
Sussex Miniature Locomotive Society Ltd 
 

Issue No. 448 
December 2020 

 

BEECH HURST NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
          Cover picture: -   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SMLS Ltd, The Clubhouse, Bolnore Road, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex, RH16 4BX. 

 
Opinions expressed in the News are not necessarily those of the Society for which it cannot be 

held responsible. 
Copyright is that of the author or the S.M.L.S 

 
Andrew Brock 

189 The Welkin 
Lindfield 

RH16 2PW 
 

andy.brock15@btinternet.com 

From The Archive: Trawling 
back through my photos & I 
found this one from a decade 
ago, which depicts a wintry 
scene from Christmas 2010. 
It is the last proper snowfall 
that I recall and a nice festive 
photo for the final newsletter 
of 2020. Happy Christmas to 
all SMLS members… 

Editor



Editor's Notes 
 
As I write these notes, it is the shortest day and we are now on the long road 
back to the summer solstice 2021 via Christmas, the New Year and Easter. 
Looking back at my notes of 12 months ago and all the talk was of our hugely 
successful 'lights event' at Beech Hurst. Covid-19, although rearing its head 
thousands of miles away, was one of the last things on our mind as we 
celebrated a perfectly normal festive season here at home. Who would have 
thought then that 2020 would be such an unusual and at times challenging year. 
Covid-19 has meant something different for almost all of us with many lives 
irreversibly changed, jobs lost or curtailed, exams cancelled or delayed and many 
of our most vulnerable in society told to stay at home as much as possible. 
Looking forward, and with vaccines now coming to fruition, 2021 will hopefully be 
a year to rebuild all of our lives back to something near normality as well as a 
chance to see family and friends properly, travel and to once again be a part of 
the many clubs the length and breadth of the land. All of the freedom that in past 
we have taken for granted. Through the tumultuous last year, we should not 
forget all the good news stories that have come to the fore and all the hard work 
by people upon which our lives could depend. At times like this it is good to have 
a hobby or interest to fall back on and certainly for me, and many others alike, 
model engineering is just that. Covid-19 has certainly changed many lives but 
with that change can come opportunity and so often life is about making the best 
of a bad situation, so we can come out the other side with our heads held high 
and with achievements to show for our endeavours. Hopefully 2021 will be the 
year to show the fruits of our labour and to beat the virus in more ways than one! 
I thank Roy P for his 'BR Standard Class 3 – Part 2' article in the last edition and 
in this one I have written a piece about a 'lockdown' project that found me earlier 
this year. In addition to Mike's notes below, there is a reminder about optional 
subscriptions for 2021, a look back at 2020 and the Diary for next year (TBC…!). 
Through these pages, I would like to wish all our members the best possible 
Christmas & New Year but also to think about those whose festive season will be 
far from planned. Hopefully 2021 will bring better times for us all… 

Andrew B 
Chairman's Notes 
 
Dear all, Christmas is upon us, where did the year go? It seems strange with all 
the restrictions that have been in place it does not slow down the passing of time. 
My policy, unlike the BBC, is always to try and look on the bright side of life and 
that has to be that, although Covid-19 has prevented us from being able to enjoy 
normal club activities this year, we do have a new roof and we now know in more 
detail what has been lurking up in the clubhouse loft. We will have to hope that 
we do not go into higher restrictions after Christmas and into the New Year but 
better still come down into a lower category of restrictions, and then we may be 
able to do a little more organised activity at Beech Hurst in the New Year. We 
have a committee meeting on the 18th January to review the situation when we 
know what the current Covid-19 restrictions are following the Christmas Break.  



