
 
 

 

 

 

Dear all, 

It’s that time again issue 23. I guess the sunny days were too good to last but 
some might say that is good as the heat was too much. Hope the garden has 
not being ripped apart by the high winds. I am hoping by the time you get this 
that I will have the OK to drive again and have an odd glass of wine.  

For my sins this week I thought I would do a bit of research on double decker 
trains and I have included in this week’s issue my findings. Please let me know 
if you can trace them earlier than I succeeded in doing. 

Stay safe  

Mike 

Brief club house NEWS  
The second team of loft removers attacked the emptying of the roof on 
Saturday morning not the cleanest of jobs to do but they did extremely well 
and had completed the task by lunchtime. 
The loft gave a sigh of relief but the workshop groaned! 
 Many thanks to Graham, Adam, Nick, Dan, Andrew S. and Marc Fenner for the 
hard work.  

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Not to be seen for another 70 years! 
 

The current working teams are still at it and continue to do jobs around outside 
to keep it ready for us to enjoy when all is back to normal, whatever that is 
going to be. 
Thanks go to Mike P, Graham Miller, Dave Mattingley Andrew S, Roy P, Mick 
Robinson, Sam Hope and John Green, for continuing to offer their services and 
thanks to Tom and Andrew S and Andrew B for continuing to maintain the 
security patrols. 

 
 
 
      

 



 
 

 

Wharfedale Article 23    
 

 

 
Andrew Strongitharm. Peter Bridges. Dan Evans. Nick Edwards.  

23/05/2009 
 

 
Sharon Thompson 29/06/2013 



 
 

 

Mike P.’s musings No.21 
Over the years, quite a few locos have passed through my workshop. My 3rd 
engine was LBSC’s “Mona” in 3.5” gauge. 0-6-2 based on LC&DR inside cylinder. 
I came across it in the window of the Fra on Bargain Shop!  I repainted it in 
Marsh umber because it was ta y and I had a n of Brown enamel that was a 
perfect match for this livery! It looked very smart and I can’t remember what 
happened to it. Loco 4 was another “Tich” with Walchaert’s valve gear. Despite 
lots of TLC, I could never get it to run as well as my own version with slip 
eccentric valves. It had a voracious appe te for steam, and I didn’t persevere 
with it. 
 Engine No.5 was my a empt to build in 5” gauge. I saw a full page colour 
photo of Caledonian No.123 in a book and thought it might make a good 
project.  Although I wanted to move up to 5” gauge, it could not be too big as I 
had to be able to carry it, and load it, in and out of the car! No 3/8”thick 
running boards on this one, instead I kept the plate work light. Before I started, 
I got permission to climb about on the real engine which at that me was in 
Glasgow museum. I went up over New Year in about 1982, and measured up! I 
also got some works drawings from the Mitchell Library in Glasgow. During the 
building of this loco I was working away from home a lot, as a relief manager, 
working in a different store every 2 weeks, so progress was slow, and then it 
stopped altogether for a few years.  I finally finished it 19 years a er I started!  
 I used,  basically, a simplex boiler, and City of Truro (modified) driving wheel 
cas ngs from Kennions. A day driving up to Reeves in Holly Lane found me a 
chimney and dome ( they let me wander around their cas ng stores with a 
drawing and measuring s ck, and “Metro” cylinders and valve gear with upside 
down weighsha  arrangement sorted the bits between the frames. The rest 
was fabricated. 

 



 
 

 

It went very sweetly, and I ran it at Beech Hurst for a couple of years, but being 
a single and lightly built it was not suitable for passenger work. At that me, I 

was offered Lionel Woodheads “Bulldog” in 5” gauge and use of a locker at the 
club so a er a while I sold the Caley , and went GWR! 

Mike P 
 
Andrew Ellis. 
The watercolours are of nowhere that I know and are exercises from a book.  
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

The dollshouse (roombox) was built by me for my late father to house the 
gentleman and desk that he had built. The other characters have been added 
over the years. The floor by the door is clearly well used.  

 
 

 
 

     
 

 
Andrew E. To be con nued 



 
 

 

Chris Saunders. 
I recently had need to visit North Chailey churchyard. 
Looking round for a lady’s grave I discovered this stone, which I had completely 
forgo en. Sad really, as I was at his funeral with other club members 36 years 
ago. 

