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Editor
Special Occasion: A group 
photograph is customary on 
our special anniversary days 
and the 60th year celebration 
of the track opening was no 
different. Sheila Parsons’ 
picture above depicts 29 
members, smartly dressed & 
ready for the off. A report & 
photo gallery appears inside. 

Editor



Editor’s Notes 
 
As I begin writing this edition of the newsletter, our 24 hour run is upon us and it 
will be the Summer Solstice tomorrow – half way through the year and half way 
through our season too! Whilst the headlines tell of England’s current poor 
showing at the World Cup and whether Murray can win Wimbledon, it is but a 
month since we were making headlines of our own, except for very different 
reasons. The 60th anniversary of the opening of our original track seems a very 
long and distant memory now but flicking through the photographs to compile for 
this edition and it does seem like yesterday. It was an excellent day and very well 
attended (see cover picture!), and despite not being as busy as we would have 
liked it certainly brought people together as our anniversary celebrations seem to 
do. I will not dwell too much on the day itself because a full report appears later 
on but it would have been foolish not to start with this because of its significance. 
Furthermore, it is interesting to note that as of Saturday 21st June we will have 
carried our 1.4 millionth passenger and although not exactly precise, it does 
equate to approximately 23,000 passengers per annum on that basis. Therefore, 
in 5 season’s time our next celebration should be the 1.5 millionth! 
From the last issue, thanks go to Norman & Steve T for their respective pieces 
and in this newsletter we have articles from Roy P & Steve T. There are also 
reports from the latest social events and an updated Diary, so please read on 
and enjoy… 

Andrew 
Chairman’s Notes 
 
Mid season already! How time does fly, especially when you are busy, and this 
year (our 60th anniversary of the opening of our track) has lots going on. 
With a satisfactory Easter and early May Bank Holiday behind us, everybody, I 
think, thoroughly enjoyed our special anniversary event on 10th May. On the day, 
a fortunate (and perfectly timed!) window in a poor spell of weather allowed us to 
enjoy the fruits of our labours. 
Special thanks must go to Andrew S for much of the paperwork planning and co-
ordination of events on the day – a very good job. Thanks too to the Committee 
for supporting and putting in the hours discussing + finalising the arrangements. 
That day, the whole Club pulled together to produce a smooth operation despite 
the late setting up due to the early rain. Thanks must go also to Nicholas Owen 
who kindly gave his time and enthusiasm to be our Master of Ceremonies for this 
special day. 
A few other special mentions include thanks to Chris for taking care of Nicholas 
Owen during his visit, Lorema W for all the bacon butties supplied and cooked for 
us, Adam C and family for the super iced anniversary cake, also to John H & 
Steve S for the Organ and PA system. Sheila P once again took our group photo 
and Nick E took video of the ceremony and running. Lastly, thanks to all the 
drivers, guards and station staff, and Andrew B who was a busy TC that day.  



The ceremonial tape was broken by Ray who has put in so many years driving at 
the Club. A wonderful effort too from other members working quietly in the 
background – thanks to you all. 
Behind the scenes, progress is being made in returning the workshop to 
normality, actually a vast improvement from before, tidier and modernised! 
Thanks to Mike W on the reinstatement. Please make an effort to keep the new 
facilities clean and tidy. 
Whilst I have been away working, the Club has enjoyed other visits and the 24 
hour ''fun run'' is due as I write these notes. No doubt Andrew B will include a 
report on all of these in this news. 
Let’s hope the 2nd half of the season goes as well as the first. Enjoy the summer! 
 

