
Sussex Miniature Locomotive Society Ltd 
 

Issue No. 393 
October 2011 

 

BEECH HURST NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Cover picture: -   
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMLS Ltd, The Clubhouse, Bolnore Road, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex, RH16 4BX. 

 
Opinions expressed in the News are not necessarily those of the Society for which it cannot be 

held responsible 
Copyright is that of the author or the S.M.L.S 

 
 

 
Andrew Brock 

189 The Welkin 
Lindfield 

RH16 2PW 
 

andy.brock15@btinternet.com 

Editor
New to Beech Hurst: 
Attempting as I have been to 
continue the ‘new’ 
locomotive theme on the 
newsletter covers (60th 
anniversary permitting) this 
edition has recent member 
John Richardson’s ‘Britannia’ 
loco 70047 ‘Jervis Bay’. 
Anyone yet spotted an error? 

 



Editor’s Notes 
 
It is with the deepest sadness that I start this newsletter by reporting the passing 
of two family members closely linked to Beech Hurst.  
On 12th September, Sandy Tester (daughter of Norman and Hazel Payne) 
passed away peacefully in hospital in Brighton. 
Then on 16th October, Rosalind Strongitharm (wife of Howard and mother to 
Andrew) passed away peacefully at St Peter St James hospice following a long 
and brave fight against cancer. 
Through these notes and this newsletter I hope all our thoughts are with both 
families at this time. 
With the October edition comes the prospect of autumn, then winter, and as I 
write these notes it has turned decidedly colder outside and is pretty much dark 
by 18:00. This a far cry from the record breaking temperatures we received at the 
very beginning of October, more than twice what they are now! 
Our running season has now finished and we can look back at a very eventful 
60th year. It has generally been a good year and with plenty going on to keep us 
all busy. That said, we still have the matter of Bonfire Night and the first of two 
exhibitions before the year is out so we are not quite there yet. 
Thanks to Andrew S for his contribution and pictures for the August edition, most 
of which was my own work in order to meet the deadline before our BBQ night. 
This edition will be much the same again as I type and collate in time for the 
Bonfire Night in a little over a weeks time. Apart from the usual writings, there are 
articles about the recent visits of Colchester, Maidstone and Basingstoke to 
Beech Hurst, as well as all forthcoming events until early 2012. Andrew S has 
also written a further piece on his construction of ‘Dougal’ and has also kindly 
supplied the many pictures for this newsletter. So without further ado, I hope you 
can sit back and enjoy this latest edition… 
 

Andrew 
Chairman’s Notes 
 
Another running season has ended and as I write, it is noticeable that the 
evenings are drawing in already. We have had a good season, not too many 
‘rained off’ days and enough engines, drivers, guards and station masters putting 
their names in the running book, which made for a trouble free 2011. I believe I 
am correct in saying that we ended up with the second best ‘takings’ figures yet 
(only 2009 was higher). I would say this was very successful given the current 
economic downturn and climate. I would also like to thank our younger members 
who heeded my call at the last AGM to ‘step up to the mark’ and give us ‘oldies’ 
more of a hand with TC (Traffic Controller) duties. They excelled themselves this 
year and I hope they will continue to shoulder the load again next year; their 
efforts were much appreciated – not least by me! 
At the last committee meeting we discussed the situation regarding the use of the 
workshop. It is of course vital that no one gets hurt when using our workshop.   



We have many members skilled enough to advise you on use of the machinery 
and safe ways to do things. If you are not sure, please ask first. It appears to be 
acceptable practise for anyone over 16 years to use the machinery without 
continuous supervision. Under this age requires a capable club member to guide, 
and remain with, any younger member deemed to be capable of learning to use 
any of our mains powered tools. It is important that at least one other adult is 
within the clubhouse building when any member is working with powered 
machinery and also whilst that machinery is being used, it is important that the 
operator is not being distracted by chatting nearby. Please do not hold ‘meetings’ 
in the workshop when machines are in use. Thank you for your cooperation. 
A list of winter jobs has been put beside the signing in book and at this time of 
the year there is always a need for many hands to help John M with leaf 
clearance. At the moment the leaves are dry and can be dealt with by the use of 
our two leaf blowers. Later, as the weather deteriorates we always appreciate a 
hand with the gardening rakes! Because of the fence / boundary changes along 
the bowling green straight, all leaves now have to be tipped on the south side of 
the site. Fortunately, I think Laurie is very happy to drive the works train and 
empty the endless bins of leaves! 
Anyway, Bonfire Night is fast approaching as I write, and at the end of the year 
we will be having a New Year’s Day lunch (instead of the old Christmas Nosh 
Night). We were forced to change this last year because of snow and after 2 
years of problems with the weather and also because we now exhibit at the 
Sandown show in December, we have decided to make this a new permanent 
variation to our winter social scene. In fact, many people last year said they 
would prefer it, making the members running day more interesting and not having 
to ‘turn out’ late at night also being an advantage. After the Bonfire Night we will 
put up a new list for you to write your name if you would like to come to the New 
Year’s Day Buffet. As with the old ‘Nosh Night’, wives and girlfriends etc…, are 
welcome to join us. It’s important that you put your name (and guests) on the 
board so we can cater for the right number of people. 
Lastly, and sadly, I have to report that Howard’s wife Rosalind passed away last 
week after a long illness. Our thoughts go out to him, and of course, to Andrew S 
who has lost his Mum. This has been an unhappy time too for Norman and 
Hazel, as just a month or so ago they lost their daughter Sandra. Let’s hope the 
coming months bring better times for them all. 