 

 
Alf Funnell 1905 - 1984 

 
 

Alfie lived just along the road at Chailey with his sister, whose name escapes 
me, but I remember she was very nice to us railway folk who “just dropped in” 
for tea & a chat. 
Alfie was one of the club’s founders and was the source of a great deal of help 
and useful advice, based on a long life of prac cal experience. 
He had started model engineering with a “pole lathe” (best Google that one) in 
his garden. 
For a job he drove steam trac on engines for Hobdens agricultural engineers 
and running steam threshing sets in the autumn. As a kid I was lucky enough to 
be part of several thrashing sessions at the farm next door to ours. I think Alf 
was there too driving the engine, but I was too young to remember all the 
people at the me. 
It’s all part of history now but a few of us s ll remember. 
 

Chris  
 

(Alf’s photo see Mike P/ Steve T ar cle Wharfedale issue 3) 



 
 

 

Double Decker Trains. Mike W 
There are now at least 20 Countries around the world including Russia, India, 
China and Europe etc. running double Decker Trains so to use up all the spare 

me I have! I tried to trace back in me to when they were first introduced. 
My search has led me to believe that the French were among the first to try 
them back in the 1800. 
The best reference I have found is related to the Swiss Mechanical Engineer 
Anatole Mallet who was the inventor of the first successful compound system 
for a railway steam locomo ve which he patented in 1874. 
 
 

 
 
 
One of the first photos I can find of a double decker train is in fact being pulled 
by one of Mallet’s  first compound engines his 0-4-2T tank engine which was 
built in 1876 for use on the Bayonne –Anglet- Biarritz (B-A-B) Railway and was 
called an “Anglet” This was the first French Compound locomo ve. 
The “Anglet” engine was fi ed with the very tall chimney to li  the smoke clear 
of the upper deck.  
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
The use of double decker trains in the UK was always held back by the 
infrastructure of our system with restricted loading gauge not being suited to 
double decker trains but we did have an a empt at finding a solu on in 1949. 
Oliver Bulleid came up with a concept for a train for the Southern Region 
London – Dar ord commuter line and it was registered as a 4DD electric 
mul ple unit. Only two of these were built and were the only double decker 
units to be used on the mainline network in the UK.  
 

 
The 4DD was more split-level than truly double-deck because the 
compartments were alternately high and low to ensure that the overall height 
of the train was within the limits to pass through tunnels and under bridges.  

The 4DD was designed to carry more passengers in a train of the same length 
and in fact it carried 1104 passengers compared to 800 passengers on current 
standard stock of the me. 

The 4DD however had a weakness in that it increased the sta on dwell me 
and a er only one year of service it was decided that this was not the op mum 
solu on to overcrowding so the idea was not considered for further 
investment.  



 
 

 

Amazingly for an “experiment “these units stayed in service un l 1971(22 yrs.) 
and when they finally were withdrawn on 1st October 1971 they had travelled 
approximately 700,000 miles in service. 

While Double decker trains have been a long mainstay in parts of Europe, they 
have remained absent from UK rail networks. 

This could be about to change with the design of the Aeroliner3000, a new 
model of two- ered rolling stock that has been created by Andreas Vogler and 
has supposedly caught the eye of the UK Department of Transport.  

 
 
Likewise  

 
In what would be a railway first for the UK, French train manufacturer Alstom is 
set to pitch the idea of building double-decker trains to run on the 225mph HS2 
line in order to maximise passenger benefits and bring down travel costs. The 
company, said a double-decker design would take advantage of the designated 
space much more effec vely than single-level trains of the same height. They 
claim this is possible because the trains that will run on HS2 meet with 
European standards and are 170mm (6.7 inches) wider, so they can do so much 
more with the space.  

I guess it is “Watch this space” 



 
 

 

News From Afar - 26 Aug. 

        
 
Sunday Morning 23 August 2020 - Heavy Snow overnight on the Range 
 

 
.  
Members - Sunday 23 Aug - Optional 
 

 

August Flowers 

 



 
 

 

Above Alan with his newly acquired ‘Blowfly’ and below taking Paul’s PB15 for a 
spin.  

 
Below, Tim and Mark with the first outing of a ‘Covid - 19’ one month build rail car (by 
Mark left) . Mark had to make a trip to Sydney, and on his return to the ACT had to 
spend two weeks in isolation. Amazing what you can do when locked up. 

 
 



 
 

 

More track work. 
 