Mike 
Sad News 
 
It is with sadness that I should report the passing of former SMLS Chairman and 
stalwart member Mike Killick on 11th June, aged 82.  
Although not a founder member, Mike was a regular active volunteer from the 
mid-1950’s until the mid-1990’s, including 2 separate 3 year stints as Chairman 
from 1981 – 1984 and again from 1992 – 1995. In his professional life, Mike was 
a very accomplished engineer and one of the products of this knowledge was 
‘Stella Ann’, an outside cylinder ‘Maid of Kent’, which has covered many miles at 
Beech Hurst and can now be found displayed in the museum at New Romney on 
the Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway, where Mike was also a volunteer. 
From a personal perspective, Mike was Chairman when I joined in 1993 and my 
memory of him was of a very kind and considerate person, who liked a chat and 
happy to pass on his expertise and knowledge where possible. When I would 
approach the clubhouse either via the lane or the park, you always knew if Mike 
was there because his distinctive bright yellow Seat Marbella car would be 
parked adjacent to the engine shed doors in front of the clubhouse! 

Andrew 
Club History 
 
Continuing the series, you will find my next 2 pages (17 & 18) stapled to the rear 
of your newsletter, which follow the last 2 published in the April edition. 

Steve T 
Cover Photograph 
 
Further to our special day on the 10th May and if anybody would like a copy of 
Sheila Parsons’ cover photograph for themselves then please add your name to 
the list next to the signing in book at the Club and you will be added to the order. 
There will be a nominal charge of £1.20 for each 10” x 8” print, which seems the 
popular size at present! In addition, a couple of CD’s, a photo book and a 
quantity of actual prints are at the Club if you’d like to see some of the images 
taken. Very many thanks to Linda Chen for providing these for us. 

Andrew 



The Year on the Track 
 
Although snippets of progress on track maintenance have appeared in the 
newsletters over the last year, there was no summary at the AGM and therefore 
no chance to give credit to all those Club members who have given up their 
valuable time working on the track. I would therefore like to put this right.  
Track replacement, steelwork cleaning & painting were the two major activities 
during the last year. In October and November we replaced 300 ft of track with 
new sleepers and rail, cleaning and painting the top and insides of the steel 
channels, resetting plinths where they had sunk or tilted. For the first time we 
used a rail bender, provided by John Gange, to establish nice smooth curves, 
especially at the fishplates. Hopefully, this will help to reduce the discontinuities 
seen at fishplates, especially during extremes of temperature. This track 
replacement work was completed just in time for the onset of the wet weather. 
The other major activity was steelwork painting. This was undertaken in the late 
spring and early autumn. Two coats of the bitumen paint were applied in the 
hope it may last longer. There is still a little more work this year in order to 
complete the whole of the main track. 
In total about 610 hours of effort have been put into these two major activities, 
John Gange and myself accounted for over 350 hours, the rest was provided 
mainly by contributions from Roy L, Brian J, Mike P, John R, Dave M, Graham M 
and Steve S. Quite a few others provided the odd few hours, always a great help!   
In addition to these two main activities, much maintenance work is undertaken at 
weekends throughout the year. Replacing split and damaged sleepers, identifying 
and replacing broken fishplates, hammering in nails that become loose, checking 
anchor bolts, adjustment of plinths, adjustment of packing and measuring the 
track cant etc… This year also saw the purchase of 2000 new pine and over 150 
Russian larch sleepers that needed to be punched, drilled and the pine ones 
treated in the ‘vat’. I am very grateful to Geoff W for doing all the punching & 
drilling, and in surprisingly quick time. I have only just completed the preservative 
treatment of the ones Geoff finished. My thanks also to Steve S who supplied me 
with preservative, nuts & bolts, and a bit of muscle when needed! 
Lastly, my thanks to Dave M for having our old rail accurately measured and 
providing an engineering drawing for the profile, also for helping with the 
specification which was the basis of our order for a new die and rail. I am pleased 
to say the rail was successfully made and received, thanks to Steve S for helping 
to off-load it from a huge lorry to John H’s van – the rail was transferred at the 
end of Bolnore Road, the closest possible for a delivery lorry of that size! 

