
 
 

 

Issue  30

Dear all, 

Sadly I have to inform you that another dear friend and long standing fellow 
member John Gange passed away overnight on Monday in a nursing home in 
Norfolk where he had been for the last couple of months. 

 
John joined the Society in 1991 and had been actively involved in the club until 
he and Marian moved to Diss in Norfolk in 2016 to be nearer their family.  



 
 

John was a very able engineer from whom many of us learnt a lot and he was 
keen to help our younger members. He liked to be involved in Club ac vi es 
and had spent several years on the commi ee and was always enthusias c to 
help us on track work before he moved to Norfolk. 
John became our biscuit man bringing an excellent selec on of biscuits to the 
club and also renowned for his maintenance of our lawn and the crisp edges 
that it always had. 
I know several members were still in contact with John and Marian and he will 
be sadly missed. All our thoughts are with Marian and the family at this very 
sad time.  

Hope you enjoy the 30th Edition.    

Keep Safe everyone. 

Mike W 

 

Brief club house NEWS  

 
Great news, today 15th October I have taken these photos of the clubhouse 
with the scaffolding in place to allow the roofers to start on Monday. 

 



 
 

 
The scaffolding will be in place for at least the next two weeks and access to 
the site will be very restricted during this time. The roofers will be on site from 
Monday morning making the area around the building a hard hat area with the 
responsibility for safety being transferred to the contractor to ensure safety 
regulations are maintained during this period keeping both us and the public 
safe. 
 My thanks go to Howard Strongitharm for taking on the responsibility of being 
our daily representative on site managing access for the contractors over this 
period of time. If for any reason you need emergency access to the site please 
contact Howard through Andrew. 
 Covid-19 
We are watching the Covid-19 situation very closely and after the roof has 
been completed we will seriously review the current government regulations to 
see if we can within those guidelines allow the use of the club house. 
It must be accepted that the current ground rules are changing daily and 
subsequently our access to the club house may well change overnight. 
Whatever we do must be without risk of Covid -19 transfer and for this reason 
alone the sensible thing maybe to just keep the club House closed until further 
notice. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Old Sleepers 
 
We have a pile of several sleepers for sale that have come from our track but 
are still relatively sound (see photo below) 

 
 
 

We have rapidly put them on ebay for sale last weekend as it was a £1 
weekend. If we do not have any takers, if anyone knows of anyone who would 
be interested in taking them away please let us know.   
As always many thanks for the team of helpers and the security team.  
 
Mike W. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Mike P’s musings No.28 

 Another week, and autumn weather is here, and it looks like the wretched 
virus is on the “up” again, especially in the north of the country. Lockdowns are 
returning to some ci es! 
  The “covid gang”, Roy, Graham, John G., Mick R., and myself, were able to do a 
few jobs last Monday to keep the place dy. Graham and I got the pressure 
washer fired up, although it wasn’t keen to start!  

            

 



 
 

 As usual, a li le maintenance and TLC were required before work commenced. 
Roy and Mick cleared around the transporter, John removed the sludge from 
the steaming bay drainage. The two traversers are all cleaned down and 
perhaps we will be able to get a coat of bitumen on the mainline transporter 
next week if the weather is kind, and, if, we are s ll allowed out!  Mike W. 
popped by, and screwed a couple of sturdy ba ens across the lo  hatch in the 
engine shed in prepara on for roof works.  
  This year, I’m sure we have all been watching the seasons come and go as we 
take our daily walks along the same paths. The leaves are changing around my 
village now, and I was thinking about the trees and the weather.  I recalled one 
October, back in 2008, when we ran trains very late, un l the middle of the 
month. So, I found a couple of photos that Linda Chen gave me, showing  
autumnal colours, and my Atlan c. It’s scary to think that that was 12 years ago 
now, and the kids on my train will all be grown up and unrecognizable in 2020. 
Nice autumn shots. 

 



 
 

 
Back in the 1990’s, I used to do regular “leaf tours”, taking groups around New 
England and Canada in late September and into mid-October. …none of which 
will be happening this year! It was a beau ful trip, although very hard work, 
about 2,000 miles and 10 different hotels in 14 nights! I used to do two of 
these each year, star ng in Boston, across to Vermont, up to Montreal, down 
through Toronto and cross back into the USA near Buffalo, finally, on to New 
York city for a couple of nights. A er checking the clients into JFK airport for 
their homeward flight, I used to grab a taxi and fight through the traffic to La 
Guardia airport for the turbo prop flight back up to Boston in me to meet the 
evening arrival of the next group in Boston’s Logan airport! 
 Anyway, the first group used to see the best colours up in the north, when we 
toured the Lauren an Mountains (north of Montreal), whereas the October 
group saw colour in Canada and New York state. If viewed from a satellite, it 
was always reckoned that the band of autumn colour travelled from north to 
south at about 70 kms a day on average.  
One par cular autumn, a colleague, who was on a tour star ng a day behind 
mine, called to ask me “how are the colours in the Lauren ans today”?   I said 
they had been spectacular on our tour. He told his group they could expect 
beau ful colours when they visited the Lauren ans tomorrow. That night, the 
tail end of an off-shore hurricane came barrelling up country. Needless to say, 
they saw only s cks and twigs…..the leaves were gone! Such is life! 



