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‘Santa Express’: Complete 
with decoration & headboard, 
‘Wharfedale’ is posed during 
an evening photo shoot at 
the station on the Saturday 
of the recent ‘Santa Special’ 
weekend. A report about this 
event and three pages of 
‘pictorial interlude’ can be 
found inside this edition…  

    Editor 



Editor’s Notes 
 
As I sit and write these notes, the UK is once again in the grip of an ex-tropical 
storm and it is mild and very windy outside albeit dry at present. That description 
closely sums up the weather for the previous couple of months with hardly a frost 
to speak of and an almost continual mild air flow. If you have avoided the rain 
then it has been pleasant enough but do spare a thought for those living in 
Cumbria and Lancashire, for as I write this, another Met Office red warning has 
been issued for rain and with it the prospect of widespread flooding and danger 
to life! We should consider ourselves rather fortunate down south that for the 
most part we have missed much of the rainfall this autumn as those up country 
suffer its worst effects during what should be a happy time of year – Christmas!  
As we approach the year end, I think it is safe to say that 2015 has been pretty 
average in most respects. The Club as a whole looks very similar to that at the 
start of the year, except everyone is another year older! At times we have 
muddled through when days have been tight but every cloud has a silver lining 
and there is the distinct prospect during 2016 to see more steam locos on the 
track at Beech Hurst – let’s hope so! 
From the October edition, I would like to thank Chris, John B & Roy P for their 
respective articles. 
This time round I have kept it fairly simple with updates on social events and 
winter work from the past couple of months, along with all the usual writings and 
a short piece about Pat Simmins, so because this edition is due for release on 
New Year’s Day, I wish you all the best for 2016…! 

Andrew 
Chairman’s Notes 
 
Well, here we are at the end of another year. Where did 2015 go? 
It was another good year for the Club with reasonable weather and slightly above 
recent average takings for the season. 
The winter work is well in hand, leaves under control, and the track more or less 
finished and serviceable again. A good effort by all concerned and thanks to all 
the hard workers who keep the Club in good order. 
This December we trialled a ‘Santa Special’ weekend, which came about 
primarily to support the new café in the park, called ‘Bella’s Pantry’. The lady 
owner has been kind to us through the season, passing on lots of cakes and 
pastries! So, when she put forward the plan to do something ‘Santa’ we agreed to 
help. No doubt a report will be in the news. Thanks to those involved in this new 
experience! The response was very enthusiastic and if this event takes place 
next year, we will have better preparation with the knowledge gained from this 
year’s efforts! 
I would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas, and a healthy, happy New 
Year too! 
Our Club decorations are up for the festive season to take us into 2016. Hope to 
see you at our New Year’s Day get together. Best Wishes to all. 

Mike 



Pat Simmins 
 
As mentioned in the October edition, Pat passed away on 3rd November the day 
after her 92nd Birthday. Her funeral took place at Worth Crematorium on 
Thursday 26th November and was very well attended by family and friends alike. 
Pat grew up and lived in Haywards Heath for her whole life. She attended a local 
primary school, however in those days there were no secondary schools in town, 
so Pat travelled to Hove on the then modern electric trains to complete schooling. 
Following education, she then worked in town for the Post Office, Barclays Bank 
and as a Registrar in the Births, Deaths & Marriages office. Pat married Dick just 
after the War and they bought a house at the bottom of Mill Green Road, which 
fronted the main railway line. A house she lived in for the rest of her life. Apart 
from travelling the length and breadth of the UK, Dick & Pat also spent many 
hours volunteering for the National Trust, in particular at Nymans Gardens where 
they were guides. After Dick died, Pat continued to live independently at home 
and through Enid Marten & I also kept in touch with Beech Hurst. Enid would 
often take Pat out for the day and I would visit when I could, often to deliver the 
latest newsletter! Pat was a lovely lady who you could easily talk to and who 
would always offer a cup of tea and a slice of cake if I popped by. Furthermore, 
she knew a lot about Haywards Heath and to learn so much from someone who 
had grown up and lived in the town for all that time was a real privilege. 