Roy P 
Signals 
 
As an aside to Roy’s piece above, it was decided at a recent Committee meeting 
that when operating the railway, even with one train, all signals must be put out. 
Related to this, the track rules are currently in the process of being updated and 
a new version will be distributed with each August newsletter. 

Committee 



Our Anniversary Day 
 
The few months and then weeks leading up to any big event are always very time 
consuming and can be quite intense as the big day approaches – our 60th 
anniversary of the opening of the track was no exception. 
The original idea from Andrew S & Steve S started at the embryonic stage this 
time last year with ideas being thrown around a Committee meeting to see what 
might be possible. As with any organisation you cannot reinvent the wheel for 
these celebrations and there are certain constraints as to what is physically 
possible given our location and layout. From that point, and subsequent 
meetings, a short list was drawn up, which included a celebrity opening, engines 
from each decade operating our service and some kind of free or subsidised fare. 
The details for the day were published in the last newsletter and it had taken 6 – 
8 months prior to that to get everything in place. 
As the day approached it became clear that the weather would be unsettled but 
only showery and not the continuous rain, forecast earlier that week. Along with 
generous publicity in the Mid Sussex Times on the Thursday before, we also had 
2 radio interviews on the Saturday morning itself, so we could not have asked for 
much more. Therefore it was full steam ahead and despite the 10th May dawning 
cloudy and wet, it was forecast to be an improving picture throughout the day. 
With this in mind, the 120 smoked rashers and 5 dozen eggs bought for brunch 
were cooked and eaten more as a late breakfast as we sat inside caged by the 
rain! Fuelled up and ready, come 11:00 the precipitation had all but subsided and 
we set to, to prepare everything for the day ahead. Tasks ranged from cleaning & 
decorating the station area, preparing the locomotives (display and running ones) 
& trucks, doing a spot of gardening and of course the odd obligatory photograph! 
In the hour between 11:00 and 12:00 much of this preparation was complete and 
a short interlude followed where our group photo was taken, itinerary read out 
and soon afterwards the 18” x 12” celebratory cake arrived too! 
With everything pretty much in place; the ‘K’ class was prepared ready to haul 
our freight train at 13:00, followed by the lighting up of the other steam 
locomotives. Our guest for the day, Nicholas Owen, was due at about 13:15, 
having already been live on Radio Sussex at 08:30 publicising our event (the 
other interview having taken place at about 06:45, also on Radio Sussex, with 
our Secretary John Baldwin)! As the trains were put on the track in their correct 
order, Nicholas Owen arrived, to be greeted by Chris Saunders. Attention then 
shifted to the station as the trains filed down one by one with Ray and the Black 
‘5’ pulling forward to the outstretched tape at the far end of the platform. With a 
PA system set up (and thoroughly tested earlier in the day!) Mike P started the 
formal proceedings by introducing Nicholas Owen, who then read out a pre-
prepared speech. He followed this by cutting our cake before waving away Ray’s 
train to the sound of horns and whistles from the other waiting locomotives 
behind – the afternoon had properly begun! As previously arranged (and even 
talked about on the radio that morning) Nicholas Owen then had the privilege of 
driving the second train hauled by the ‘King Arthur’ under the supervision of 
Adam C and with the escort party travelling too! 