 
 

I sent Mike a picture of a hillside on the route down from Montreal to Toronto 
off highway 401. That’s how it should have been!  (Taken with my trusty li le 
Olympus Trip). 

 
 Stay well. 
Mike P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Andrew Ellis 
Sunset over the mill.  

 
 



 
 

 
A Short Exposi on Of The Vacuum Brake.  Part 1. 
By John Richardson. 

 

  In June 1889 an excursion train loaded with an incredible 940 passengers – 
most of them school children, le  the sta on at Armagh in Northern Ireland, 
which is at the foot of a three mile gradient of around 1 in 75. The train consisted 
of 15 vehicles, which was two more than was allowed for the class of engine that 
was hauling it and the train eventually stalled on the gradient just short of the 
summit. The train was fi ed with a non automa c form of the vacuum brake, in 
which air is admi ed to the brakes to release them and a vacuum created to 
apply them (the opposite of the system in use today). With the train at a 
stands ll, a decision was taken to divide it, so that the engine could take the first 
five vehicles over the top to a refuge siding and then return for the rest. As soon 
as the train was split between the fi h and sixth coaches, the brake would 
inevitably be released on all the vehicles in the rear, leaving only the guard’s 
handbrake to hold the train on the gradient. Despite a empts to scotch the 
wheels with stones, this was not enough and the ten coaches began to roll back 
down the hill at ever increasing speed.  To make ma ers worse, the regular 
service train was now coming up the hill to meet the runaways, having been 
dispatched on the ‘ me interval’ system – also now outlawed.  In the ensuing 
terrible collision, over 80 lives were lost – many of them being young children.  
 

 
   



 
 

This was a defining moment in the history of railways, for a bill was has ly rushed 
through Parliament which made it compulsory for passenger trains to be fi ed 
with an automa c brake on all vehicles and for absolute block working to be 
introduced on all Bri sh Railways – the la er ensuring that only one train was 
ever allowed into a sec on of line (block) at any me. 
  The automatic vacuum brake, which is what concerns us here, is designed so 
that in the event of the train becoming divided due to a coupling failure, the 
brake pipes will also be torn apart and air will rush in and destroy the vacuum, 
thereby stopping both portions of the divided train. If you ever see a film where 
the hero (or villain, as the case may be) uncouples part of a moving passenger 
train and the front half continues running away, then you can impress your 
friends by asserting that it is all bullshit and telling them why.  
  Vacuum is usually measured in terms of the height of a column of mercury that 
can be hauled up a tube with the vacuum on top and atmospheric pressure 
beneath it. With a nearly perfect vacuum, atmospheric pressure which is just 
under 15 psi will support a mercury column of 30”, so as a rule of thumb we can 
say that 2” of mercury is equivalent to 1 psi. The vacuum brake system that was 
in general use on British Railways operated at 21” of mercury except on ex Great 
Western stock which used 25”, which means that the maximum braking force 
available in a cylinder with 21" vacuum on one side of the piston and full 
atmospheric pressure on the other is around 10 psi, (or 12 in the Great Western 
case). This is not a very big pressure which is the reason why vacuum brake 
cylinders are given such a large diameter so that there is enough piston area to 
develop the required braking force.  
  Apart from the vacuum brake cylinders, the other main parts of the system are 
the ejectors, which are there to create the vacuum in the first place, the driver’s 
application valve which he uses to allow air to enter the system to apply the 
brakes and the train pipe, which conveys the vacuum from the locomotive down 
the train to all the brake cylinders.  The guard on a passenger train also has an 
application valve and vacuum gauges so he too can apply the brake if required 
to do so.  
  Another requirement of the Act was that the passengers too would have a 
means of alerting the driver to a problem so that he could stop the train – hence 
the introduction of the communication cord. This will not stop the train dead in 
its’ tracks as many people believe but instead it will open a small air admission 
valve in the coach which will drop the vacuum enough to warn the driver, but 
not so much that he could not use the large ejector to blow the brake off again 
if he chose to do so - if for instance the train was going uphill in a tunnel, the 
driver would probably opt to drag the train out into the fresh air before stopping.  

