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Editor
Back to front: Normally it is a 
locomotive that takes the eye 
of the cameraman, but this is 
different. The guard’s van 
has recently been built by 
Jack Pitt and generously 
given to the Society for our 
60th anniversary. It is hoped 
to run this with passenger 
and freight trains alike. 



Editor’s Notes 
 
Issued slightly later than normal, to coincide with our Bonfire Night, this edition of 
the newsletter always signals the beginning of the winter season at Beech Hurst 
and it is well underway already! 
I start on a sad note after the news that Jack Pitt’s Pekinese dog ‘Katie’ passed 
away a couple of weeks ago. Katie has been at Beech Hurst nearly as long as I 
have and she was a real character who loved the Club and the park. I for one will 
dearly miss her being around as I am sure many other members will do too.  
Looking back, and after the sultry beginning to the summer, the last couple of 
months have been very average with a mixed bag of weather throughout. As 
such, the running season tapered away into October and we are now firmly 
getting into the winter work as and when the weather permits! Hopefully we will 
be able to get the bulk of the outdoor jobs done before the harsh post-Christmas 
weather sets in and we are mostly ‘confined to barracks’! 
Thanks to Andrew S and Chris for their respective articles in the August edition 
which seems such a long time ago now. 
This is a pretty slim line edition, as it has been fairly quiet since the summer, with 
an article and pictures by Andrew S on the continued progress of ‘Dougal’ and 
my reports on the August BBQ, Chris’ recent WSR Talk and latest winter work 
projects that have been started. There are also the usual updates and a final call 
for the 60th anniversary train bookings, so please read on and enjoy… 

Andrew 
Chairman’s Notes 
 
We took our last passenger fares for 2010 on a pleasant weekend in early 
October. As the last trains departed from the station I was already lifting the 3 ½” 
gauge rail ready for some winter track replacement in the ‘jungle’ area! As the 
weather has been kind (and thanks to some mid-week help) this section has 
been completed in just over a couple of weeks. In fact, we are off to a good start 
with our winter work schedule, with the steaming bay and shed road piers and 
track re-painted, and the bay tracks and rear transporter stripped down and sent 
away for galvanising. This will cut out on future maintenance. Several other ‘mini’ 
projects are on the go and all routine winter cleaning and tidying has also started. 
Thanks to everyone who has helped so far, it’s a great advantage to get so much 
done before the clocks go back and the afternoons get cold and dark so quickly – 
not to mention the rain which returned as I write. 
The running season was very successful, neither being too quiet or too busy, and 
although we probably had an above average number of wet weekend days, the 
fares total came in handsomely to deliver our 3rd best season ever (financially). It 
might well have been our second best ever, except that this year we decided not 
to operate any birthday specials. This gave us more relaxing running day 
mornings and reduced the workload enormously. 
Anyway, the next big job I think will be to clear autumn leaves, which so far this 
year are still quite green and hanging on, no doubt only to fall altogether soon! 
 

Mike 



The Youngsters… Building a 5” W&L ‘Dougal’ 
 
Finishing the boiler seems like a long time ago now, with the last couple of jobs 
being completed at the beginning of September. It now resides underneath my 
bed, ready for the 
day when it can be 
finally fitted to the 
rest of the loco. 
Since then, I have 
turned my attention 
to the chassis and 
have completed 112 
hours on it to date. 
After ordering the 
steel for the frames 
back in June and 
machining the angle 
for the buffer beams 
at the beginning of 
July, I was already 
half way to getting my frames and buffer beams up together when work on the 
chassis re-commenced in early September. Having marked out all the holes on 
my frames shortly after receiving them, the first job was to accurately drill all of 
them on the milling machine to the correct size and machine the cuts outs for the 
axle boxes. Once this was done, four smaller pieces of 5/8 angle could be 
machined and drilled to attach the frames to the buffer beams.  
(Picture above: My frames and buffer beams up together with the frame 
stretcher, horn guides and spring keeps also in place) 
I used pieces of angle for 
the horn guides and thin 
strips of steel for the 
keeps, which were all 
quickly manufactured 
and fitted to the frames. 
John G kindly donated a 
piece of square cast iron 
for me to use for my axle 
boxes and these now fit 
accurately in the horn 
guides. Also, the axles fit 
through the bores and 
across the frames 
perfectly. Since then, I 
have bored blind holes 
into both the tops of the axle boxes and spring keeps, to take four 3/8 inch 
springs per axle. Most recently I have been turning all four of my wheels, which 
have not gone according to plan…  