Andrew 
Recent Social Events 
 
Bonfire Night on 7th November was again very well attended and had it not been 
for the morning deluge of rain then it would have been a perfect day! As it turned 
out we were confined to the clubhouse for the morning, caged by the rain, and 
bonfire preparation proper could only begin after lunch. Our thoughts of building 
something in particular were hampered by this lack of preparation time and 
therefore a hastily arranged construction of something which resembled really 
nothing in particular began. The best our 2015 effort could be described as was a 
kind of enclosed ‘kiln’ although without a proper chimney! Now there’s a thought 
for 2016 – a proper chimney!  The main body of the fire was about 12 foot square 
however and with much tree wood backing it up, a decent quantity if nothing else. 
Not quite on the scale of the aeroplane or 30 foot boat from years back though! 
As darkness fell, so we were ready to light the fire and preparations for the food 
and fireworks were underway too. The list on the board suggested mid-30’s for 
numbers and as it turned out that was not far wrong. The fire was duly lit at 18:00 
and aided by a breeze and 10 pints of accelerant soon caught hold! The only 
downside was that the construction with supporting timbers was so strong that 
the material inside had burnt through before the outside tree cuttings fell in! 
Nothing that a couple of pitch-forks and some heavy lifting couldn’t cure though! 
After about ½ hour or so, food was ready and most people went inside to eat, 
whilst a couple of us stayed outside to lump more wood onto the fire. As usual 
Val & John had been busy preparing potatoes, beans and cheese for everyone 
and every year this is a welcome boost at the end of what is normally a hard day! 



Follow this with pies (and a special cake made by Tom’s Mum) and we were all 
well fed and watered, and ready for the fireworks to follow. This year’s haul 
totalled nearly £400 and for that we could deliver a 20 minute or so display with 
brief interludes as the next firework was primed ready to go! Over the years we 
have tried to refine the process and as such we now tend to buy more ‘cakes’ 
rather than ‘rockets’. The advantage of the ‘cake’ firework is that once lit you can 
sit back and enjoy anything up to 3 minutes of action in one go. Just a pity they 
don’t sell bigger calibre ones to ‘Joe Public’! 
Through these pages I would like to thank everyone who helped to build our 
bonfire and in particular to Andrew S, Enid, Geoff & I for donations of wood and 
delivery, also to Val & John for the food and of course to everyone else who 
attended to make this another very successful evening… 
After a relative break during November, the first weekend of December had been 
set aside for a ‘Santa Special’ trial in conjunction with Joanna at ‘Bella’s Pantry’. 
Firstly, apologies this event did not make the October edition, however a final 
decision to go forward was not made until our November Committee on the 21st. 
Joanna had approached us to see if we would be willing to partake in such an 
event in support of Cancer Research UK. We duly agreed and preparations were 
then made as to how this would work. The original idea was scaled back from 3 
consecutive weekends to just the first one in December due to the lack of 
available ‘Santa’s’, who strangely enough get very booked up this time of year! 
The final format involved a train ride to / from Santa and cake decoration / mulled 
wine and mince pies in the café thereafter. Due to track work we agreed to 
operate from the corner by the bowls clubhouse to our station (the ‘Grotto’!) and 
back via the short tunnel – a little under a whole circuit in total. A temporary 
‘terminus’ would be constructed by the bowls clubhouse to load / unload 
passengers. A single train consisting of 4 or 5 carriages with an engine at each 
end would then shuttle to / fro as required. Given that Joanna only advertised this 
event a couple of weeks prior to the weekend itself, she got a very good 
response and over 40 families (more than 120 actual people) signed up. She and 
her husband Jake were apparently still wrapping gifts in the early hours of the 
Saturday morning and when they arrived to set up looked thoroughly shattered! 
Despite the forecast, the weekend itself turned out to be ok. Both days were dull, 
mild and windy with just a little light drizzle but not the heavy rain that had been 
forecast – we were all very fortunate! With the station(s) decorated and the café 
too, everything was in place. The Saturday train was hauled by our Class ‘73’ 
and ‘Wharfedale’, and the Sunday train by Graham’s Class ‘33’ and ‘Wharfedale’. 
Each family had a booked time slot and this seemed to work quite well. Along 
with those who had booked places we also took some ad-hoc rides each day and 
for the most part the train was shuttling to / fro much of the time. Overall it was a 
very successful weekend, well patronised and generally very smooth, although 
there are some ideas to take forward to 2016 if we repeat this once again. It was 
also quite hard on staffing but many members put in 2 good days at the Club to 
pull it off and thanks to everyone before, during and afterwards who helped out in 
any small way they could. And of the ‘Santa’s’ you ask? Well special thanks to 
Mike W (Saturday) & Howard (Sunday) – need I say more (see pictures below)! 