The main service then continued as Nicholas Owen was given a guided tour of 
our facilities and a special pack containing SMLS History Books 1 & 2, our 60th 
Anniversary DVD, as well as a Badge and Pen to take away with him. Due to 
other prior engagements he was only able to stay until about 14:45 but he was 
present for best part of an hour and a half, and he was very much thanked for 
presiding over our celebration freely in his own time. 
As the afternoon service continued, the weather stayed dry, if a touch on the 
breezy side, and apart from ‘Wharfedale’ having to be substituted with the ‘K’, 
everything else was proceeding very well. Passenger numbers were a little 
disappointing, however given the weather I thought we did very well and many of 
those passengers who had brought 1954 coinage with them were certainly 
making the most of riding all our trains! The display of locomotives on Brian’s 
siding and Organ playing the car park were other added attractions and many 
people took time between their rides to stop and look at these too. In addition, 
‘Rhoda’ locomotive, present on opening day in 1954, was also creating interest 
on the steaming bays and I know from talking with Mick and Richard afterwards 
that they had a good day and learnt a great deal more about some of the history 
than they knew before! Later in the afternoon John M’s ‘V3’ had to retire due to a 
lubricator failure, however the hard work had been done and from this point we 
began to wind things down and still in the dry too! 
One by one the locomotives were withdrawn from traffic and shortly after 17:00, 
and with storm clouds looming, everything was hastily packed away, just in time 
for a downpour at about 17:45! From this perspective we were dead lucky with 
just a light shower for a few minutes near to 14:00, otherwise dry from 11:00 till 
the close of service. 
Through these pages there are many people I should thank and I apologise if I 
have inadvertently missed anyone. Firstly, Andrew S who spent a great deal of 
time liaising and organising the event, to the main drivers, Ray, Adam C, John M, 
Norman, Stephen H, Steve S, Dan & Nick, our Station Master Mike Wakeling, 
myself as TC, to Chris S, John B & Mike P for chaperoning Nicholas Owen, to 
John H & Steve S for the Organ & PA system, to Geoff W for manning the display 
of locomotives, from a catering perspective to Lorema W for the 40+ bacon & egg 
rolls produced that morning and to Adam C & Mum for organising and delivering 
our cake! On top of these, to everybody else who attended during the day (over 
half our membership in fact!) and who helped in any way big or small to make the 
day such a success. Yes, a warm sunny day would have been great but we got 
away with it and had plenty of fun in the process which is what it is all about. It 
often takes a big event such as this to draw people together for a common 
purpose and the weather aside; I don’t recall any disappointing anniversary days 
in the past and hopefully none in the future either. It will be hard to find new and 
innovative things to do for such events but realistically we have 7 years to think 
about our next milestone – our 70th anniversary! 
Now follows a ‘pictorial interlude’ with a selection of images and suitable captions 
for each. The photos are arranged near as damn it in time order during the day 
and the locos, starting with the Black ‘5’, are in running order thereafter… 

Andrew 



 
Picture Top: The station area decorated and ready to go (note the PA system too!) 
Picture Middle: The locomotive display on Brian’s siding 
Picture Bottom: The cake in the clubhouse prior to the station ceremony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Picture Top: Dan with the ‘K’ class and our freight train prior to passenger service 
Picture Middle: Nicholas Owen cutting the cake at the station 
Picture Bottom: Ray with the Black ‘5’ breaking the tape at the station 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Picture Top: Nicholas Owen driving the ‘King Arthur’ on the second lap of the day 
Picture Middle: John Midderigh with the ‘V3’ coasting back to the station 
Picture Bottom: Norman passing the Organ with our ‘Growler’ ‘Florence Nightingale’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Picture Top: Stephen with the ‘4-CEP’ hauling one of the few ‘empties’ of the day 
Picture Middle: Steve Steer at ease with ‘Wharfedale’ coasting past the steaming bays 
Picture Bottom: The ‘organiser’ Andrew S who did much of the preparation work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recent Social Events 
 
The beginning of June tends to be the start of a fairly busy period with visits to / 
fro Beech Hurst and in recent years the visit of Chelmsford tends to be one of the 
first. Greeted this year by windy and very mild conditions, the earliest arrivals 
from Essex on 7th June had to contend with a thundery downpour which had 
been imported from France earlier that morning, however this did last too long 
and by the time we were ready to unload, the skies were clearing. It then stayed 
dry and was very warm at times during the afternoon – one of the better days we 
have been able to lay on for this visit! 
As with previous years, there was a very good selection of motive power and the 
locomotives, all 5” gauge, as follows: ‘B1’, Freelance GER ‘0-6-0’, LMS Mogul, 
‘Manor’, Maxitrak ‘Dixie’, ‘9F’, ‘SECR R1’, ‘Sweet Pea’ & a ‘Shed on Wheels’! 

