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A Great Achievement: After 
many years of hard work and 
several months of trials and 
modifications, Dave M's new 
5" 'Britannia' locomotive ran 
very successfully at Beech 
Hurst on 21st September. A 
top quality locomotive, which 
any model engineer should 
be extremely proud of! 

Editor



Editor's Notes 
 
After a largely fine and dry start to September, the last couple of weeks of the 
month were rather changeable, meaning a somewhat disjointed end to the 2019 
running season. That said, we managed to operate on our special / visitor days, 
so all in all we have been very lucky. 4 visits in the space of 10 days kicked off a 
busy period during the middle of September with a 6-hour season finale on the 
last Saturday, which stayed dry until the last three quarters of an hour! All of 
these days are hard work but great fun to do and with regards the visits it is nice 
to open our doors to members from other clubs who can come and enjoy our 
superb facilities. In addition to the above, Dave M brought along his recently 
completed 5" gauge 'Britannia' locomotive (see cover picture) on Saturday 21st 
for a test run and she performed supremely well for nearly 6 hours during an all 
but perfect late summer's day! 
Into October and the 'changeable' theme continued with above average rainfall 
but generally mild temperatures. The wet weather has hampered some of the 
winter work but as I write these notes at the beginning of November, the track 
renewals are largely complete, truck maintenance well underway and numerous 
projects linked to our 'Winter Lights Event' also ongoing. I will detail all of these 
and more in a separate report later in this edition. 
From the August edition, I would like to thank Dan & Ray for their articles, and to 
Chris S & Sam R for submitting some of the pictorial content. 
In this edition, I shall summarise the last few weeks of the running season and 
detail the winter work, which has commenced during the past month or so. In 
addition to the usual writings there are a couple of submissions by the committee 
and an updated Diary to take us into 2020, so please read on and enjoy… 
 

Andrew B 
Chairman's Notes 
 
The operating season is well and truly finished, and we are now focusing on the 
winter maintenance as well as preparations for our 'Winter Lights Event' in 
December. Since my last Chairman's Notes, we had mixed weather in 
September and this did affect our 'Evening Run' on the last Saturday of the 
season. Despite that, we managed to have a fairly successful evening with 
various locomotives used for motive power, including a Class 66 from the 
Crawley club. I would like to thank everyone who came to help operate this 
event. Earlier on in September we had a visit from the Polegate club which went 
really well and they certainly enjoyed themselves operating our public service for 
the day, a good mix of motive power was in operation and was certainly a change 
to the normal locomotives that operate around the track. We also had a midweek 
visit from another 'Beavers' group. A fairly large number of children, along with 
their leaders, were entertained by a tour of the facilities, a demonstration of how 
a steam engine works and of course a train ride. The winter maintenance is well 
underway, with Roy doing a fantastic job turning the rail from the exit of the 
'Jungle', along part of the 'Tennis Court' straight and part between signals 2 & 3. 



He has then replaced the sleepers and repainted the top of the steelwork from 
signal 3 to signal 4, not an easy task with the weather being very wet in October. 
Graham Miller, Graham Mundy, Harry, Andrew E, Mike P, Mick R & I have been 
the main group who have helped midweek and we have been fortunate to have 
some extra help at the weekends to get the track finished. Thank you to Roy and 
everyone who has helped with the track work, it's a long-winded task but one that 
is essential. We need as much help as possible in the coming weeks, collecting 
leaves and preparing for the winter event are the two main priorities that we need 
to focus on. If you can spare a day or two it will be much appreciated. I'd like to 
say a special thank you to Val West, who is standing down as House Manager 
and Social Secretary respectably after around 30 years service. Val has worked 
hard, with the help of John, in both these roles, purchasing all general 
necessities, including tea, coffee, kitchen essentials, cleaning materials etc… and 
arranging the buffet for various events, including New Year's Day. Thank you 
again, it has been greatly appreciated. I would like to welcome Lorema Wakeling 
as our new House Manager. 

Dan 
Lockers at Beech Hurst 
 
Members who have a locker(s) at Beech Hurst are reminded that each locker 
must contain a locomotive(s) which run at least 6 times in passenger service 
during the main season, i.e. April – September. Turns at Christmas do not count 
towards the season total. Lockers should also contain long-term running 
locomotives only and those which are undergoing maintenance or which are not 
fit for passenger duties should be removed until they are ready to do so. This 
makes locker allocation fair to all members who genuinely need one. 