This was because the centres of the raised bosses on the wheel castings were 
not the same as the centre of the wheels, so the whole boss was over to one 
side (by about 80 thou in fact!). With this in mind, turning the wheels has taken 
me longer than planned, 35 hours so far but at least they are very nearly finished!  
(Picture previous page: The nearly finished wheels last week, awaiting final 
fettling up on the outside face)  

Andrew Strongitharm  
60th Anniversary 
 
Just a last reminder to say that I am now taking orders for ‘extra guest’ places for 
next year’s train trip on the Bluebell Railway. ‘Extra guest’ places are available to 
those members who have previously booked their place and guest a place on the 
train and are at a cost of £41 per ‘extra guest’ (payable at the time of booking). 
These places will be held until the close of the year, after which time we need to 
start planning the seating arrangements in the train and informing the Railway of 
our requirements. I will fill in a form at the club at the time of any bookings and 
these will be added to our list for the evening. 
As an aside to the above but directly related to the 60th anniversary, I would like 
to say a big thank you to Jack Pitt for very kindly constructing and presenting to 
the Society, a brake van for the 60th anniversary. Pictured on the front and rear 
covers, the van has been put together over the last year or so and tested around 
the track earlier this summer, proving to be very satisfactory. Apart from our 
passenger trucks, the club did not possess any other form of rolling stock, 
however it does now! Hopefully we can use the van on various occasions and it 
will be something different for us and the public to see too. A lasting reminder to 
us all of a very significant milestone in the club’s history…   

Andrew 
Recent Social Events 
 
With the August edition having been on the table at the end of the month the only 
summer social event that failed to make it into that newsletter was our BBQ 
evening on the August Bank Holiday Saturday. We had been very lucky with the 

June evening, which 
was warm and 
sunny, and August 
was similar just 
without quite so 
much heat! The 
evening was well 
attended with about 
25 members and 
guests staying to 
enjoy the good food 
and ride the trains 
that continued to run 
well after dark! 



On the track was 
Stephen H’s 4-CEP, 
although only for a 
brief time having run 
all afternoon in 
passenger service, 
Dave Mattingley with 
his 3 ½” gauge 
‘Bantam Cock’ 
locomotive, Daniel 
with his 5” gauge 
‘Britannia’, the club 
‘Growler’ locomotive 
‘Michael Faraday’ 
and a guest ‘Growler’ 

locomotive owned by a friend of Roy Le Masurier’s from the Welling club (see 
picture above). All enjoyed a good run and were lucky with just an odd passing 
shower to contend with!  
I am sure I speak for all those who attended in saying that it was yet again 
another very enjoyable social event and thanks go to all those who helped to 
make it as such, especially Val & John for the preparation of the side food and 
puddings, and everybody who lent a hand before, during and after the event (see 
picture previous page capturing Roy P at the sink!). Let’s hope that such 
events are just as enjoyable in our special year next year. 
Also recently, Chris Saunders gave us an interesting evening talk on the origins 
of the Broad Gauge railway line from Taunton to Minehead (now the preserved 
West Somerset Railway) as well as an in depth look at the original terminus of 
the line at Watchet. We were used a ‘guinea pigs’ so Chris could ‘test drive’ this 
talk to a live audience and he has since given the same talk to people in Watchet 
about the comings of the railway to their town.    

Andrew 
Winter Work 
 
With the winter season now very much underway it is time again to dust off this 
‘column’ and report on the work that gets done when the public are very much 
away from the park during our closed season. 
By the time you read this, and following on from the Chairman’s Notes, the 
section of track extending away from the station through the jungle will have 
been completely renewed and as I write is being prepared for final testing in 
readiness for our New Year’s Day run in a few weeks time. Good weather has 
allowed Mike to make steady progress on this renewal before the cold winter 
winds return! It is also nice to have a ‘complete’ track for the New Year’s Day run 
too. 
Other track work, although not ‘directly’ linked to the mainline, has seen the 
steaming bay rails taken off their respective posts and, along with the secondary 
transporter, sent away for stripping and galvanising.  