And no the last one is 
not a joke; it was 
literally a shed, on 
wheels! The first trains 
were running by about 
11:30 and from then on 
the track was busy with 
7 or 8 on at any one 
time. Sadly the ‘R1’ was 
deemed a failure before 
it made the track with a 
split water feed pipe 
because it would have 
been good to see how it 
went. 

The ‘Dixie’ was also retired prior to our passenger service commencing, however 
the remaining 7 locomotives then carried us through till 17:00 during what was a 
fairly quiet afternoon, except the last ½ hour or so when it was non-stop, just as 
we thought it was all over! (Picture Above: Adam and Andrew with the ‘9F’) 

Through these pages I 
would like to thank all 
the members from 
Chelmsford for coming 
to Beech Hurst to give 
us ‘a day off’ and 
running our afternoon 
passenger service too. 
But for the first ½ hour 
or so it was a very nice 
day and whatever got 
wet did not stay like it 
for long! (Picture Left: 
Brian with the ‘Mogul’) 



At our end, I would like to thank Adam, Andrew S, Graham Miller & Mike W for 
assisting with car unloading / loading & TC duties, along with everyone else who 
made tea or rallied round to keep our guests supplied with whatever they 
needed. Here’s to 2015…! 
 

The following Saturday, 14th, a small group of us then made a return visit to the 
Chelmsford track. Andrew S, Graham Miller & I went up to Essex, along with my 
‘Railmotor’ locomotive as traction. The hot and humid weather of the previous 
few days had finally broken but it was pleasant enough and better not to be too 
sunny as their current site, sandwiched as it is between the River Can and an 
industrial complex, can get hot during the summer months. 
We arrived a little after 10:00 and were easily the first visitors there and the first 
on the track too. Steam up for the ‘Railmotor’ is achieved in a matter of minutes 
and cleaned + prepared, she was ready for the off. We started out on the raised 
track, which is short in comparison to Beech Hurst but a good run for a 
locomotive of smaller proportions! The beauty of being first on is a clear track, 
which makes for a more enjoyable run, rather than being stopped / started too 
much. As time progressed more engines entered the raised track, 2 ‘B1’s and a 
‘Simplex’ to start with and before lunch the decision was taken to move to the 
quieter ground level and allow more space on the raised for other locomotives. 
As per 2013 when I took ‘Railmotor’ to Chelmsford, it is necessary on the ground 
level to drive laid down on ones belly because of the reach if you’re sat upright! 
This may not sound comfortable but the former ‘laid down’ position is far more 
comfortable than the latter ‘upright’ position even with a short tender to lean over. 
After a couple of laps we retired to the station loop for lunch and during this 
interlude were treated to a free air show headed for Buckingham Palace and the 
Queen’s Birthday celebrations. There were Vintage piston engine aircraft, the 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, the Red Arrows and numerous modern jets to 
name but a few that passed right overhead as we ate our salad lunch. My only 
regret is not having a camera at hand to capture some pictures of these rare 
sights. After we could eat no more, and the food was excellent I have to say, we 
returned to the track for another hour or so, taking it in turns to drive and then 
have a break to chat with some of the Chelmsford members. 
Soon enough it was time to come off and with one eye on the clock, so we could 
drive to the Lavender Line, we duly packed away and said our thanks and 
goodbyes before we headed for the road once again. Through these pages I 
must say a big thank you for the very warm welcome we received at Chelmsford 
(we always do) and for the top salad lunch provided too, which was great. I would 
like to thank them for the free air show; however this I think was more by luck 
than any judgment! 
 

