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Editor
First Time Round: I thought 
come 2010 I might be 
struggling to keep this ‘new’ 
engine theme going but 
another ‘new’ locomotive 
arrived on New Year’s Day in 
the form of GWR ‘Castle’ 
class locomotive 5071 
‘Spitfire’ seen on test in the 
hands of its new owner! 



Editor’s Notes 
 
Welcome to 2010 and also to my 10th year anniversary edition of the newsletter. 
It hardly seems possible that I have been joint or sole editor for a whole decade 
but it is perfectly true – I’ve checked! A lot has changed in those 10 years, 
particularly with reference to the actual production of the newsletter which has 
been greatly improved by modern digital technologies, e-mail and Internet. There 
is of course a greater expectation of speed and quality that comes with those 
advances, which we have to continue to live up to! I hope the newsletters that are 
prepared now are an improvement on those of the ‘type writer’ and ‘pre-digital’ 
era’s of 1980’s and 1990’s. 
Looking back a couple of months, I trust that all the December editions made 
their destination satisfactorily despite the inclement weather and before 
Christmas too. During September and October there was speculation about the 
2009/10 winter forecast and having had a warm and dry early autumn it is hardly 
surprising that November was wet, wet, wet and since then it has been cold, 
cold, cold, and with more snow than most people can remember since the early 
80’s! Only now are we beginning to see the back of the coldest weather for more 
than 20 years and with the 2010 season approaching it can’t come soon enough! 
Looking forward to this edition, I have prepared articles on the recent social 
events since Nosh Night before Christmas, (almost as big) Andrew has written 
the first article in what will hopefully be a new ‘junior series’ about their 
experiences and their projects in the hobby, and has also kindly supplied many of 
his photographs for this edition. There is also an updated Winter Work report 
page and an updated Diary of Events one too, so please read on and enjoy… 
 

Andrew 
Chairman's Notes 
 
As I pen these notes it is pouring with rain! Apart from edging the lawn and 
pathways, and the on going battle with the leaves, little has been done outside 
this winter… because if it wasn’t raining, it was snowing! Good luck we did all the 
important maintenance back in October! Nevertheless, there has been much 
activity inside. Peter Chapman has completed our new steel carriage shed doors, 
and modified our gardening store door to open outwards. Geoff has continued 
with the re-painting of the two Pullman sets and our youngsters have been busy 
with their projects in the main workshop, with help from Andrew B. 
Lets hope the weather breaks soon, and the park can start to dry out a bit, it’s 
like a boating lake at the moment! It’s only about 5 weeks to Easter, and we hope 
to make a start with public running the weekend before that, to ‘get the gremlins 
out of the system’ first! Next week is of course our AGM and I hope many of you 
will be able to come along. 

Mike 
 
 
 
 



Junior members 
 
After a lot of ‘good press’ about the club’s junior members at the Sandown Park 
exhibition back in December and a brief mention from Andrew about an idea to 
introduce a new feature written by each of the club’s younger members in the last 
newsletter, I thought I should start by explaining what we do and why I enjoy it so 
much. 

I first started coming up to 
the club in September 
2005, and I have been a 
fully paid up member for 4 
years now (I turned 16 
last month!) For those of 
you who don’t know me, I 
am also an award winning 
photographer and provide 
several images an edition 
for this newsletter, from 
around the club. The 

reason why I keep coming back, week after week, is that I enjoy the company, 
humour and responsibility that come with being station master, and of course we 
occasionally ‘play trains!’ I also believe that the regular members form a good 
team and I enjoy being part of that ‘team’ which is responsible for the upkeep and 
maintenance of, in my opinion, the best 5” gauge raised track in the country. I 
feel proud to be a member and represent the club when visiting other societies. 
Pictured above: (Not so little) Andrew collecting the fares at the station one 
afternoon 

On a normal Saturday or 
Sunday afternoon, any time 
of the year, you normally 
find several under 18’s 
helping with various tasks 
from grass cutting to drain 
clearing and, once 16, even 
driving passenger trains, 
albeit under supervision. 
Even during the quiet winter 
months when we are not 
running trains, several junior 
members can always be 

seen helping the older members and learning specialist skills like track laying. 
One not so specialist skill, but no less important, is clearing leaves which every 
year never seems to end. It is a really monotonous and boring job, yet we keep 
coming back for more, so there must be something that everyone enjoys! 
Pictured above: Nick Edwards loads another pile of leaves into a works bin 
during winter work 