Committee 
Member's Visits – A Notice to all Members 
 
There has been concern that some visitors and friends running on the track have 
been allowed to do so without the member and visitors adhering to our track rules 
and risk assessments. Therefore, will all members please ensure they are 
conversant with SMLS track rules and risk assessments, and ensure that any 
visitors or friends you invite to run are also aware of these. 

Committee 
Subscriptions 
 
If you did not attend the AGM earlier this year you may not know that it was 
decided to increase the annual subscription for over-60 year olds from £5 to £10 
in line with other adult subscribers. As such, all over-18 year olds will be due to 
pay £10 for their 2020 subscription with under-18 year olds remaining at £5. 
Cash or cheque (pay 'SMLS Ltd') at the club is fine or by BACS to the following 
account is fine too: Account No: 20688428 and Sort Code: 20-49-76 adding your 
name as a reference. My address for postal subscriptions is: Mr G Miller (SMLS), 
128 Western Road, Sompting, BN15 9TY. 

Graham Miller 



Catering Manager 
 
Through these pages I am sure I speak for the whole membership in thanking Val 
West who has decided to retire as Catering / House Manager, having served 
these positions for over 30 years! BBQ Night's, Bonfire Night's, Nosh Night's and 
more recently New Year's Day Lunch's have all been catered for by Val. That is 
before visitor days and of course the day-to-day stocking of all our 'household 
essentials'. Thanks also to Val's husband John, who has assisted throughout 
those years. Looking forward and the committee have asked Lorema Wakeling if 
she will take on the role and a final big thank you to Val and to John… 

Andrew B 
Recent Visits to Beech Hurst 
 
Mid-September was a busy period for visits to Beech Hurst with 4 different clubs / 
groups coming to our track during a 10-day period. 
Starting on Saturday 7th, the Focus Model Engineers paid us a second visit for 
2019, having previously run on Wednesday 31st July. 6 of their members made 
the journey to Haywards Heath and they brought along with them the following 5" 
gauge locomotives: 'B1', '9F' and a 'Simplex'. The weather was generally cloudy 
and breezy with an odd light shower but nothing to dampen spirits. As ever, our 
guests had good runs and largely operated our 14:00 – 17:00 passenger service. 
The Focus Model Engineers are always a pleasure to have along at Beech Hurst 
and hopefully we can arrange a similar visit(s) for summer 2020. Thanks through 
these pages for their efforts on the day and to Mike P for arranging the visit. 
The following Wednesday, 11th, Crowborough club visited Beech Hurst for the 
first time since 2013. Like the previous Saturday, the day dawned cloudy and 
breezy with odd light showers forecast later on. Our guests arrived at about 09:30 
and being a non-running day they had the track to themselves for the duration. 
Together with 10 members, CLS also brought along the following steam 
locomotives: 2x 5" 'B1', 5" 'S15', 5" 'Polly', 5" 'Super Simplex' and one of the very 
best 3 ½" gauge locomotives I have ever seen in the form of an 'S15'. The first 
locomotives were on the track before 11:00 and between then and about 16:30 a 
lot of miles were covered! Unfortunately the 'Polly' developed a couple of faults 
and did not make it to the track but the remaining 5 locomotives all performed 
very well with the 3 ½" 'S15' last off just after 16:30! Not bad for a small 
locomotive which had been running for over 5 hours! After a quick clean down 
and exchanging the usual pleasantries, our guests headed for home, whilst 
Adam, Sam H & I tidied up. Overall it had been a really nice day and it was a 
pleasure to welcome Crowborough club to Beech Hurst once more. Thanks to 
Adam & Sam H for their help and the few laps Adam & I enjoyed on the beautiful 
3 ½" 'S15' capped the day off perfectly! See pictures on the next two pages 
from the visit by Crowborough and it was really nice to welcome another club to 
Beech Hurst who brought along entirely steam operated locomotives, together 
with a 3 ½" gauge locomotive too. 
 