The same day a group of us then visited the Lavender Line in the evening for our 
annual reciprocal visit. Coming directly from Chelmsford, Andrew S, Graham 
Miller & I arrived a little earlier and whilst waiting for those coming from Beech 
Hurst we had a look at the Class 205 (Thumper), which is currently under 
restoration and very good it is looking too! Soon after we were invited to take our 
seats in their buffet for a Sausage & Mash supper and very good that was too!  



Their resident steam 
locomotive ‘Austin I’ 
was also in steam and 
having finished off our 
apple pie & custard 
puddings we took turns 
to ride on the footplate 
or have a trip in the 
guards van to Worth 
Halt at the far end of 
their line. Despite being 
a bit cooler than of late 
it was a very pleasant 
evening and there’s 
nothing much better 

than riding down the line with the summer sun slowly setting beyond the horizon. 
By about 20:30 we’d had several trips to / fro and it was time to let the crew clean 
the engine down and then head for home. 13 of us made the trip to Isfield that 
evening and through these pages I would like to thank John Padgham and the 
locomotive crew for giving their time for us to enjoy an evening at their railway. 

Furthermore, to all our 
members who attended 
and made the evening 
possible. If you’ve not 
been to Isfield before 
then I can recommend 
it for a visit. Not the 
longest light railway but 
a very friendly one for 
sure and if you get a 
chance to sample a 
cooked breakfast on a 
Sunday morning then I 
can highly recommend 
one of these! 

(Picture Top: ‘Austin I’ in steam for our visit) 
(Picture Bottom: As with previous visits, this year I captured a ‘corny’ one too!) 
 

Finally for now, our 24 hour run was staged last weekend, 20th / 21st. Starting at 
17:00 on the Friday evening, trains ran all night, through the Saturday morning 
until the close of service at 17:00 on the Saturday afternoon – 24 hours of pretty 
much continuous operation using 13 different locomotives during that period. The 
weather was dry throughout, if perhaps a little chilly during the night (so I am 
told!) but pleasant enough on Friday evening and Saturday daytime. The night 
shift was fairly quiet (again, so I am told!) with peace only disturbed by our 
milkman delivering at about 01:30 on the Saturday morning!  



It did seem a bit weird 
turning up at the Club 
for a run as early as 
07:00 in the morning 
but probably worse for 
Dan, Graham Miller, 
Laurie, Nick and Steve 
S who had been up all 
night and kept going by 
copious amounts of 
curry the night before!  
A few early morning 
users of the park were 
probably a bit bemused 
too by the sight of the 

railway in operation at such an hour! That said, it was good fun and again 
something different to what has gone before. The mid-morning brunch of bacon & 
egg on a fried slice was very much welcome after such an early start and by the 
time it came to run for passengers it seemed like a whole day had passed!  

Of the night crew only 
Graham Miller & Steve 
S still remained, both of 
whom wisely decided to 
call it a day early in the 
afternoon for some well 
earned rest! Service 
continued through till 
about 17:20 in the end, 
due to a late influx of 
passengers, so we 
were past the 24 hour 
mark, even with a few 
short stops here and 
there during that time. 

(Picture Top: Roy Preston with ‘Europa’ driving the 10:00 slot) 
(Picture Bottom: Dave Mattingley with ‘Bantam Cock’ driving the 11:00 slot) 
Through these pages I must thank Steve S whose idea this was and for 
organising the ‘runners and riders’. Of course thanks also to all those who ran 
and actually made the ‘24 hours’ happen. This is not something you could (or 
would want to) do regularly but for a one off it was a very good laugh and an 
excuse for many to have a run when perhaps they would not have otherwise 
done so. Ideas for 2015…? 

Andrew 
A Trip to Sudan for Food Aid – Part 3 of 3 – By Norman Payne 
 
Due to page constraints, the final part of Norman’s article will now be in August. 



