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A Work of Art: 'Lockdown' 
may be a strange time and 
difficult for many people, but 
what has been heartening 
are the stories of individual 
achievement. SMLS member 
Andrew Ellis has used some 
of his downtime to perfect his 
artistic skills, with a recent 
example pictured above… 

Editor



Editor's Notes 
 
The past couple of months since the April edition landed have been odd to say 
the least and through these pages I hope all members are keeping safe and well. 
At the start of 'lockdown' pretty much everything stopped for a few weeks but 
since mid-May the restrictions have been gradually lifted and it is sometimes hard 
to keep track on exactly what is and is not permitted! I am pretty sure that we are 
not out of the woods yet and hopefully another 'lockdown' will not follow this 
period of easement, after all we now know what a 'lockdown' really feels like – 
one bitten twice shy and all that! On a much more positive note are all the good 
news stories coming from 'lockdown' and in the modelling / model engineering 
world are the stories of the many projects which are now coming to fruition as a 
result of the increased time spent at home and in the workshop. It is fair to say 
that many of these projects may not have hit the bench had it not been for the 
'lockdown' – every cloud has a silver lining. Perhaps once all is said and done the 
club could host a 'Lockdown Bits & Pieces Evening' to showcase all the work that 
has been completed against the recent adversity. I am pretty sure we could fill 
the clubroom and workshop easily! Well done to all those members who have 
been productive during the past couple of months and hopefully we can share 
more of your positive experiences in future editions of the newsletter… 
Talking of newsletters, I would like to thank Mike W for continuing to produce 
'Wharfedale News' in between times and it is always an interesting read. 
The April edition of this newsletter was another bumper one and I would like to 
thank Chris S, Clive H & Ray for their contributions. 
June is a little bit slimmer but thanks to Andrew E, Chris S & Steve T for their 
contributions, along with some 'vintage' content continuing the series about the 
development of our signalling system (see pages 5 – 10). In addition to the usual 
writings, there are also pieces about recent gardening work as well as a look 
ahead to 2021 and our 70th anniversary, so please read on and enjoy, and keep 
safe in these continued challenging times… 

Andrew B 
Chairman's Notes 
 
Dear all, I hope you are all still in good shape and finding plenty to do in this 
'lockdown'. At least now you can go out and visit National Trust gardens and 
garden centres if you are not listed 'vulnerable'. I have to admit that this year, in 
spite of everything, is flying by. Where did those 16 weeks go? When Covid-19 
first made the news the concern was that it would hit so fast that the NHS would 
not be able to cope, now, four months down the line it is taking time to get it 
under control to enable us to get back to a near normal life.  
We are looking at the possibility of opening the club but at the moment in line 
with Government guidelines it is still not possible. We are looking at developing a 
risk assessment to see when it is likely that it would be safe to do so but unless 
there are some considerable changes in the Government's guidelines it is 
unlikely that it will be very soon. To keep our clubhouse, with all its soft 
furnishings, safe will be challenging. 



We can now report that the request for permission to re-roof has been submitted 
to the council for approval and confirmation that we can proceed and they have 
acknowledged receipt. We understand we do not need planning permission but 
an agreement from council and trustees that the tiles we are suggesting are an 
acceptable replacement for what is existing. The electricity cables over the 
clubhouse needed extra insulation during re-roofing and this has been completed 
so we are ready to finalise the details and go once we get approval. 
The new security system is now in place and key holders have been notified. 
I will continue to produce the 'Wharfedale News' and would like to thank all again 
for the articles they have supplied. Special thanks to Mike P and David Miles for 
continuing to produce an article every week. 
I do have to go into hospital for a few days to have a small growth removed from 
one of my kidneys so subject to all the tests that I have to go through to prove I 
am safe and free from Covid-19 I will be out of action for a short while from the 
22nd July. 
Our team of workers at the club has now increased to include a gardening team 
so my thanks now go to Andrew B, Andrew S & Tom for carrying out the security 
checks around the clubhouse on a regular basis and in addition to Andrew S, 
Dave Mattingley, Graham Miller & Mike P for doing the gardening. 
Stay safe… 

Mike W 
Don Ashton 
 
Don Ashton, well known for his knowledge and publications on locomotive valve 
gears, passed away on Easter day, just short of his 81st birthday. 
Don joined SMLS in 1966 and was also a member of the Urmston club. He 
visited us several times in the 1960s and 1970s. Don was one of our delegates 
when we joined the Northern Association and along with Syd Rowland built Joe 
Locke's 5" gauge SR 'N15' King Arthur Class 'Sir Harry Le Fise Lake'. 
An anecdote below from Chris S and one such visit to Beech Hurst by Don: 
"I remember him & Nobby setting out a valve gear design using steel sheet, pins 
and a drill, all about 5 times bigger than we'd ever need for a 5" gauge 
locomotive. It was all done in the workshop with some interesting language, loads 
of cigarettes and a look of glee when it finally seemed to work. Nobby used this 
design for many of his most successful locos and I believe Bob Youldon did too." 
Don will be a great loss to the steam building fraternity. 