 



 
 
Picture above: The two 'B1's from Crowborough 
 

 
 
Picture above: 'Super Simplex' passes the engine shed 



 
 
Picture above: The 3 ½" gauge 'S15' coasts down the 'Tennis Court' straight 
 

 
 
Picture above: The 5" gauge 'S15' during a 'pit stop' at the steaming bays 



The final visit of that week was held on Saturday 14th when we invited Polegate 
club for a visit to Beech Hurst. A couple of their members had popped by last 
season and then contacted SMLS to arrange a 'proper' visit. A dozen of their 
crew made the trip west and brought with them the following mix of motive power: 
5" 'Boxhill', 5" GWR '14xx', 5" 'Sweet Pea', 5" 'Simplex', 5" 'Metropolitan Growler', 
2x 5" freelance electrics and a 3 ½" 'Betty'. The weather had certainly perked up 
since the middle of that week and the Saturday was largely warm and sunny with 
just the odd incursion of fair weather cloud! The first trains were running by 11:00 
and apart from a fault with 'Betty', everything seemed to be going smoothly 
enough. Sam R also got a bonus because one of the visitors brought along a kit 
built '14xx' locomotive. Although it was a 'Kingscale' rather than a 'ModelWorks' 
version, it was a good indicator as to how Sam's 'ModelWorks' locomotive should 
perform once complete. Backed up by some of our own fleet, our guests 
continued into the afternoon with the last trains coming off just before 17:00. It 
had been a very pleasant day, if a little hectic at times, and I think it is fair to say 
that our friends from Polegate enjoyed their time with us. They said afterwards 
that it is a somewhat different level of operation to what they are used to but that 
they all had good fun nonetheless. Operationally it can sometimes be quite 
challenging on visiting days but I for one find it a nice challenge to have. Thanks 
through these pages to all those who helped during the day, including Andrew S, 
Roy P & Sam H to name but a few, and of course to Polegate who ran the 
majority of our service. See picture below and on the next two pages from the 
visit by Polegate. 
 

 
 
Picture above: Sam R enjoyed a few laps driving the '14xx' during the morning 



 
 
Picture above: 'Boxhill' approaches the clubhouse during the morning fun run 
 

 
 
Picture above: The visiting Class 35 double heading with Sam H's Class 31 



 
 
Picture above: The 'Simplex' approaching signal 2 during the afternoon service 
 

 
 
Picture above: The 'Sweet Pea' rounds the corner opposite the pneumatic point 



The fourth and final visit took place on the following Monday, 16th, when a local 
'Beaver' group came to Beech Hurst to learn about our operation and to have a 
ride. Enthusiastic to say the least, these 6-8 year olds are energetic and full of 
questions but are ultimately our future membership, so time spent now will 
hopefully prove fruitful in the future. Like the similar visit back in July, they were 
split into 3 groups, with each group shown how a steam locomotive works (I drew 
the short straw this time), taken on a tour of the clubhouse and carriage shed 
with Mike W, before a train ride with driver Dan at the controls of Adam's 'B1'. It 
was another cloudy and breezy evening but it stayed largely dry and for that we 
should be very thankful. At the end, the whole group went on the train together, 
followed the next lap by the leaders and a few parents! There was also time for a 
number of investitures (new Beaver's being enrolled) to take place at the station, 
which must be a first at Beech Hurst! I am sure I speak for the whole group in 
saying they thoroughly enjoyed their evening with us and thanks through these 
pages to Andrew S, Dan, Harry, Mike W, Nick & I who mainly helped during the 
evening, and finally to Adam for the loan of the locomotive…  

Andrew B 
Season Finale – Evening Run 
 
As per the last Saturday of our 2018 running season, the last of 2019 ended with 
an 'Evening Run' when we ran trains until 20:00. The afternoon started at 14:00 
and was quite quiet for the first hour after which there was a continuous stream of 
passengers between 15:00 – 17:00. At 17:00, I handed the Station Master 'baton' 
to Howard who took charge between 17:00 – 20:00. Like the afternoon, the first 
hour of the evening session was quite slow but gradually numbers grew and by 
18:00 there were a good few riders. This carried on until about 19:15 when rain 
basically put pay to our fun! That said, a few hardy souls carried on riding a while 
longer but it was dribs and drabs, no more. As the final few trains departed, Val 
was preparing to dish up our baked potatoes, beans and cheese supper, and 
very glad of it we all were! Once packed away and swept up, and despite the 
damp conditions outside, there was a jovial atmosphere as we dried out and 
tucked into our hard earned supper, whilst chatting about the successful day. 
Overall we carried just over 1,000 passengers during the 6-hour session, split 
almost 50:50 between the afternoon and evening. I can claim bragging rights with 
just a handful more during the afternoon but had the evening stayed dry, Howard 
would have come out on top by a country mile! Thanks to all those who helped 
out during the day and into the evening, including Val for all the lovely food and 
finally to Fraser for the photographs (see pictures on the next page). 
 