I am totally aware that people are concerned about the club which is welcome 
news but safety and people's health is paramount and what I do not want is 
people putting themselves and others at risk. There are many important items on 
the 'to do' list but once we get that green light I am very confident that with a 
concentrated effort by all we can be back on course in a very short period of time. 
The security is continuing which is giving us much better cover than we normally 
get at this time of year so I am very grateful to Tom, Andrew B & Andrew S for 
continuing to carry it out. 
I have just completed the 39th edition of the 'Wharfedale News' and would like say 
how grateful I am to those who have, and still are contributing each week to keep 
it going. 
My thoughts are with Val, Ray, and Marian at this first Christmas without their 
loved ones and I take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas 
and an improving New Year. 
Stay safe… 

Mike W 
Subscriptions 
 
At our last but one meeting, the committee agreed that 2021 SMLS subscriptions 
will be requested on an optional basis for existing members but that if you wish to 
make your regular sub's payment you are welcome to do so. Subscription rates 
for 2021 remain the same at £5 for under-18's and £10 for all those over-18. 
Ideally payment by BACS to: Account No: 20688428 and Sort Code: 20-49-76, 
adding your name as a reference, however cheques (payable to 'SMLS Ltd') to: 
Mr G Miller (SMLS), 128 Western Road, Sompting, BN15 9TY are fine too. 
Alternatively, cash payments will be accepted at the club once regular meetings 
can resume. For those members who wish to opt out of payment, please let 
Graham know at the following e-mail address: graham.miller101@hotmail.co.uk 
or at the postal address above so that our records can be updated accordingly. 
Your current 2020 membership card will be valid for 2021 regardless. 

Committee 
2020 – A Year in Pictures – By Andrew B 
 
As a little filler for the final edition of 2020, I thought I would include a pictorial 
interlude made up of photographs from the past 12 months. Although a pretty 
challenging year, we did nonetheless start off with near enough 3 months of 
uninterrupted freedom before Covid-19 restrictions came into force late in March. 
New Year's Day, Alexandra Palace and our AGM were able to go ahead as 
planned, and even since there have been periods of moderate activity during the 
summer and autumn. We have cleared and tidied our loft and virtually the whole 
building now has a new roof – that's two big achievements for sure and certainly 
ones that earlier this year were looking distinctly written-off. Thanks to Mike W's 
hard work we have also enjoyed a regular weekly newsletter, 39 to be precise, 
and another first for the club, so as I sign off for 2020, let's not forget what we 
have achieved rather than what we might have – well done to all involved… 
 



 
 
New Year's Day on the steaming bays: Dave M, Adam, Ray, Steve T & Sam H 
 

 
 
Alexandra Palace and our stand featuring BR era coaches and locomotives 



 
 
Removing the old jungle fence: John B, Mike W, Graham M, Marc, Andrew S & I 
 

 
 
And shortly afterwards, the new all galvanised replacement has been erected…  



 
 
The new gas / welding extractor in the back workshop, just before 'lockdown' 1 
 

 
 
And with 'lockdown' 1, so 'Wharfedale News' was born with issue 1 cover above 



 
 
During 'lockdown' 1, our existing and antiquated alarm system was upgraded 
 

 
 
Continuing through the summer, the gardening team kept the grounds tidy 



 
 
Next, our loft was cleared, so work to replace the roof could commence 
 

 
 
The joists and flooring breathe a sigh of relief with all that weight off their minds 



 
 
Work on the roof well underway with scaffolding erected around the building 
 

 
 
The completed roof just a few weeks ago and a major milestone for 2020… 



Work in Progress – 'Project 75' 
 
At the end of the summer holidays I noticed an online sale for an unusual 5" 
gauge locomotive, which I felt required a second look. You see a lot of 'B1's, 
'Simplex's and 'Speedy's for example but this sale was for a 'North London Tank'. 
What drew me to the model was the only remaining full-size example is on static 
display at Horsted Keynes (Bluebell Railway), just a mile or two from home. 
Furthermore, it looked to be well made. I asked the owner about shipping costs, 
only to be surprised to learn he lived very close-by in Haywards Heath until 1988. 
A deal was done and several days later said locomotive arrived safe and sound 
in a really sturdy box. She was every bit as good as the pictures suggested and 
extremely cheap on that basis. The sale comprised of a loosely erected chassis 
(see picture below) and a section of copper tube for the boiler. I have to admit 
that I was not looking for another 'project' because I have plenty but sometimes 
you have to take an opportunity when it arises or forever rue the chance! How 
often do you find such a locomotive for sale and one which is resident at the 
Bluebell Railway? It was simply too good an opportunity to miss and it is also 
highly probable the original builder lived in this area but sadly I may never know. 
 