To be continued:- 
John R 



 
 

 
News From Afar - 14 Oct. 

        
 
The Biscuit Bandit was spotted Monday morning. A few days prior I purchased 
some biscuits and fruit mince pies for the members and placed them on the table. 15 
or so minutes later when I looked the biscuits were all over the table and the packet 
of mince pies had been opened with one on the table. Nobody admitted to being in 
there. Looking around I noticed an apple had been pecked. The Ravens have paid a 
visit I thought, as I had seen them around the place frequently. Monday morning the 
Currawong was spotted inside the club house. When it eventually found the exit, it 
left a package for us to remember it by.  

… 
Sunday Public Run. 
 
 A good day with fine weather and a steady stream of people. 

  
 

Craig is seen here driving Santa Fe with families, I hope, as passengers. 
…………… 

 

Biscuit Bandit = Currawong 

 



 
 

  
I took my model PS Enterprise out for an airing, but also to show that we build 
models other than locos. 
 

 
 
Eric has been letting the youngsters have a drive once more as he did on numerous 
occasions at our old sight at Kingston. Always a winner with the youngsters and 
grown ups alike. We are hoping they grow up still liking the same experience. 



 
 

 

  
 
81 with another group and Mick taking a picture of me taking a picture of him. 
 

 
 
On the way into the club Sunday, this was seen approaching in the adjacent 
paddock ready for landing. The company I believe is ‘Balloons Aloft’ that takes 
people on early morning flights, at a price, with Champers on arrival. Landing is 
sometimes not the right word. 

  
 
 
New axles machined by yours truly for our ride on mower. 
  
 



 
 

 
 
You think you would have to be keen or insane to vacuum the track? Not really. John 
and Darryl are using the vacuum to remove the ballast from the track before adding 
more road base under the rail nearest the wall to help correct an ‘issue’. 
Maintenance Work - Wednesday 14 Oct. 

 
  
After some 
time with the 
‘Karcher’, we 
found that our 
red and black 
International 
tractor was in 
fact all red, 
when all the 
muck was 
removed. 
 
Amazing. 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Prior to cleaning that I had been cleaning the smoke residue from one of our containers 
that had been ‘torched’ a few years ago during a break in at the site. 
 
The residue has now been removed to allow painting as we pick up a steam loco 
Thursday, purchased for the club from a member. Part of the container will be used to 
carry out repairs to the loco, whilst the remainder will still be used to garage the two 
tractors. As I have experienced in the past, using a ‘Karcher’. removes the muck from 
one object, only to deposit it on another, in this case me.  

… 
 

 
 
 
 

Stay well. 
 

David - Canberra - 14h October 2020   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Special Trains. 
The smallest Standard gauge Locomo ve built in the UK. 
There appears to be two claims to this record that I can find so I have included 
both so that you can make up your own mind or show me the error of my 
search. 
It is claimed that the smallest loco ever built was called the “Gazelle” 
It was built by Dodman’s of Kings Lynn in 1893 for a William Burke  who had it 
built for his private use. 
It started out life as a 2-2-2 arrangement with wooden wheels  

 
It was only 17  2inches long and 7 feet 9 inches high and weighed in at 5 tons 
10 cwt when in opera on.  
I cannot find any reference as to why he had it built but following his death in 
1906 it was sold to a scrap to a dealer Thomas W. Ward in Sheffield. 
They finally sold it in February 1911 to a Colonel Stephens for use on the 
Shropshire and Montgomeryshire Railway. 
Later in that year it was modified by W.G. Bagnall to a new wheel arrangement 
of 0-4-2 and was fi ed with a cab and tender.  

 
Once converted it ran for approximately 20 years between Kinnerly junc on 
and Criggion hauling a single coach. 



 
 

In 1932 it was replaced by a Ford petrol railcar and was converted to an 
inspec on vehicle in 1937. During the war, the Army took over the line and 
a er the forma on of Bri sh Railways, the loco found a new home at 
Longmoor Military Railway, and a new coat of Longmoor Blue paint. 

 

 

In 1970 when Longmoor closed, Gazelle spent 25 years at York Museum, and 
the Museum of Army Transport at Beverley. 
The Beverly Army Museum, closed on 22nd August 2003 and the li le engine, 
s ll in blue moved to the Colonel Stephens Museum at Tenderton, where it s ll 
resides on loan from the York Railway Museum. 
The second locomo ve claiming to be the smallest was built for Courtaulds at 
Greenfield Works at Holywell. 