The engine shed rails and posts, steaming bay posts and tubular fence have all 
been painted in the meantime in readiness for the return of the refurbished tops 
and the main transporter has been rubbed down and re-painted with bitumen to 
complete that set! 
Also outside, a section of chain link fence has been removed at the station to be 
replaced by galvanised upright rod fencing which is currently being fabricated 
externally. Peter C has also started work on the refurbishment of the rear 
footbridge with new galvanised lattice work replacing the old chain link mesh. 
John G, assisted by Dave M and Roy P, has rubbed down and painted both front 
steel doors in Buckingham Green as they had become quite faded over the past 
couple of years. Of the ‘green’ painting jobs there is now just the water tower and 
rear benches left to do to complete the ‘set’! John M, with help from several 
members, has been busy gardening and sweeping leaves, which seem to be 
falling in ever increasing amounts just lately (must be that time of year!). 
Hopefully the worst of these will be down in the next couple of weekends and 
thereafter it should just be a tidying job as and when necessary. 
Inside, there has also been much going on with the engine shed floor being 
painted, the kitchen and toilet given a deep clean, new sleepers ordered and due 
for collection this weekend, used sleepers cleaned in readiness for punching and 
drilling, and work being undertaken to equip one of the ‘new’ trucks with a skid 
brake so it can be used as a proper driving car once again. 
Hopefully in the Christmas edition I can report on the return of our steaming bay 
tracks and secondary transporter, and of course I will keep you all up to date on 
the other work that is progressing during the winter months. 

Andrew     
Forthcoming Events 
 
By the time you read these pages Bonfire Night will be upon us (or just passed) 
and we have now started a list on the blackboard for Nosh Night, which has been 
firmed as Saturday 18th December starting from 1800 hours. Places will be 
limited to 30 to allow for seating space in the clubhouse, so if you are interested 
in attending then please add your name to the list ASAP to avoid disappointment. 
Show’s Update: As well as our regular social events we have been asked to 
exhibit at both the Sandown Park and Alexandra Palace exhibitions in the coming 
weeks. Names have been on the blackboard for a while now and it looks as 
though both shows will be viable. Final details of models to be taken and which 
days people can attend are currently being sorted out, so if you are interested in 
helping out or displaying a model then you have a week or so more to confirm 
this or you will have missed the boat! A report on the Sandown exhibition will just 
make the December newsletter and one from Alexandra Palace will appear in the 
February edition, so you will be able to see how we got on! 
Apart from the above, the only notable date is of course our New Year’s Day run 
on January 1st and this will start at the usual time of 10:00. Previous years have 
been cold but we are still waiting for that elusive snow! Last year it came down 
either side of the day so may be this year we will hit the jackpot! 



Details of any further dates into 2011 and the AGM will appear in the December 
edition, due on Saturday 18th December in time for Nosh Night 

Andrew 
Diary of Events 
 
2nd December 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
10th – 12th December 2010 – SMLS at Sandown Park show 
 
18th December 2010 – Nosh Night – Will start at approx. 1800 
 
1st January 2011 – New Year’s Day Run – Will start at approx. 1000 
 
6th January 2011 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
21st – 23rd January 2011 – SMLS at Alexandra Palace show 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check black / notice boards in the Clubhouse for 
details of such events.  

Andrew 
The End of Another Season 
 
As another successful season has drawn to a close I leave with you with an 
autumnal image of Beech Hurst taken in the late evening sunshine a couple of 
Wednesday’s ago showing a ray of colour from our very own ‘autumn tints’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Right Way Round – To compliment the cover picture we set up a photo 
shoot with the guard’s van and a few mixed wagons, together with 
authentic locomotive. Pictured is ‘Butch’, with coal trucks built by Nick, 
Peter M and two by Dick Simmins respectively, with the guard’s van 
made by Jack bringing up the rear. 
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