It was always said that a 
lot of children want to be 
engine drivers when they 
grow up, not so much 
these days, but this was 
the case with me. So, 
being able to drive a 
steam engine and be 
trusted with thousands of 
pounds worth of loco, for 
me is a real privilege, 
although I know most 
teenagers wouldn’t find it 
nearly as exciting as I 
do. What has started 
recently, and is nice to 

see, are junior members teaching things that they have learnt or been taught to 
fellow junior members, at the same time as encouraging them to get involved. 
Hamish Clark, Adam Cro, Nick Edwards and I are lucky enough to own our own 
engines, which most junior members who have now grown up to be adult 
members never had the luxury of. In several cases, they had to build their own. 
Pictured above: Peter Bridges at the controls of Nick Edwards’ ‘Simplex’ 
A couple of us have been shown how to correctly use some of the machinery in 
the workshop and have then been able to put our new skills to good use. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who have given up some of 
your time, however short, to teach us some of your skills. It is also interesting to 
know that you are being taught what some might consider, a dying art. Nick, 
Adam and I are all currently in the process of building 5” gauge locomotives or 
wagons, whilst Hamish, with help from Andrew B is part way through overhauling 
his 3 ½ gauge ‘Juliet’. Nick has nearly finished a 5” coal truck, with a small 
amount of work left to do and has just started his latest project, building a 5” 
gauge GWR Toad brake van. Adam is machining the motion and axles for his 5” 
‘Sweat Pea’ and I am, at the time of writing 41 hours into the building of a boiler 
for a 5” Welshpool and Llanfair ‘Dougal’ locomotive, part of which was on display 
at last month’s ‘bits and pieces’ evening. 
The newest junior member to join the club is Laurie Anderson and he is already 
showing commitment and dedication to the club. After all, he is only 12 so there 
is plenty of time to start building a loco, although, it has to be said that building a 
loco takes a lot of time and patience. Peter Bridges has been a member now for 
3 or 4 years and although he is not building a loco, helps out when ever he can 
during the running season and with winter maintenance. Junior members then 
get the chance to practice driving other people’s locos ‘after hours’. 
In as little as 10 year’s time the club will be a very different place, so today’s 
junior members will be the ones who can take the club forwards and from 
strength to strength.  



We hope to continue this article in the coming editions, and I for one am 
interested to see what the other junior members get out of the club. So over to 
you… 

Andrew Strongitharm 
Recent Social Events… 
 
Although long ago now, we all enjoyed another very good Nosh Night at the club 
prior to Christmas and despite the inclement weather meaning a few would be 
attendees had to cancel we had 26 in the club house that evening for some fun 
and games, and of course the always excellent food. Thanks of course to Val 
and John for their hard work in preparing and serving the food, and also to Mike 
W, Nick and Ray for preparing some games after the food, which brought out the 
normal mild rivalry and banter amongst us all – another very good evening I think 
you’ll all agree. 
With New Year’s Day somewhat curtailed by flu last year, it was a pleasant 
change to have nice weather and most of us fit and healthy for this year’s event. 
Despite the cold, which is an ever present problem this time of year, there was 
much activity on the steaming bays throughout the day with as many as 7 
different locomotives taking to the rails and plenty more going on besides. 
First on was Andrew S with ‘Butch’ and he made the most of the clear track to 
rack up quite a number of non-stop laps before being joined by Metropolitan 
locomotive ‘Florence Nightingale’. Before lunchtime Adam Cro also drove a few 
laps behind his outside cylinder ‘Maid of Kent’ and Hamish lit up his ‘Juliet’ 
locomotive, although this had to be retired to the siding with work required on the 
blast pipe and blower jet, where it remained during the afternoon. 
After lunch Howard’s prospective ‘Schools’ class was lit up for final trials before a 
decision was made about whether to purchase the locomotive or not and Paul 
also arrived with a ‘Castle’ in the back of the car, which was duly unloaded and lit 
up soon afterwards for its own trial! The ‘Castle’ proved to be ok despite some 
initial lubricator and injector problems, however issues with the ‘Schools’ were 
more terminal and despite our best efforts the decision was taken to return it. 
As dusk settled we packed up and headed for the warmth of the clubhouse 
having had a very enjoyable and eventful day. It was once again nice to see so 
many people enjoying the club and I think all will agree we had a really good time 
too! Thanks to everybody who helped out throughout the day with all the jobs, so 
many, and make these events what they are. 
With a gap between New Year’s Day and our AGM in March there is always 
opportunity for another ‘meet’ in early February to break that time up a bit. This 
year we held a ‘Bits and Pieces’ evening when members are invited to bring 
along anything and everything that might be of interest and a topic for discussion. 
There was a real range of exhibits brought along by 14 different members, from 
whole or part locomotives / wagons, to apprentice pieces and an ‘O’ gauge layout 
running in the workshop! It was a nice mix with plenty to see and to discuss, 
which made for a really pleasant evening. Through this piece I would like to say 
thank you to everybody who attended the evening and brought along ‘Bits and 
Pieces’, and as such the following is what you otherwise missed: 



 