Forthcoming Events 
 
Into July and we have been invited to visit our friends at Colchester on Saturday 
19th. Names are now on the blackboard and I can safely say from our visit a 
couple of years ago it is a very nice set up and very friendly atmosphere too with 
damn good fish & chips for lunch! 
The following Wednesday, 23rd, we have provisionally invited Crowborough Club 
for a visit again this year following a very successful one last year on a very hot 
July Wednesday! Hopefully we can lay on something similar for them again! 
After a ‘break’ during early August, we then have a double-bill on Saturday 23rd 
with a ‘Little Engine’ special day for the 14:00 – 17:00 slot featuring many small 
locomotives not normally seen in action at Beech Hurst. That will be followed by 
our end of summer ‘Bring Your Own’ BBQ during the evening. The BBQ format is 
as per June with onions and puddings supplied as long as you bring the rest! All 
we can hope for is a better day / evening than August 2013… 
On Saturday 13th September Colchester Club have been provisionally invited to 
visit Beech Hurst. They had a very successful reciprocal visit a couple of years 
ago and hopefully it will be likewise this year. As with Chelmsford Club, we see 
many of our friends from Colchester at some of the exhibitions so it will be nice to 
welcome them to Beech Hurst to run their locomotives on our track. 
Finally for now, on Saturday 27th or Sunday 28th September, Basingstoke Club 
have been provisionally invited to visit Beech Hurst and further details for this will 
appear in the August edition. 
 
Diary of Events 
 
3rd July 2014 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

6th July 2014 – SMLS invited to Tonbridge Club 70th Anniversary Celebrations 
 

19th July 2014 – SMLS invited to visit Colchester Club from 1000 
 

23rd July 2014 – Crowborough Club invited to visit Beech Hurst – TBC 
 

7th August 2014 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

23rd August 2014 – ‘Little Engine’ Special Day 
 

23rd August 2014 – End of summer ‘Bring Your Own’ BBQ from 1800 
 

4th September 2014 – Club Night – Will start at approx. 1900 
 

13th September 2014 – Colchester Club invited to visit Beech Hurst – TBC 
 

27th / 28th September 2014 – Basingstoke Club invited to visit Beech Hurst – TBC 
 
NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check black / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 

Andrew 
 



Celebration: As part of the build up to our 60th track celebrations, the 
Mid Sussex Times kindly put together a full page article in our local 
paper to publicise the event. This included a telephone interview to 
compile the details for the report, together with a photo shoot at 
Beech Hurst the previous Saturday, some of the results of which 
appear above. Furthermore, we have also been promised an article 
in an upcoming Engineering in Miniature magazine after one of their 
contributors, John Arrowsmith, visited Beech Hurst recently and was 
keen to compile a piece about our special day and the Club in 
general. I will duly keep you informed through these pages when this 
article is published… 

Sussex Miniature Locomotive Society Ltd 
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History of The S.M.L.S.

Place No Date
A visit to our track is planned for the S.M.E.E. on the 6th May 1956
The 3rd Club Loco Trials has been set for the 24th June 1956 - mid summer's day
The 1st Day of Passanger Running & the 2nd Shovelcue, our after dark running session will be held on the 28th April 1956
A free Club Badge is to be given to every member at the time of paying their subscription

9 In Attendance Minutes of the previous Committee meeting were read & confirmed as correct then signed by the Chairman
Leonard Whittington Chairman & Treasurer The Station fence has now been completed

Ernest Brown (Father) Vice Chairman It was decided to leave the Signals as they are, 2 aspect in the station & 3 aspect at the bridge
Ron Bostel (S.R.) Secretary Major Best produced a Call On Signal for the Steaming Bay

Alf Funnell Other The date for the first passenger running day was set for the 31st March 1956

K.N.Harris Other The official start of passanger service has been set for 28th April 1956 followed by the 2nd Shovelcue, our after dark running session

Allan Killick A New Committee Member The 3rd Club Loco Trials date has been set for the 24th June 1956
Arthur Ayliffe (A.E.) Vice Chairman Mr Emett was unable to accept our offer of being our President
Jack Austen-Walton Other It was suggested to contact Mr Cranshaw, Superintendent of the Brighton Locomotive Works