 
Flying “Buffer Beam” Pecke  0-4-0T No. 1900 

This locomotive was built in 1936 by Peckett & Sons at a cost of around £850.  
The Courtaulds site which had opened that year and employed over 3,000 
people. The locomotive was designed to work within the tight loading gauge 
restrictions at Holywell and was only 5 feet 9 inches tall and weighed 11 tons. 



 
 

The wheels were only 2 feet in diameter and the two outside cylinders were 8 
inch X 12 inch. It is claimed to be the smallest standard gauge locomotive in 
Britain. 
Its main duty was the shunting of wagon loads of waste, from the Rayon fibre 
manufacturing process, out of the plant and onto the sea wall from where it 
was dumped. This operation was complicated by the fact that the Holywell site 
was split in two by the LMS Chester – Holyhead line. The two parts of the site 
were linked by a short tunnel under the LMS line but this resulted in there 
being steep inclines either side of the tunnel. The locomotive was required to 
work flat out on the descent in order to be able to climb up the other side. 
Following being made redundant in1954 at this location the locomotive was 
returned to the Atlas Works of Peckett & Sons where it was overhauled and 
given a new firebox and cab extension’  
Courtaulds built a new plant in Grimsby where the engine was sent to work to 
help with the construction of the site.  When the factory was completed 
Courtaulds took delivery of a Sentinel locomotive and 1900 was kept as a 
spare. Courtaulds last used it in the early sixties until it was purchase by a 
Quainton Railway Society (QRS) member and arrived at the Buckinghamshire 
Railway Centre in September 1971. 
 

 
Quainton Road Nov 76 C3112  Pecke  1900 "Flying Bufferbeam" 

 
Restoration of the locomotive then started at Quainton where it gained the 
name Jill.   
During 1980 the engine returned to service and fitted with vacuum brakes. It 
was employed on lightweight passenger trains and demonstration freight 
trains. After a number of years operation the boiler ticket expired and the 
locomotive was taken out of service. After completing the overhaul, which 
involved major work, the locomotive returned to service. 
It is now undergoing its second major overhaul in preservation. At the end of 
April 2014 a major step forward was taken with the frames being re-wheeled. 
It would appear on over chimney height “Flying Buffer Beam” wins but 
“Gazelle” wins I think on weight.   Mike W. 



 
 

Puzzle Corner.   
  
Lorema’s last week’s Challenge:- 
 
Name the city:- 
1 Most westerly city in Australia Perth 
2 Where the Titanic was built Belfast 
3 The St Valen ne Massacre took place here Chicago 
4 City formally known as Bombay Mumbai 
5 Largest city in Brazil Sao Paulo 
6 Home of the Broncos NFL team Denver 
7 The Romans called it Eboracum York 
8 The Famous Spanish riding school is here Vienna 
9 Birthplace of Oscar Wilde Dublin 
10 Where Lazio play their home games Rome 
11 Known as Abertawe in Welsh Swansea 
12 Administra ve capital of South Africa Pretoria 
13 Formally known as Leningrad  St Petersburg 
14 Where can you find Graceland Memphis 
15 La Scala opera house is here Milan 
16 Name translates to “Fair winds” in English  Buenos Aires 
17 UK home of the Walker Gallery Liverpool 
18 Home of the opera house designed by John Utzon Sydney 
19 The ba le of Bannockburn took place here in 1314 S rling 
20 The capital city of Nigeria Abuja 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Lorema’s this week challenge. 
 
Find the word to fit the descrip on that begins with Par….:- 

1 A mother or father.  
2 Early release of a prisoner.  
3 A plump game bird na ve to Europe and Africa.  
4 Very drunk with Alcohol.  
5 An old fashioned living room.  
6 Experiencing intense anxiety.  
7 A representa ve body having supreme legisla ve powers in a 

country. 
 

8 It’s  called kerosene in USA.  
9 A member of the clergy.  
10 A hooded outer garment origina ng from the Inuit people.  
11 A set of brackets or the informa on within them.  
12 A short story that uses familiar events to illustrate an ethical 

point. 
 

13 An Italian hard cheese.  
14 Of chief concern or importance.  
15 To become very dry.  
16 A unit of length equal to 3.26 light years.  
17 Human concep on without fer lisa on by a male, virgin birth.  
18 A group of sentences that supports one unified idea.  
19 Being an equal distance apart everywhere.  
20 A state of delight or happiness.   
21 Biased in support of a party, group or cause.  
22 A statement that seems to contradict itself but which may be true.  
23 A model of excellence or perfec on of a kind;  
24 To analyse or separate into easily processed units.  
25 A small umbrella carried as protec on from the sun.  

 
My thanks go to all who keep sending me the material. 
If you have something for the NEWS please contact me  
 mike.wakeling@b nternet.com    Mobile 07921819724  