 
 
We have had an issue in the section on the 7.25” track with a particular loco and 
cars and were not sure if it was the track or the loco and cars. Over a few days we 
took all the ballast out, and with the mirror shown previously, had a good look, 
marked all the little issues, dips, bumps and so forth and made them all good with 
our trusty track bender shown under with John and Darryl doing the work. 

 

  
 

The picture on the right shows the device bending the track up. Following. On 
Monday last ‘the team’ placed AN1, the loco, on the turntable to have a closer look at 
the bogies and the wheels in particular. They found that the wheels had an issue. A 
few months ago they were taken out and sent to a local engineer for re machining. 
The specifications went with them. Unfortunately the engineers did not follow the 



 
 

 

specifications for reasons know only to themselves. The result was the wheels had 
no radius curves and no tapers. A recipe for disaster. The result was derailments. 
Not good, but at least it didn’t happen with the public on board. Paul has now re 
machined them. Test results are good. We have a public running next Sunday and 
the weather at present for the day looks good with a sunny day forecast and 17C.  
 

This 
morning, Wednesday was a cold start with -5C, I believe that is 23F, but by 9.00 I 
was just in a ’T’ shirt. Luckily Winter is coming to a close and we will soon be 
complaining how hot it is. Never satisfied. Picture shows frost on the African Love 
Grass. 

With apologies to Andrew 
Ellis.   
 
Much too late for him to tutor 
me. 
This is from my ‘Basic Period’ 
circa around 1953 at Byron 
Road Primary School, 
Gillingham. I went on in life to 
gain an Associate Diploma in 
Cartographic Photography. 
Looking at the picture, you can 
understand why.  
 



 
 

 

Talking photography, my trusty Panasonic Lumix, TZ 30 (bottom left) companion of 
many years and on numerous journeys, as well as providing pictures for the 
newsletters has had to be added to my collection. On  Saturday last it took its last 
picture having zoomed and then failed to ‘unzoom’ if you get my drift. YouTube fixes 
failed to make any difference so it now goes into retirement on the shelf with the 
other retirees. In the short term my Panasonic Lumix DMC FS 42, longer in the tooth 
than the TZ 30 is the stand in. I am looking at the TZ 80 to take its place. as It is 
cheaper than the repair. Following. I have now purchased a TZ 80 and in around two 
years I will have worked out how to use it. Just love technology. 
 

Minor works project. A new path 
started Monday last with some 
digging out using the tractor 
bucket. Today, Wednesday, the 
team, namely three of us, finished 
it off. Greg using the Kubota and 
bucket for the road base fill, Alan 
on the rake, and myself on the 
vibrating roller. Finished nearly by 
‘smoko’,in your terms coffee 
break. Area behind path will be 
grassed. 



 
 

 

 
 

 How it all started. 
 
 

Stay well. David - Canberra - 26 August 2020 
 
 
 
 

Puzzle Corner.      
Lorema’s last week’s Challenge:- 
Word search: - Steam engine and its Bits and Bobs. (20 to find) 
1. Regulator 2. Blowdown. 3. Buffer. 4. Water. 5. Chimney. 6. Wheel.  
7. Sight glass. 8. Boiler. 9. Fire. 10. Injector. 11. Blast pipe. 12. Gauge.               
13. Smokebox. 14. Piston. 15. Oil. 16. Safety Valve. 17. Lubricator. 18. Steam. 
19. Brake. 20. Coal. 



 
 

 

Lorema’s this week challenge. 
Ladies First. Who was the first lady to:- 
Question Answer 
To win a Nobel Prize   
To travel in space   
Be a celebrity winner of "Strictly Come Dancing"   
Be President of the European Commission   
Appear on a postage stamp   
Present BBC's "Blue Peter"   
Have a UK solo number 1 hit record on the uk singles chart.   
Be a test tube baby   
Ride in the Grand National   
Be US Secretary of State   
Win "X-Factor" in the UK   
Win Best Director Oscar   
Be Poet Laureate in the UK   
Be Metropolitan Police Commissioner    
Be Queen of England   
Fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean   
Inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame   
Be Prime Minister of a sovereign European State   
Be consecrated as a Bishop in the Church of England   
Marry King Henry V111   
Be head of MI5   
Take her seat in the House of Commons   
Train a Grand National winner   
Win a Pulitzer Prize for Fiction   
Be Chancellor of Germany   

 
 
My thanks go to all who keep sending me the material. 
If you have something for the NEWS please contact me  
 mike.wakeling@b nternet.com    Mobile 07921819724  