Arthur R.Toone A New Committee Member
The Club had a visit from the Romford M.E. with a good assortment of loco's
The S.M.E.E. visit was well attended with a good assortment of members & loco's
A visit to our track is planned for the Maidstone Society on the 8th July 1956

7 In Attendance Apologies - Major Best (T.W.) Minutes of the previous Committee meeting were read & confirmed as correct then signed by the Chairman
Leonard Whittington Chairman & Treasurer Eric Rowland (R.C.) was Co-opted on to the Committee

Ernest Brown (Father) Vice Chairman A water supply to the Station has been installed at a cost of £20.0.0d
Ron Bostel (S.R.) Secretary The 3 aspect signal for the station has now been completed

K.N.Harris Other The Council agreed to make up the approach path to the station
Arthur Ayliffe (A.E.) Vice Chairman The Brighton & Hove Society thanked us for their visit to our Track in July 1956
Eric Rowland (R.C.) A Returning Committee Member It was agreed to order a Pick & Shovel for general use

Arthur R.Toone Other
Today is our Editor / Secretary Ron Bostel's Birthday
A visit to our track is planned for the Urmston & District Society of Manchester on the 2nd September 1956
The South London Society will possibly visit on the 2nd September 1956

A visit to our track is planned for the Croydon Society on the 16th September 1956 - the date has changed to the 30th September 1956

A visit to our track is planned for the Witney & West Oxfordshire Society (a newly formed Club) on the 16th September 1956 bringing 3 
3 1/2in Loco's
A free supper in the restaurant followed by an after dark session is planned for the 22nd September 1956 thanks to Mr Leonard 
Whittington

10 In Attendance Minutes of the previous Committee meeting were read & confirmed as correct then signed by the Chairman
Leonard Whittington Chairman & Treasurer The Council have completed the approach path to the station

Arthur Ayliffe (A.E.) Vice Chairman It was decided not to change the running of the Signals to 240 volts mains & leave it as it is running from accumulators for safety 
reasons

Ron Bostel (S.R.) Secretary A Track Marshall is to be appointed when we have visitors from other Clubs
Alf Funnell Other A date was set for the 16th February 1957 for the A.G.M. to be held in the Tea Room at Beech Hurst

Ernest Brown (Father) Vice Chairman It was agreed that the second Sunday of the month was to be set aside for club visitors coming to our track
Eric Rowland (R.C.) Other The subject of continuous braking on the train was discussed, the matter was to be looked into

Arthur R.Toone Other The construction of a Transporter was discussed & agreed to be made if the cost did not exceed £25
Major Best (T.W.) A New Committee Member

Allan Killick A New Committee Member
Harold Lovell (H.A.) Other

Information Found Names Relevant Information Notes

News Letters 
1954-62 
Bound

5 01 March 1956 Ron Bostel (S.R.) Editor Newsletter

SMLS 
Committee 

Minutes 1951-
59 Bound

16 17 March 1956

News Letters 
1954-62 
Bound

6 01 June 1956

SMLS 
Committee 

Minutes 1951-
59 Bound

18 24 November 1956

Ron Bostel (S.R.) Editor Newsletter

SMLS 
Committee 

Minutes 1951-
59 Bound

17 21 July 1956

News Letters 
1954-62 
Bound

7 22 August 1956 Ron Bostel (S.R.) Editor Newsletter
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History of The S.M.L.S.

Ron Bostel - circa 1956  Roy (Arthur) Toone - circa 1960 Allan Killick - circa 1960
(IPB-0209) (IPB-0129) (IPB-0130)

Page 18

Eric Rowlands - circa 1956 Arthur Ayliffe - circa 1953 Harold Lovell - circa 1960
(IPB-0213) (IPB-0188) (IPB-0002)
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