Mike 
Sandy Tester 
 
It was with sadness that on 12th September we heard of the passing of Sandy 
(our daughter) at the age of 50. 
Sandy worked as an NVQ tutor and assessor for Early Years Child Care and 
Education, and helped the Club with the preparation of our Child Protection 
Policy when new guidelines came into effect a few years ago. 
Most of her life Sandy was connected with steam preservation, going with 
Norman on several jobs which he undertook on preserved railways, also helping 
with repairs and welding.  



This included a special job at Windsor, working on royal carriages being 
prepared for an exhibition about Queen Victoria at the station. Sandy also 
worked at the Bluebell Railway for a number of years on the catering side. 
The company where Sandy worked for 14 years are to set up an annual award 
for the NVQ candidate who has overcome the greatest difficulties to earn their 
qualification, this will be known as the Sandy Tester Award. 

Norman and Hazel 
Celebrating 60: The DVD 
 
This production of videos and still photographs from our 60 year history is 
nearing completion and will be presented with your December newsletter as a 
‘Christmas present’. All sequences are now in place and there are some last 
minute amendments to make before these can be ‘mass produced’. 

Andrew  
Recent Social Events 
 
The end of the running season often heralds one or two visits to Beech Hurst 
once our busy summer period is over and this year was no exception. 

In return for our visit to 
Colchester in July, about 
half a dozen of their 
members brought with 
them 4 locomotives to run 
on our track on 17th 
September. For some it 
was their first visit to our 
club and for others a trip 
down memory lane to past 
visits more than 20 years 
previous. They brought 
with them a mix of 5” 
locomotives, namely an 
LBSCR ‘B4’ (picture top 
left), an LNER ‘Claud 
Hamilton’ (picture bottom 
left), an LNER ‘B1’ and an 
LNER ‘01’ (picture next 
page). Although not within 
our control, the weather 
was good for this visit and 
our guests enjoyed a long 
session before 14:00, 
interspersed with a lunch 
break of cold meats and 
salad before the main 
event during the afternoon. 



All four of the visiting 
locomotives then ran for 
passengers, meaning a 
‘day off’ for us and the 
chance to watch some 
different engines in 
service. Although a small 
group, they all very much 
enjoyed their time at 
Beech Hurst and as is so 
often the case were 
impressed by our set up. It 
is hoped that we can 
arrange a similar visit 

again next year and our guests would be very welcome again. Through these 
pages I would like to thank Andrew S and Mike W for helping me with the 
(relatively) easy task of TC duties / car park attending and also to Val and John 
for preparing the lunchtime buffet for our guests too. 
A fortnight later and we then welcomed Maidstone for their annual visit to Beech 
Hurst. Looking back, Sue and I had discussed a number of possible dates 
through the summer and this one seemed the best this year because of our 
schedule with regards the 60th anniversary. Who would have thought that 
arranging this 6 months ago and it would turn out to be one of the best days of 
the year and so late in the season – a record breaker by all accounts with 
temperatures peaking at 29.6C not far away! The turn out was excellent as is 
often the case and we were able to welcome the following to our track: a 5” 
LNER ‘P2’, a 5” NER ‘Q6’, a 5” GWR ‘28xx’, a 5” BR Standard 2, a 5” ‘Polly’, a 3 
½” ‘Juliet’ and a 3 ½” NYC (New York County) 4-4-0. The two 3 ½”s utilised the 
‘free’ track early on and were only joined nearer 14:00 by their ‘bigger brothers’ in 
time for passenger service to commence. It was hard to predict the afternoon 
with such high temperatures but it was, however, surprisingly steady all afternoon 
and with a good mix of unusual locomotives to choose from, our passengers 
seemed to be enjoying this variety. All bar the ‘NYC’ continued on until 17:00 
when it was time as ever to pack away once again, not just for the day but very 
nearly for the season too. I would like to thank our guests for running the service 
for us during the afternoon and also for their friendly and chatty manner, which is 
always the case – the fine weather of course makes people that extra bit cheerful 
too! Thanks again to both Andrew S and Mike W for helping with the TC duties 
and marshalling cars in the car park! 
Finally, a slightly later addition to the diary was an invitation to Basingstoke club 
to visit Beech Hurst. Their last visit was back in 2002 (I remember it well as TC 
that day too) and a couple of the guys who came on the 8th October were there 
on their last visiting day 9 years ago. 6 locomotives and about 10 members made 
the short(ish) trip across from Hampshire and the selection of motive power was 
very interesting indeed. All 5”, they consisted of: a BR Departmental ‘Railmotor’, 
an IoWSR ‘02’, an LNER ‘B1’, an LMS ‘5’, an LNER Atlantic and a ‘Simplex’. 



