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Editor
The Best ‘Bar’ None! – After 
a good days work and much 
bodging and sawing of wood, 
our 2013 bonfire creation 
‘The Beech Hurst Bar’ is off 
and running. I can safely say 
it lit much better this year 
and a full report appears 
inside… 



Editor’s Notes 
 
May I open by wishing all our members a Happy Christmas, and New Year, 
which it will be when this edition is released on New Year’s Day. 
As I write, it is Christmas morning (I am not one for sitting around doing nothing, 
the shed beckons shortly too!), a storm is rumbling away outside and we are but 
a week from the years end. Speaking of the former, the high winds and heavy 
rain we experienced on Monday night were enough to bring down several more 
trees at Beech Hurst, including one of our large Poplars in the back field and the 
remaining 2 tall ones have also been severely ‘loosened’! This autumn has been 
particularly lively at times with 2 storms already and another forecast for Boxing 
Day night; it has yet to turn properly cold however. With that fact in mind we have 
been able to continue with many projects at the Club and all these will be 
summarised in the Winter Work pages later in this edition. 
May I say a big thank you to Adam, Andrew S, Roy P and Steve T for their 
respective articles in the last edition, another bumper one! 
Talking of ‘bumper’, I think this edition will match the October one and I have 
pieces by Andrew S, Chris, Ray, Ron and Steve T, along with reports from our 
Bonfire evening, Sandown Park stand and Winter Work season. There is also an 
updated Forthcoming Events Diary, so please read on and enjoy… 

Andrew 
Chairman’s Notes 
 
As 2013 fades away, I reflect back on a mixed year. In financial terms we were 
very successful. Thanks to good weather and a well organised and well 
supported running book. In other ways it was noticeable that many of our long 
serving members are no longer in the best of health. We also lost a good friend 
in Peter Marten and the Club lost one of its strongest supporters. On the plus 
side, some of our younger members have worked hard this year to ‘fill the gap’ 
but it is, and will be, a large gap to fill! I feel a transition period for the Club has 
begun and I would like to encourage all members to consider giving some time to 
help us in 2014. A regular ‘gang’ already works extremely hard to maintain our 
facilities to a very high standard but I felt this year we only just about managed it! 
Just a little extra help from a few more members would make all the difference… 
Could you cut the grass for us in the summer, help on the track gang or do a bit 
of painting? Please consider offering us your support next year. 
This winter so far, Roy P has worked hard on renovating a long section of track, 
helped by 7 or 8 members at different times. Nick and helpers have cleared the 
usual piles of leaves. I have been power washing the concrete surfaces which 
have been getting slippery with algae. Andrew’s B & S have been painting truck 
bogies. Graham and Peter C have put ball bearings in the ‘Growler’ and also 
wired up further charging facilities in the lockers. Mike W and Steve S have 
cleaned and re-arranged our workshop. Geoff, helped by Chris, has drilled 
hundreds of new sleepers. George has deep cleaned the kitchen and Val & John 
have kept us stocked with supplies. Special thanks to Brian J, Graham and John 
G, who gave up so much time to help Roy with track work this winter. 



These are just some of the main tasks carried out so far. So many small jobs go 
‘unsung’ and ‘un-noticed’ but I thank everyone who has worked hard to keep the 
Club well ordered this year, including those who do all the paperwork required to 
keep us operating! 
Looking forward to the first part of 2014, our plan is to ‘revamp’ the workshop. 
This will require strengthening the ceiling joists, renewing the ceiling and lighting, 
stripping out the old wiring, repainting the ceiling and walls ready for the 
electrician to come and rewire us up to modern standards. Can you help with any 
of this? 
We have our New Year’s Day Party on 1st January, hope to see you there, and I 
wish everyone a happy and healthy 2014. 

Mike 
Club History 
 
Continuing the series, you will find my next 2 pages (13 & 14) stapled to the rear 
of your newsletter, which follow the last 2 published in the October edition. 
 

Steve T 
Doug Johnson 
 
It is with sadness that I should report the passing of Beech Hurst member Doug 
Johnson on 17th December 2013, aged 88, following a short illness. Doug was 
officially our oldest member and although he had not attended the Club for many 
years he did so regularly during the 1970’s. Even in recent years I have had the 
pleasure of meeting Doug at his home in Hove to discuss many aspects of 
engineering and Beech Hurst as a whole, and apart from being a very nice 
person, he was also incredibly knowledgeable on most things engineering. Proof 
if ever it was needed could be found in his immaculate 5” SR ‘Schools’ Class 
locomotive which took pride of place in the lounge and used to haul 4 car 
passenger trains at Beech Hurst – pretty good for a 4-4-0…! 