Chris S & Steve T        
SMLS Back Catalogue 
 
In this time of 'lockdown' I know some of you guys are catching up on things and 
getting on with your projects or making things that could come in handy. I know 
the club library is out of bounds but I might be able to help you. I have a very 
good collection of ME's and all but a few EiM's, I have also over the years copied 
all the articles written by club members I could find. I have also collected articles 
of interest I have found in the various magazines, tools & jigs to make, 
toolmakers clamps, vice's and all sorts of other useful model engineering things. 



There are also articles on how to do things like: how to weld, how to colour 
materials, build a workshop, a bench, a loco stand and lots more. If you are 
looking for something in particular please e-mail: stevet50@btopenworld.com 
and I will see what I can find and send you a copy. 

Steve T 
Summer Work – By Andrew B 
 
Since the last edition, the club has remained closed apart from some essential 
visits to meet with contractors and more recently for two pairs of members to 
keep the gardening under control. 
The former has seen Andrew S meet numerous roofing contractors and as of a 
couple of weeks ago local firm Kaycee Roofing was selected from our shortlist. 
Depending on the permissions required from MSDC, it is hoped for the new roof, 
plus woodworm treatment, to be installed in the coming weeks before autumn. 
The latter gardening visits have seen Andrew S & Dave Mattingley, and Graham 
Miller & Mike P, take it in turns on alternate weeks to complete a couple of hours 
of 'socially distanced' gardening. Most of the overgrowth has now been dealt 
with, so just odds & sods to keep tidy in the near future. Thanks to those above 
for their efforts (picture below: The tidy area behind the clubhouse). 
Finally, Andrew S, Tom & I have continued our thrice-weekly security checks to 
ensure our assets are safe and I am pleased to report that apart from some 
general litter coming from the new residential care home we are safe & well. 
 















Work in Progress & For Sale – By Andrew B 
 
Since April, and during the continued 'lockdown', 'Work in Progress' has never 
been so good! My workshop, along with many others alike, has been busy and 4 
months in, some of the results are starting to come to fruition. My painting 
activities have continued when the atmospheric conditions have allowed and in 
fact the hot weather of 3 weeks ago provided the perfect pre-lunchtime painting 
conditions, even if it meant starting before 07:00 on many mornings! In between 
times I have been back on the 'ML7' and making a couple of new regulators. 
Based on the design used in Andrew S' 'Dougal', they are both rotating bronze 
drums with a PTFE insert used as the main seal. Unlike 'Dougal's which was 
contained in a longitudinal pipe running the length of the boiler, both of these new 
ones are removable cartridges that fit through and are then fixed under the dome 
with the actuation rod and outlet pipe connected once in the boiler. All sealed by 
'o' rings and the PTFE insert, they appear very smooth and effective. As I write 
this piece, both are nearly ready to be tested using air and then steam… 
 
For Sale: Having made a recent acquisition I am now looking to sell my 'low well' 
wagon – just not enough space for everything! Pictured below with removable 
wooden top boards and stout steel frame, I am asking £350 and any interested 
members can contact me at the e-mail on the cover page or I will sell privately… 
 

 
 



Forthcoming (including 2021) & Diary of Events – By Andrew B 
 
Given the continued Covid-19 restrictions our club activities remain 
suspended and the committee will keep members abreast of developments. At 
the time of writing the next two items in the Diary are cancelled but I have left the 
August BBQ and Scout visit which remain subject to confirmation depending on 
government advice at the time. 
In addition, I have added dates for 2021, which we agreed at the last 'virtual' 
committee meeting. Next year is our 70th and as such we would like to have a bit 
of a 'blow out'! The committee decided to commit to Diary dates as early as 
possible so members can choose if they wish to attend any of the special days in 
and around their personal social calendar. The main 'gala' weekend will be that 
over the Whitsun Bank Holiday and this may extend into the following half-term 
week but the latter is still under discussion. Our goal is to get 70 complete 
locomotives (including 'Big Boy') at Beech Hurst for Saturday 29th May 2021 – a 
logistical challenge to say the least! As such we will be calling in favours from 
members who have locomotives. More details will follow in the coming months 
but for now if you can keep that day (weekend) free it will be worth your while…!  
 
27th July 2020 – Charity Run – See details above – From 13:00 – TBC 
 
29th July 2020 – Focus Model Engineers to visit SMLS – From 10:00 – TBC 
 
29th August 2020 – Summer 'Bring Your Own' BBQ evening – From 18:00 – TBC 
 
15th September 2020 – 1st Haywards Heath Scouts to visit SMLS – Timings TBC 
 
3rd – 5th April 2021 – Easter Bunny Competition – Details TBC 
 
2nd May 2021 – Under 30's Day – Details TBC 
 
29th – 31st May 2021 – 70th Anniversary Gala Weekend – Details TBC 
 
19th June 2021 – Open Day & Mid-Summer 'Bring Your Own' BBQ – Details TBC 
 
9th – 10th July 2021 – 24-hour Run – Details TBC 
 
7th August 2021 – Teddy Bears Picnic – Details TBC 
 
28th August 2021 – Double Heading & 'Bring Your Own' BBQ – Details TBC 
 
25th September 2021 – Late Evening Run – Details TBC 
 
 

NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check white / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 