• Adam – 3 ½” Rocket, 3 ½” Basset Lowke and ‘OO’ ‘Big Boy’ 
 
• Andrew B – 5” ‘IC125’ bogies and ‘Environment Agency’ nameplate 

(Pictured previous page top left) 
 

• Andrew S – 5” ‘Dougal’ boiler bits and pieces under construction 
(Pictured previous page top right) 
 

• Chris – Apprentice test pieces and solar orbiting device 
(Pictured previous page bottom right) 
 

• Dave M – 5” ‘Britannia’ chassis under construction 
(Pictured previous page bottom left) 
 

• Hamish – ‘O’ gauge layout featuring L&Y Sentinal and Railmotor loco’s 
(Pictured previous page middle right) 
 

• John G – 3 ½” 43xx chassis and boiler under construction 
 
• John W – 5” ‘Duchess’ bogie and pony trucks, and outside cylinder 

 
• Mike W – Apprentice test pieces 

 
• Nick – Dart Board cabinet and 5” coal truck under construction 

(Pictured previous page middle left) 
 

• Norman – 3 ½” Schools and 3 ½” West Country boilers, and ‘OO’ 4-CEP 
 
• Roy Le M – 3 ½” ‘Juliet’ under construction 

(Pictured previous page top left) 
 

• Roy P – 5” SECR ‘Asia’ bits and pieces under construction 
 

• Steve T – Apprentice test pieces and professional miniature fabrications 
 

Andrew 
Snow 
 
As the December edition went to press we were in the process of recovering 
from some of worst snow fall to hit southern Britain for several years! Fortunately 
for us it missed the previous weekend of the Sandown Park show and wasn’t so 
bad as to force the cancellation of Nosh Night either. Despite the obvious chill, 
Christmas came and went without major incident and we entered the New Year 
with most of us back to school or work – it didn’t last though! Heavy snowfall on 
the 4th / 5th January meant the closure of most local schools and many people 
were forced to miss work as roads were impassable and trains cancelled. 



The scene at 
Beech Hurst was 
one that I had 
never experienced 
before and for most 
teenagers it was 
the most snow 
they’d ever seen. 
The park had a 
good 6 – 8 inches 
all over, with many 
places covered by 
up to 12 inches. 
That afternoon we 
cleared a path as 
best we could 

around the clubhouse, however the driveway was absolutely out of bounds and 
access to the park was by foot only. It lay for the best part of two weeks all told 
and there are two particular things that I remember most vividly. Firstly, was how 
eerily quiet the whole place seem to be, no aircraft noise, no traffic streaming by 
on the main road, no animals – almost complete silence. The other, was how 
light it was at night. Andrew S & I, and also Mike & I all came out of the club after 
dark on a couple of occasions and each time we remarked that it was virtually 
like dusk with the snow acting as a natural reflector against the neon light 
pollution that is Haywards Heath. The novelty value was good at the time but 
upon reflection, and now the days are starting to brighten up and get a few 
degrees warmer, I think that I prefer it like this, even if it was good at the time! 
Andrew S took quite a number of pictures around that time and I have added a 
couple to this edition for posterity – lets face it we may never see so much in one 
place for a long time yet! Pictured above: Lots of snow 

Andrew 
Winter Work 
 

With the above in 
mind our winter 
work has been 
seriously curtailed 
in recent weeks! 
Even if members 
could get to the 
club, and many 
couldn’t for a good 
fortnight, then we 
were faced with 
tough conditions to 
work outside with.  



In fact Mike’s notes at the beginning sum up our total work for the last couple of 
months. Pictured previous page: New carriage shed doors 

The new carriage 
shed doors are 
now fitted and 
finished, and look 
really good too. 
Peter Chapman 
has since been 
working on 
modifying our 
‘gardening store’ 
door with a new 
aluminium sheet 
face, strong 
galvanised gate 
hinges and the 
ability to open 

outwards, rather than inwards, to improve storage options inside. At the time of 
press this has been hung, looked at, slightly modified and now re-hung in 
readiness for paint to be added in the next couple of weeks. All our outside sheds 
and stores now have good strong doors that should hopefully last for many more 
years to come and prove to be less maintenance than their wooden 
predecessors. Pictured above: New tool store door awaiting painting 
Also outside, John M has continued with his usual gardening ‘activities’ ably 
assisted by many other members each weekend as and when the weather has 
permitted! Again, the areas around the track are also looking very smart and well 
kept as ever, and hopefully in the next few weeks we should start to see some 
spring shoots and early blooms sprouting out to brighten the place still further. 