Unfortunately for us, the Sunday (our last running day) was a 'damp squib' with 
rain during the morning / lunchtime, which turned a little bit showery during the 
afternoon. We managed to run a skeleton service and carried a few dozen 
passengers but not the end to the season we might have wished for. Hopefully 
we will have better luck during 2020… 

Andrew B 
 



 
 
Picture above: Harry at the controls of the 'Growler' passes the bowls clubhouse 
 

 
 
Picture above: Steve S passes the same location whilst driving the 'V3' 



Winter Work – By Andrew B & Roy P 
 
With the 2019 running season having drawn to a close, Winter Work is now back 
for the next 4 editions and during this time I shall keep everyone abreast of the 
jobs undertaken during the winter. Already underway is a large section of rail 
turning / sleeper renewal, truck maintenance, gardening and preparations for the 
'Winter Lights Event'. Starting with the track work, Roy P has kindly submitted the 
following article, together with pictures taken during the past fortnight: 
 
Track Work this Autumn by Roy P 
 
This year, work on the track has been in two parts. The first has been turning 
both inside and outside rails from the end of the 'Jungle' to about 20% along the 
'Tennis Court' straight and from Signal 2 to near the end of the small tunnel 
cutting. It is hoped this will significantly improve adhesion along these difficult 
parts of the track. 
The second work has been the replacement of sleepers from Signal 3 to Signal 
4. Over the last couple of years, this section has progressively been showing 
'Section Occupied' on the signalling panel during wet weather. Even the 'interrupt' 
was at times unable to overcome the problem. Graham Mundy improved the 
situation by increasing the current in the track circuit but still the problem existed, 
albeit not quite as bad. Tests on a couple of sleepers removed from this section 
showed the surface resistance of the top couple of millimetres was too low when 
they were wet. These sleepers were the last batch made of pine and treated with 
creosote substitute. All the evidence showed the problem was a growing 
conductivity of the top surface when it absorbed water. I decided that the solution 
was to replace all the sleepers. 
We have now completed the replacement but it took longer than anticipated 
because we had to clean, re-prime and paint the steelwork. This was partly 
because the creosote had dissolved the bitumen paint and even weakened the 
primer. Also, to avoid leaving the rails both unsupported and potentially 
vulnerable, the process was undertaken in two stages. First was to remove all 
sleepers having M5 bolts, clean and re-paint the steelwork, and then replace the 
sleepers with ones made of Siberian Larch. The second stage was to go through 
the same process with the intermediate sleepers. In all about 1000 sleepers were 
changed (see pictures on the next two pages – thanks to Mike W picture top). 
This Autumn has seen more than the usual loss of time due to rain and the 
cutting up to the tunnel is now a quagmire making work particularly difficult. 
Nevertheless, I would like to thank all those who have helped over the last five 
weeks, including: Graham Miller, Mick Robinson, Mike Porter, John Green, 
Graham Mundy, Andrew Ellis, John Baldwin, Harry Shopland, Sam Hope, Daniel 
Evans, Nick Edwards, David Hartfield, Steve Steer, Andrew Strongitharm, Mike 
Wakeling, Sam Ridley, Fraser Hay & Tom Broome. Thanks also to Geoff West 
who at the last minute punched and drilled some 350 new sleepers with the aid of 
Chris Saunders & Steve Turner. 
 