Andrew 
Passengers carried in 2013 
 
A bit late this year as the editor forgot to remind me! (And, I was away last press 
day). 
In spite of a good year’s weather, following a late start, we did not reach the 
heady numbers of previous years. This has given the team a bit of a break but 
that means the Committee will have less to spend this winter! 
The long term average has been around 23,100 passengers so it is a bit of an 
anti-climax to find we ‘only’ carried 22,012 this year. 
We must not forget that some clubs would be happy with a 10th of this traffic. 
The track wear is also down with 5,500 train laps run instead of the usual 6,000+ 
from previous years. 
I cannot find last year’s report, however I think the ‘telephone number’ all time 
passenger count was 01369,446, Dunoon in Argyll, Scotland. 



This year’s magic number is 01391,458. We are lucky in that it has only recently 
been allocated by BT, to Fleetwood in Lancashire. 
(Who writes this rubbish?) 
So an all time count of 1,391,458 is pretty huge and we are rapidly approaching 
the 1.5 millionth passenger in four or five year’s time. Now there’s a publicity 
generator if ever I saw one!   
I almost forgot; this was our 60th running season. In 1954 we carried 3880 
passengers and took £97 in fares. I expect we are now getting great 
grandparents bringing their kids to ride, 4 generations! 
As always we all owe a debt of thanks to the team preparing and running the 
railway every running day, for without them we would have to pay for our own 
tea! 

Chris 
Winter Work 
 
Since the last edition, Roy P has finished the long section of track from the 
Tennis Court straight prior to signal 2, all the way round to signal 3 on the 
Bowling Green straight. This entire section has been completely renewed with 
fully painting ironwork, brand new sleepers, rail and sundries. Thanks of course 
to Roy for putting so much time and effort into this but also to his ‘team’ of willing 
(and not so sometimes!) volunteers who have helped bring it all together. As I 
write, there will be some final levelling to be done later in the winter season but 
for now it is basically ready to use and looks extremely smart too. 
Also outside, Nick has led a ‘team’ of leaf clearers who have helped keep the 
cuttings and track free of leaves, some of which have been very stubborn and 
late to fall. With the recent high winds and heavy rain there will be some further 
clearance required, however the majority of this job has now been done for 
another year. 
Inside, Andrew S & I have continued to paint ‘new’ bogies, which have been in 
service for the past couple of years in either primer or not paint at all. This 
process involves paraffin washing these off, priming where appropriate and then 
top coat painting with a semi-gloss finish. For 2 pairs of bogies (2 trucks worth) 
this takes about 3 weeks to allow for drying time and then fitting back to the 
trucks. As I write, 2 pairs have been finished and are back outside whilst a further 
2 pairs have been painted and are waiting re-fitting to their respective trucks. It is 
hoped to have 5 pairs complete early in the New Year and then the last 2 pairs 
complete by Easter, as time permits. 
Also inside, Graham & Peter C have been busy cleaning and wiring a charging 
point to our ‘Growler’ locomotive ‘Florence Nightingale’. This socket will mean the 
locomotive can be charged in the locker without the need for the body to be 
removed after each run. Ball bearings have also been installed in the axle boxes 
to save the need for oil. Further to this job, they also took the opportunity to deep 
clean our Class 73 and check for any faults. Whilst undertaking this task, they 
discovered one of the drive cogs was loose on the motor pinion and 
consequently a major deconstruction of one bogie was required to put this right. 



Hopefully with this done, the locomotive will now be driving on all 4 axles, rather 
than just 3! 
Finally inside, Ray has been busy tidying and sorting out the library cupboards, 
which have become a little bit cluttered. 
With the approach to Christmas and with Exhibitions too, Winter Work has 
reduced a little over the last few weeks, however it will begin again in earnest 
after Christmas with the start of the workshop redecoration… 