They also brought with them an array of 5” freight wagons, which was nice to see 
and a rare treat on our railway. With the unseasonably warm weather now past, 
we were not intending to run for the public and therefore all those who ran were 
able to enjoy their day and we were not pushed to operate later into the 
afternoon. As it turned out, all bar the ‘Railmotor’ had long runs, only halted by a 
group lunch out by the back lawn whilst admiring ‘Big Boy’, which Brian was 
tending to. With the temperature nearer 12C, none of the visitors stayed on late 
and by 16:00 we were already starting to pack away, with just the ‘B1’ and ‘5’ 
now coupled together and enjoying a few non-stop laps on the free track. I would 
like to thank Andrew S and Ray for helping me with the TC duties and to Dave M 
who helped arrange the visit and gave much help on the day too. 
Although a busy period, it has been an enjoyable one and for me I believe that 
these kinds of visits, both home and away, are very healthy for the club and 
those who participate in them. They give you a chance to meet fellow members 
of the hobby, to share thoughts and ideas on many issues, not just the 
locomotives, and by doing so can only make our club a better place. 

Andrew 
Building a 5” W&L Dougal 
 

With the completion of the ‘front end’ which 
included the blast pipe, blower and 
associated regulator fittings attention has 
since focused on the firebox end.  
Before any of the steam valves and fittings 
could be made, first the locomotives 
turret/manifold had to be constructed. 
Although we didn’t have any at the time of 
the turret construction, the use of a ball 
nose cutter has been extremely useful for 
making the other steam valves. Soldering 
the horizontal part to the vertical part, 
together with all five of its separate take offs 
was not the easiest job on the loco. All I will 
say, is it took several attempts and not 
without parts already soldered, melting 
again and falling apart first… don’t ask! 
As the blower is one of the components 
completed in the smoke box, the first task 
on the newly manufactured turret was to 
connect the longitudinal stay which carries 

the steam down the boiler to its steam supply. This involved the first of three 
steam valves to be designed and built for the loco. The drawings do not show 
designs for any particular types of valve, so we agreed to try a valve using the 
trusted ‘O’ ring to seal it. So far we have only tested each by blowing through 
them, so nobody knows whether they will work or not! (Picture above: The 
almost completed back head with (left-right) pressure gauge, blower valve, 
regulator handle, injector steam valve and gauge glass fittings) 



More recently, both clacks 
have been built, complete 
with handles to adjust the 
lift on the ball - like the 
real engine. 
Finally, I leave you with 
the competition, sorry I 
mean another Dougal 
currently being built by 
John Hale and on course 
for a gold medal, seen at 
the Midlands exhibition 
two weeks ago. 

Andrew S 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 
It has been decided that we will display again at both the Sandown Park and 
Alexandra Palace exhibitions in December and January respectively, and both 
are creeping up fast. Lists are on the blackboard in the clubhouse and if you are 
interested in helping out then please add your name and / or model to the lists 
and we can then assume your attendance. Transport arrangements etc…, will be 
made nearer the time once we have confirmation from the organisers. 
Between these shows is our New Year’s Day run on the 1st January 2012. This 
day will feature a ‘lunch’ in lieu of the previous Nosh Night’s and details for this 
will be on the blackboard immediately after Bonfire Night. For those of you 
(nearly 30 if I remember rightly) who attended last year it will be much the same 
format with the clubhouse / track open from about 10:00 and lunch to be served 
sometime between 12:00 – 13:00.  

Andrew 
Diary of Events 
 
3rd November 2011 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

1st December 2011 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

9th, 10th & 11th December 2011 – SMLS to display at Sandown Park Exhibition 
 

1st January 2012 – New Year’s Day run & lunchtime meal – exact timings TBC 
 

5th January 2012 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

20th, 21st & 22nd January 2012 – SMLS to display at Alexandra Palace Exhibition 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check black / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew 



Deliberate Mistake? Hopefully having read the front cover, unless you 
are starting from this point(!), you may wonder about my ‘error’ 
comment. Well, for those of you who don’t know, of the 55 ‘Britannia’s 
built, 70047 was the only one left unnamed throughout its life. John 
served many years as an engineer at sea on a ship called ‘Jervis Bay’ 
and since some of the ‘Britannia’s were named after places, John felt 
that this would be a nice touch for his. Pictured above is the ‘real’ 70047 
approaching Birmingham New Street in 1963. 

Sussex Miniature Locomotive Society Ltd 
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