 
 
Picture above: The track team on Sunday 27th October take a tea / biscuit break 
 

 
 
Picture above: The finished section of track with new sleepers towards signal 3 



 
 
Picture above: And looking up the cutting towards signal 4, and the quagmire 
 
Inside, truck maintenance has started and with thanks to Sam H & Sam R I 
checked all of our serviceable vehicles during the first weekend of the closed 
season. A list of jobs was subsequently drawn up and at the time of writing most 
of these requirements have been completed. Bearing changes make up the 
'lion's share' of the time with other smaller jobs too, including one axle end 
replacement, which had worn down a few thou' below the size of the bearing 
bore. Most bearings are a good press fit on the axles; however some of the older 
axles require a dose of Loctite 641 to help keep them fixed. When they become 
too worn, I turn down the end of the axle, press and Loctite a sleeve over the end 
and turn a new diameter between centres (see picture on the next page top). 
This is rare but does occasionally need doing. In addition, Sam H & Sam R have 
spent time cleaning & polishing the truck seats and these are now stowed in the 
station ready for our 'Winter Lights Event' in mid-December. 
Both inside and out, a start has been made with our preparations for the 'Winter 
Lights Event'. Electrical boxes and wiring, a framework for the net lights and 
tidying of cuttings around the backfield are all in progress. Steve S & Mike W are 
in the lead with these tasks, together with odd 'cameo' appearances from other 
members as circumstances require (see picture on the next page bottom). 
Outside, general gardening and the aforementioned tidying of the cuttings are 
work in progress and will continue in the run up to our event in mid-December. 
Andrew S & Nick have spent time clearing the cuttings, assisted by Mike W, Sam 
H, Sam R & I. Quite a few leaves are now falling and these will be dealt with in 
the coming weeks, so we are kept nice and tidy. 



 
 
Picture above: The outer axle from truck 'B4' is held between centres for turning 
 

 
 
Picture above: Andrew S wiring up one of the electrical boxes for the lights 



Work in Progress 
 
Since my last piece in the June edition, I have to admit to not making much 
progress with the tanker project. The two sit on their wheels and await final fitting 
of the brake gear, which has largely been fabricated. The tricky task of bending 
the 'V' irons around the outer channel section has been putting me off and I am 
guilty as charged to have allowed this to stall the project. In the meantime, I have 
been busy making repairs and improvements to an 'SR' 'Pill Box' guard's van. 
Originally built by a model engineer in the Midlands, the van is in need of tidying 
up and a repaint, and I will base it on the preserved example 55993, which is 
located at Horsted Keynes (Bluebell Railway). Current work includes making new 
running and step boards along with the 'L' irons used to support these boards off 
the chassis. The wheels are set in my ML7 lathe ready to be re-profiled and the 
brake shoes have been removed in readiness for correct re-fitting. Thick plates 
will then be added to bring the scale weight nearer to the correct 38lb. Once 
complete, a re-paint will follow and hopefully at this point the tanker wagons will 
receive the same treatment! All in time for the 2020 running season…? 

Andrew B 
Forthcoming & Diary of Events – By Andrew B 
 
Names are still required for our 'Winter Lights Event' in December, particularly on 
the Friday evening. A list is on the whiteboard in the clubhouse and do add your 
name for the day(s) you can commit to in the duty(duties) you are able to cover. It 
is necessary to make sure all turns are covered and in addition there is likely to 
be a call for volunteers to help set up / tidy up during the weekends prior to this, 
so please keep an eye out at the club for details of these dates. 
Looking into 2020 and our New Year's Day Fun Run + Lunch have now been 
pencilled in. A list will be on the whiteboard shortly, so if you would like to attend 
and be duly fed + watered then please add your name to this list in good time. 
Finally for now, we have agreed to exhibit at the Alexandra Palace LMEE in 
January 2020. The proposed line-up of 'BR Standard' locomotives and a working 
turntable are progressing and as I type, final permissions are being sought and 
stand designs drawn up. This concept is logistically complicated both from our 
end and potentially for Meridienne Exhibitions who might need to accommodate a 
larger stand. If the idea comes to fruition it should look great and will be our first 
'interactive' display. More details to follow in the December news… 
I shall keep the Diary updated in the next edition, together with reports & pictures 
from some of the items listed below. 
 

13th – 16th December 2019 – 'Winter Lights Event' – See details above 
 

1st January 2020 – New Year's Day Fun Run + Lunch – Will start from 10:00 
 

16th – 19th January 2020 – SMLS to exhibit at Alexandra Palace – See above 
 

NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check white / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 


