train ride. 
The Beaver group are children aged 6-8 years old, so they need to be kept busy 
and entertained but are potential future junior members, so definitely worthwhile. 
We have volunteer guide's already in place but other helpers will be most useful. 
If you are interested then please see Andrew S or Mike W for more details. 
The following Wednesday, 24th, we are due to welcome another local group but 
this time at the other end of the age spectrum. The U3A Railway Studies Group 
have pencilled in a visit to Beech Hurst to look at our facilities and in addition to 
ride on the railway. The U3A Group are mainly retired folk but who all have an 
interest or passion for railways. Hopefully they will enjoy their visit to SMLS and 
once again if you can volunteer for the evening, all help will be much appreciated. 
The planned start time is 17:00 and please see Andrew S for further details. 
Monday 29th July and we have been asked to run trains for 'The Yews' parent 
and toddler group. We have been supporting this local charity for more years 
than I can remember and they are always a pleasure to have at the railway. In 
addition for 2019, it has been agreed to operate trains until 16:00 and all monies 
taken will be donated to a local charity. If you are available to help out on this day 
then do please put your name in the running book asap, so we can plan the level 
of service. Operating times will be 13:00 – 16:00. 
Finally for July is a visit by the Focus Model Engineers on Wednesday 31st from 
circa. 10:00. For their visit in 2018 they brought along 4 very nice steam 
locomotives and pretty much operated our service during the day. It was hot and 
sunny if memory serves me right and hopefully 2019 will be an equally good day. 
The next day, Thursday 1st August, and we have been invited to play the 
Petanque club from 17:30, followed by a BBQ once the matches are concluded. 
Previous years have been great fun and absolutely no experience is required. 
The BBQ is a 'Bring Your Own' style and is a nice opportunity to relax and have a 
chat with our neighbours from across the way. A list will appear on the 
whiteboard during the next week or so and do please add your name to the list if 
you would like to play. For more details, please speak with Mike W at the club. 
Looking further ahead into August and we have a Double-Heading £3 All 
Afternoon Day on Saturday 10th, which in practise will feature 3 long trains hauled 
by 2 locomotives each. Running times will be the same as per normal, however 
extra volunteer drivers, guards and station staff will be required, so if you are 
available then please add your name to the list in the running book. 
Our third BBQ of the year has been pencilled in for Saturday 24th August and like 
the June BBQ will be a 'Bring Your Own' affair with onions and puddings 
provided. The BBQ will start at 18:00 or thereabouts after our passenger service. 
Into September and the Focus Model Engineers are due to pay a second visit to 
SMLS on Saturday 7th with a start time of 10:00. 
 



The following Wednesday, 11th, and it is the turn of Crowborough club to visit 
SMLS. This is a non-running day and the railway will be open for the benefit of 
our visitors to have a fun run. As such, rides will not be offered. This visit is 
planned to start from 10:00 and this will be confirmed in the August edition. 
On our last Saturday of the season, we will run additional hours from 14:00 until 
20:00, a.k.a our 'Dusk Run'. If we get an evening similar to 2018 then we will 
hopefully do very well and it was great fun for ourselves and for the passengers. 
It was this run that really spawned the idea for the Christmas event that was 
hugely popular. Although a little way off yet, another date for your diary and of 
course extra volunteers will be required for the evening shift. Names in the 
running book will be most welcome, so we know the extra hours can be covered. 
Finally for now, please make a note of the dates for our 'Christmas Lights Event' 
in December. A list is now on the whiteboard in the clubhouse and do add your 
name for the day(s) you can commit to in the duty(duties) you are able to cover. It 
is necessary to make sure all turns are covered and in addition there is likely to 
be a call for volunteers to help set up / tidy up during the weekends prior to this, 
so please keep an eye on future newsletters for details of these dates. 
I will of course keep the Diary updated during the course of the season and 
between now and the end of September there may well be one or two more items 
to add, so please keep a check on the whiteboard in the clubhouse for details… 
 

16th July 2019 – 10th Haywards Heath Beavers to visit SMLS – See details above 
 
24th July 2019 – U3A Railway Studies Group to visit SMLS – See details above 
 
29th July 2019 – 'The Yews' to visit SMLS & a Charity Run – See details above 
 
31st July 2019 – Focus Model Engineers to visit SMLS – Will start from 10:00 
 
1st August 2019 – Petanque Match & BBQ – Will start from 17:30 
 
10th August 2019 – Double-Heading £3 All Afternoon Day – Will start from 14:00 
 
24th August 2019 – 'End of Summer' BBQ – Will start from 18:00 
 
7th September 2019 – Focus Model Engineers to visit SMLS – From 10:00 
 
11th September 2019 – Crowborough to visit SMLS – Will start from 10:00 
 
28th September 2019 – Afternoon / Dusk Run – From 14:00 to 20:00 
 
13th – 16th December 2019 – Christmas Lights Event – See details above 
 

NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check white / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew B 



Model Railway Show: One item that I have omitted from the main 
body of this edition was the display by SMLS at the Haywards Heath 
Model Railway Show on Saturday 11th May. Co-organised by SMLS 
members Andrew S, John Ely & I amongst others, the HHMRS 
brought together a really nice collection of model railway layouts, 
societies and traders. Included was a small display by SMLS and I 
apologise that during the hectic day my only photograph of our stand 
was taken from the balcony looking down into the 'small' hall. The 
stand was manned by Adam, Nick, Ray, Sam H & Sam R, and 
contained Adam's 'Stirling Single', SMLS guards van & Nick's 'Jinty'. 
Final thanks to all those who took a turn on the stand and hopefully it 
proved to be a fruitful day… 

Sussex Miniature Locomotive Society Ltd 
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