Andrew 
Recent Social Events 
 
With the last newsletter published on Bonfire Night, it is most appropriate that I 
start with that first. Short of ideas for this year, the decision for the Bonfire 
‘theme’ was not actually made until we were standing on the field that Saturday 
morning sifting through the wood looking for inspiration! The catalyst for the 
decision was a fireplace surround and oak barrel, which formed part of our 
‘supplies’ for 2013. A bit like ‘Scrapheap Challenge’ used to be, we had to bodge 
something together using what we had and make the best job we could. Andrew 
S, Steve S & I plumped for a Beech Hurst ‘Hotel / Pub come Bar’ theme featuring 
pub sign, beer pumps and ‘period’ suitcases! Sadly the oak barrel was past 
salvaging otherwise this would have added greatly to the overall effect! That said, 
I think our construction was pretty good and add to the back of it a ‘forest’ of 
vegetation then come 16:00 lo and behold we had a fire! The ‘Beech Hurst Arms’ 
sign was then cable tied to an outrigger and the sweepstake for 2013 was how 
long this would ‘hang on’ for (please excuse the pun!). With 18:00 approaching, 
and a crowd numbering in the 20’s looking on, the fire was lit and our 2013 effort 
was ablaze. The sign held for a relatively short time with the fire aided and 
abetted by a gusty south westerly wind, which reduced our mass of wood to 
glowing embers in a little under ½ an hour. At this point we retired to the 
Clubhouse for baked potatoes, beans & cheese, followed by pies for pudding. 
Thereafter a 20 minute or so firework display was set off and another Bonfire 
Night closed. One of our biggest attended social evenings of the year, Bonfire 
Night was once again a fun evening, with thanks to all those who attended to 
make it so. Special thanks of course to Val & John for all the food preparation, 
also to Andrew S, Steve S and myself + our ‘team’ of volunteers for helping to 
create our 2013 structure, preparations for which start early in the year I can 
assure you…! 

Andrew 
Sandown Park Exhibition 
 
As previously advertised, the 2013 exhibition was held over the weekend of the 
14th / 15th December, which is a full 6 weeks later than 2012. This year our ‘pitch’ 
moved again and we were placed in the south end of the main hall. This location 
proved ideal and was on the ‘main drag’ so to speak. All the exhibitors / traders 
were in this hall with the 2 upstairs rooms reserved for the competition section 
alone. I for one think this set up is best with the vast majority of the attractions in 
one hall, rather than spread over several, which visitors often find hard to locate.  



With this relocation came 
a smaller stand than 
previous years, however 
our 5 locomotives (a 3 ½” 
‘Rob Roy’, a 5” ‘King 
Arthur’ (see picture left), 
2x 5” ‘Kings’ (see 
picture below left) and 
a 5” ‘Railmotor’) filled this 
space exactly and with a 
good size ‘living’ area for 
us at the back! Set up 
was relatively painless 
having got our layout 

sorted and apart from a few alarm wire issues, we were done and dusted in 
about 3 hours. 

All of the following 3 days 
proved to be quite busy 
with visitors, many of 
whom stopped to chat 
and admire our display. 
Much of the conversation 
revolved around the 
GWR ‘Kings’, which 
looked excellent coupled 
together to form the 
centre piece of our stand. 
That said, all of the 
locomotives had their 
turn to be examined and 

many questions were asked about each, often from visitors who were either 
building or considering to build that model. Advice would be given where 
practicable and hopefully this was useful too. As much as a social attraction, 
exhibitions also provide a vast knowledgebase from which fellow exhibitors and 
visitors alike can tap into, something which a Club alone often cannot fulfil. 
Breakdown on the Sunday was brisk and with our best efforts we were done 
within 40 minutes of closing time and home within 2 hours by road or rail! 
Through these pages I must thank all those who gave their time to help set up, 
run and breakdown at this exhibition, without which we could not do such an 
event. Thanks especially to John H and Steve S for providing transport, which 
makes the whole process so much easier to organise! 

Andrew 
 
 
 
 



Building a W&L ‘Dougal’ 
 