 



Digressing for a moment and the full-size locomotives were built at Bow Works, 
east London from around 1880 onwards (see picture below). They were 
designed for shunting in Poplar Dock and West India Quay, both of which are 
very close to the present day Canary Wharf. Their 0-6-0 wheel arrangement and 
45 ton weight made them perfect for heavy work and from testimonials I have 
read were popular to work on. Commissioned by the North London Railway, the 
class later became part of the LNWR, then the LMS and lastly BR. Finally 
withdrawn around 1960, many plied their trade for the best part of 80 years! 
 

 
 
The model, like the full-size, has outside cylinders and not dissimilar in style to an 
LBSCR 'K' class. The inside valve gear is Stephenson's link, which actuates 
balanced slide valves. With the chassis on the bench I checked each component 
and made a list of the items required to run the chassis on air. The valve gear 
itself was largely complete, although only cobbled together, and because it was 
necessary to loosen the cylinders from the frames to fit the air connection to the 
steam chests it seemed sensible to spend a little bit more time and disassemble 
the valve gear as much as possible and refit it properly. Because the valve gear 
components were so well made, this task was really quite straightforward and 
upon reassembly I added the fabricated air connection to feed both cylinders. 
10psi no more and she fired up sweetly in both forward and reverse, and will 
notch up almost to mid-gear in both directions – very pleasing to say the least. 



Not wanting to make the same mistake that I did with 'Railmotor', I immediately 
stripped the chassis back down to individual parts and set to, to start painting 
before I had any urge to continue fabricating more of the locomotive! This will be 
a wise move knowing the basic chassis and valve gear are ready to roll so to 
speak! During the past couple of months I have cleaned the frames, stretchers, 
buffer beams, motion brackets and wheels, primed with EtchWeld from a spray 
can and then started on the brush applied black and red top coats. At the time of 
writing, the motion brackets and wheels are complete (see picture below), the 
outside of the frames are at their last coat and then I will start with the red on the 
inside of the frames, stretchers and buffer beams (see picture next page). Once 
the painting is complete I shall re-assemble the chassis to a finished air running 
state before making my next move. 
Although not intentional, the 'Project 75' has come from the title of Class 75, 
which these locomotives have become known as and it is entirely possible to 
have her finished and in steam before our 75th anniversary in just over 5 years 
time – a distinct milestone to aim for… 
 

 
 
The finished wheel sets ready for re-assembly. Prior to painting I also took the 
opportunity to grub screw the wheels to the axles and ensure the quartering is 
maintained. The wheels themselves are unusual with the square cast spokes and 
the original builder may well have fabricated one-off patterns for these castings. 
The newspaper is hiding the connecting rods, which I have left attached for now. 



 
 
The main frames, stretchers, buffer beams and motion brackets at various stages 
of painting. The original builder may well have had a problem with the top frame 
(note the vertically elongated holes between the front and middle horn guides). 
There are also a couple of 'extensions' on the top of both frames between the 
front and middle horn guides. Because there are no published scale drawings for 
this locomotive it is likely that errors have been corrected along the way. These 
by no means detract from the rest of the build because whoever made this sure 
as knew what they were doing and will be a hard act to follow but I will try my 
very best to do the rest of the project justice… 

Andrew B 
Forthcoming (including 2021) Events 
 
With the ongoing Covid-19 'lockdown' our club activities remain suspended 
and the committee will keep members abreast of developments.  
At the time of writing the next Diary item is April 2021, however future dates may 
be added subject to government guidelines at the time. 

Andrew B 
 
 
 
 
 



Diary of Events 
 
3rd – 5th April 2021 – Easter Bunny Competition – Details TBC 
 
2nd May 2021 – Under 30's Day – Details TBC 
 
29th – 31st May 2021 – 70th Anniversary Gala Weekend – Details TBC 
 
19th June 2021 – Open Day & Mid-Summer 'Bring Your Own' BBQ – Details TBC 
 
9th – 10th July 2021 – 24-hour Run – Details TBC 
 
7th August 2021 – Teddy Bears Picnic – Details TBC 
 
28th August 2021 – Double Heading & 'Bring Your Own' BBQ – Details TBC 
 
25th September 2021 – Late Evening Run – Details TBC 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check white / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew B 