Inside, the Pullman 
trucks are also 
coming along very 
well and one set is 
now complete 
except for the 
name vinyls, which 
Geoff will hopefully 
fit in the next week 
or so. Picture left: 
‘Saturday end’ 
Pullman ‘Opal’ in 
the final stages of 
painting, just with 
the name vinyl’s 
to complete 
 



Their overhaul this winter was really due and they do look very smart indeed, 
hopefully like the last time they will be good for another 10 years before we need 
to think about repainting them again! 
Also inside, the boy’s have been continuing with their respective projects and 
having helped us out a great deal prior to Christmas they now have much free 
time to progress their skills and builds still further. Following on from Andrew’s 
article and with much said in the Model Engineering press’ about the lack of new 
skills being taught / learnt nowadays I think our club is one that bucks the trend in 
that respect and I sincerely hope that this long continues as ‘proper’ projects, i.e. 
the building of rolling stock and locomotives is increasingly rare amongst the 
older generations let alone the younger ones. Bear in mind too that none of our 
younger members are engineering apprentices or have that background, so the 
standard of work that is currently being produced is very impressive indeed! 
Winter work will conclude in the April edition and hibernate for the summer 
months before re-appearing again in October – much later this year! 

Andrew 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Looking forward towards spring, and beyond, our first visit to Beech Hurst is on 
Sunday 16th May when we once again welcome Chelmsford club to our track for 
a morning fun run and then to help operate our afternoon passenger service for 
us. I will hope for better weather this year because many of their ‘May’ visits in 
the past have been either hampered or washed out by rain, so I trust this time will 
be an exception and not the rule! 
Some time towards the middle / end of May or June we will have our mid-
summer ‘DIY’ BBQ, however at the time of press this has yet to be confirmed and 
will of course be published in the April newsletter once a date has been firmed. 
At the beginning of June (3rd) we welcome the Lavender Line to Beech Hurst for 
their second visit, the first in 2009 being a great success and hopefully we can 
provide another fun evening for them this time round. Following on from that 
evening we have been reciprocally invited to visit the Lavender Line on 
Wednesday 9th June. Last year was a great evening at Isfield and we had many 
rides on their railway and the chance to drive their own ‘Peckett’ steam 
locomotive too. Towards April, names will be required on the blackboard for this 
event so I can let the LLPS know in good time for our visit. 
Beyond June, we have provisionally booked in the visit of Maidstone club for the 
17th July and our return visit will be on their open day on August 7th; however 
there may also be another opportunity to visit Mote Park, details of which will be 
advertised once they have been firmed. 
There may also be other visits planned during the summer months and arranged 
at short notice. Details of these will be as widely advertised as possible, however 
if a newsletter is not due then dates and times etc… will only be displayed on the 
notice / blackboard in the clubhouse for members to view. 

Andrew 
 
 



Diary of Events 
 
27th / 28th March 2010 – Timetabled start to 2010 running season 
 
1st April 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
6th May 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
16th May 2010 – Chelmsford club to visit Beech Hurst – details to follow 
 
3rd June 2010 – Club Night & Visit to Beech Hurst by Lavender Line from 1800 
 
9th June 2010 – SMLS invitation to visit the Lavender Line – details to follow 
 
1st July 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
17th July 2010 – Maidstone club to visit Beech Hurst – details to follow 
 
5th August 2010 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 
7th August 2010 – SMLS invitation to visit Maidstone club – details to follow 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check black / notice boards in the Clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew 
Subscriptions 
 
Normally this piece would follow my notes at the beginning of this newsletter, 
however to optimise space I have been forced to place this at the end instead 
this time. As this newsletter will be out around the weekend of the AGM and that 
is the cut off for subscriptions then this will also be your last newsletter if you 
have yet to pay! I am pleased to say that I have received about ¾ of the 2010 
subscriptions thus far, so if there are any more members out there who have yet 
to pay then this your last chance to do so. 
Everybody who has been kind enough to send payment to me by post will 
receive their membership card with this copy of the newsletter and if you haven’t 
then either I have ‘boobed’ or it has dropped in to the envelope that this came in 
– please check! I can of course re-issue any missing cards if you let me know. 
Any outstanding cards will then be posted individually in the next week or so and 
cheques dropped into the club or sent by post will now be paid in as I have 
everything back from the accountants. I can then draw a line under this for 
another 10 months or so! 

Andrew 



Snow Time! – I am sure I don’t need to tell you that 2009/10 has been a 
particularly cold winter with significant snow falling during parts of 
December and January! Whilst this has its downsides, there are also 
upsides too and we had great fun at the club during these periods 
running trains in the ‘winter wonderland’! Although it wasn’t as deep as 
seen in some winters gone by, we did have up to 12 inches around the 
clubhouse and track on certain days and with the reduced traffic and 
aircraft noise it was also quite peaceful too, broken only the sound of the 
occasional engine whistle! Pictured above is ‘Butch’ on one of ‘those’ 
days, whilst trying to clear the track – easier said than done! 
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