After recovering in a 
darkened room for a 
good week following the 
mad rush required for 
‘Dougal's’ attendance at 
the Midlands Exhibition, 
a good start has been 
made with the last job to 
complete before the loco 
is declared finished – 
painting. I began by 
priming the four side 
tanks, as these are 
relatively straight forward 
to paint and practice on! They were followed by the vast majority of the brake 
gear, as well as buffer beams, guard irons and cab steps.  
(Picture above: ‘Dougal's’ side tanks, brake gear and buffer beams (in the 
foreground) carrying 'red oxide' livery! The test side tank can clearly be 
seen sporting its new shade of LNER Apple Green) 
I have mixed the Red Oxide in a ratio of 50:50 with a paint conditioning product 
called Owatrol. The main reason for doing this is to increase the drying time and 
it is very effective. This does mean however that all items have received a 
minimum of three coats, although this is not necessarily a bad thing. With the 
primer applying continuing, I chose to advance one side tank into top coat to see 
how the final result would look before going any further with the rest. Again, I 
mixed the undercoat and top coat with the Owatrol and after another ten coats, 
and a bit more rubbing down with 1000 grit paper, my test side tank is looking 
very good. It is not quite ready for T-Cut yet as there are a couple of sides which 
are still a bit rough but it is looking promising. I will also take the opportunity to 
remove the boiler and get this hydraulically tested while it is out of the frames, 
prior to painting the cladding and the frames themselves. 
As this is going to be my last article, I must take the opportunity to thank Andrew 
for all of his help and support throughout this four year project – without whom 
‘Dougal’ would certainly not exist. Unfortunately, due to the painting, ‘Dougal’ will 
miss the New Year's Day run but will hopefully reappear in the spring completely 
finished and ready to visit new places. 
P.S. All 22 articles will shortly be available in paper back...! 

Andrew S 
 
Ed No’ Now that ‘Dougal’ is nearly finished it is interesting to look back and take 
stock of this unique project. I say unique in as much as this is a serial column in a 
bi-monthly newsletter being filled by a junior member building a steam loco. The 
latter being rare enough in this day and age but to be done with such speed that 
it can be serialised as a ‘live’ job must be unique. I would like to hear from other 
newsletter editors who could have completed such a feat. 



The project has not been without its challenges; however it does prove that 
where there is a will to help and a genuine desire to learn, achievement is there 
for those who wait. Furthermore, it is now another younger member in the hobby 
who can add this to his CV and I for one know that the feeling of achievement 
from building your own locomotive is one that makes you very proud. Something 
that can never be taken away…! 

Andrew 
Storm Damage 
 
As I mentioned earlier in this publication, we have been hit by several quite 
intense storms over the last few weeks and as we approach the New Year, so 
there seems little let up in the windy and wet weather of late. Below are a couple 
of photos taken as recently as 24th December, showing the destructive power of 
these recent gales… 

(Picture above left: A fir tree (very) adjacent to the steaming bays) 
(Picture above right: One of the Poplar trees in the back field) 

Andrew 
Prospective New Boiler Inspectors 
 
The following couple of pictures appear courtesy of Ron Harris and I think we 
may well have a couple of prospective new boiler inspectors who seem keen to 
give this particular construction a very thorough ‘once over’! 

 
 



Xmas Quiz 
 
The next 2 pages contain 8 photographs taken at 4 miniature railways in Sussex, 
i.e. 2 from each railway. Each pair are numbered, can you name the locations? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The results from these will be published in the February edition of the newsletter. 
 

Ray 



Forthcoming Events 
 
Now that we are into the New Year, thoughts inevitably turn to the first few 
months of the year and of course our new running season. 
As I write, final preparations are being made for the Alexandra Palace show in 
mid-January, which I will report on in the February edition, however our stand 
etc…, looks to be the same as per last year. 
Into late February and we will be displaying at the Brighton Centre again in 2014. 
Final details for this are still to be confirmed, as is our stand size and position, 
which will in turn dictate the models we take. If you would like to volunteer 
yourself or a model for this exhibition then details will appear on the blackboard 
shortly after New Year’s Day. 
Moving into March and a provisional date of the 1st has been set for our AGM 
with confirmation notices to be sent out towards the middle / end of January. 
Finally for now, an idea from Andrew S and Steve S has led to a decision to hold 
a special event day on 10th May 2014 to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
opening of our track. The plan is to have 1 locomotive in service from each of the 
6 decades from 1954 – 2014 in 10 year increments, i.e. 1954 – 1964 and 1964 – 
1974 etc… After much thought, we think this is achievable and in addition, if 
passengers can provide the 1954 fare in coinage from that era then they will 
travel for free. We will not keep the coins themselves; however it will be 
interesting to see how many passengers can do this. Final details for this event 
will be published in the February or April editions and it will be nice to celebrate a 
historical event in the Club’s history and the opening of a track which even to this 
day is the envy of many model engineering Clubs the across the UK. 

Andrew 
Diary of Events 
 
16th – 19th January 2014 – SMLS to display at Alexandra Palace – see above 
 

6th February 2014 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

20th – 23rd February 2014 – SMLS to display at Brighton Centre – see above 
 

1st March 2014 – Provisional date for the SMLS AGM – TBC shortly 
 

6th March 2014 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

3rd April 2014 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

1st May 2014 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

10th May 2014 – 60th Anniversary of the Track Opening Special – see above 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check black / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew 
 
 



Mirror Image: As well as the trees mentioned inside the news, the 
last of 3 trees adjacent to the Bowls Club succumbed during the 
storm of 23rd December, leaving a blank space across the park. This 
area was devastated during the 1987 storm when the apple trees 
were blown down. As well as the high winds, the recent rainfall is 
evident from the picture – almost enough water to sail a model boat! 
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History of The S.M.L.S.

Place No Date
17 In Attendance Minutes of the previous Committee meeting were read & confirmed as correct then signed by the Chairman.

Leonard Whittington Chairman Some changes were made in the Committee. 
Ernest Brown (Father) Vice Chairman. It was suggested that a President be elected. 

Ron Bostel (S.R.) Secretary & Treasurer - S.M.L.S. The amalgamation with the Mid Sussex Society was discussed. 

Arthur Ayliffe (A.E.) Committee Member - S.M.L.S. New Trolley body's had been delivered but help was needed with the bogies.

W.M.Hebblethwaite Secretary Lewes & District 
M.E.S. The Bank account was changed to the Sussex Square Branch of Barclays Bank.

C.W.Hudson (Sen.) All cheques to be signed by Chairman & Secretary. 
Bert Perryman (A.C.) A suggestion of a Club Badge was discussed. 
Jack Austen-Walton Track Committee Manager Subscription to stay the same.

J.B.Hughes Catering was now to be handled by the official caterer for Beech Hurst. 
Arthur R.Toone Easter Saturday 9th April was set for the first public running day. (Not in the minutes)

Alf Funnell Track Committee
Harold Lovell (H.A.)

F.Barrows
Arthur Elphick
F.W.Wilkins
A.C.Cornwell

The Press Mid Sussex Times

Leonard Whittington Chairman & Treasurer
Ron Bostel (S.R.) Secretary

Ernest Brown (Father) Vice Chairman
Arthur Ayliffe (A.E.) Vice Chairman

A.C.Cornwell Assistant Secretary 
Jack Austen-Walton Track Manager 

Les Clarke (A.L.) Other
Alf Funnell Other
K.N.Harris Other

Harold Lovell (H.A.) New Committee Member
6 In Attendance Apologies from:- Leonard Whittington, Jack Austen-Walton, A.C.Cornwell & Dick Rawlins (R.C.)

Ernest Brown (Father) Vice Chairman (in the Chair) Minutes of the previous Committee meeting were read & confirmed as correct then signed by the Chairman.
Ron Bostel (S.R.) Secretary A sample of a loco lifting board was to be produced.

Arthur Ayliffe (A.E.) Other The extensions to the Station to be ordered from W.C.Hilton.
K.N.Harris Other Allan Killick was asked to join the meeting and explain his New Signalling System to be installed very soon.
Alf Funnell Other It was agreed that 25% of the passenger takings be deducted & the rest to be split with visiting clubs.

Harold Lovell (H.A.) Other Dick Rawlins (R.C.) wished to resign from the Committee owing to circumstances beyond his control.
A visit to our track is planned for The Croydon Society on the 11th September 1955
It as agreed to proceed with the acquisition of a Club Badge.
The Secretary was asked to acquire Membership Cards.
It was agreed that 2 Trolleys were to be purchased from Jack Austen-Walton at a price of £10.0.0 each
A visit from Brighton & Hove Society was raised.
A Founder member Dick Rawling (R.C.) resigned from the Committee

Relevant Information Notes

A.G.M. 
Minutes 3 26 February 1955

The New Committee for 1955/56

These Positions were appointed at the 1st Committee Meeting

SMLS 
Committee 

Minutes 1951-
59 Bound

13 21 May 1955

Information Found Names

Page 13



History of The S.M.L.S.

The Old Pig Sty - 1954  A Look from the Steaming Bay - 1954 Ron Bostel along the Bowling Straight - 1955

Page 14

(later to become the Bowlers Club House) (IPB-0082) (IPB-0518)
(IPB-0525)

Syd Rowland Firing Stella Ann in the Steaming Bay - 
1955

The 1st Club Badge given to members free (No Red 
Inlay in the Outer Ring) - 1955

(IPB-0759) (IPB-0272) (IPB-0041)

Jack Austen-Walton's 5in 4-6-0 LMS 5XP No 5751 on 
the track by the Steaming Bay - 1955
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