 
Picture Top: The temporary station by the Bowls Club ready for the first passengers 
Picture Middle: Our normal station building having been decorated inside and out 
Picture Bottom: ‘Saturday Santa’ is ready for the off, nice and cosy inside the station 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Picture Top: The first train on the Saturday was busy and headed by our Class 73 
Picture Middle: The café looking very pretty on the Saturday evening 
Picture Bottom: After a quick disinfect, the beard is made ready for the ‘Sunday Santa’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Picture Top: The ‘Sunday Santa’ 
Picture Middle: One of the Sunday trains, again very busy and headed by ‘Wharfedale’ 
Picture Bottom: The Sunday team, also add Graham Miller, Lorema, Nick & Roy P 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Winter Work 
 
Since the October edition, Roy P has pretty much finished the section of track 
from the steaming bays round to the gradient post on the back straight. During 
November, he and Graham Miller have finished most of the bonding, levelling 
and pinning, and have re-laid the track on the steaming bay transporter. Final 
adjustments will then need to follow prior to the running season itself and I am 
certainly looking forward to ‘test driving’ this new section on New Year’s Day. The 
pictures I put in the news don’t really tell the whole story and thanks of course to 
everyone who has helped Roy since September to complete a very long section! 
The Truck Department has had a relatively quiet start to the winter with Andrew S 
& I working on the bridge for the first few weeks, putting pay to any truck 
maintenance. However, during the past few weeks we have been through and 
checked each truck for bearing and brake wear, along with other anomalies along 
the way. Aside a couple of brake pads and 8 wheel sets, the bearings are all 
good and whether it is by luck or judgement, but none of the ‘new’ bogies have a 
single problematic axle. I rather hope it is the latter because if they prove to be 
this reliable then the 12 new bogie frames we have welded up will be very 
suitable replacements for some of our existing ‘old’ bogies. Between now and 
Easter we plan to make good any issues that exist on our current fleet as well as 
put together the 12 new bogies. These 12 will be partial replacements for some 
of existing old bogies; however total replacement is not easy because this 
requires all the brake mechanisms to be moved inwards on the driving trucks, 
which is by no means an easy task! We’ll start with the middle trucks first I think! 
On the operational theme, Peter C & Graham Mundy have spent the past few 
weeks stripping, checking and cleaning our 2 Club electric locomotives. During 
this procedure last year they found a loose wheel, however despite a lot of use 
during 2015, no such problems this winter! They have also started to replace a 
shredded gear wheel on Ian’s Class 37, which is of a similar construction to our 
electric locomotives and something both Peter & Graham are used to working on. 
Also inside, Mike W & Roy P spent a couple of weekends making preparations 
for the ‘Santa Specials’. Helped by Graham Miller, Nick & Steve S, they 
fabricated the temporary platform sections to be used by the bowls clubhouse, 
along with a number of other sundry items to be used at both the temporary and 
normal stations. In addition, Dan, Mike W & Roy P were also around the week 
before that weekend to ensure Jake and Joanna had time to bring everything 
they needed to decorate the café and our station building too. 
Outside, the leaf clearance has continued apace with several areas of the track 
subject to attention each weekend. The main ‘fall’ is now pretty much over, 
however the remaining leaves on the ground will be collected over the next few 
weeks to keep the areas around the clubhouse and track looking spic ‘n’ span! 
We have also recently acquired a mobile petrol water jet cleaner to help keep the 
pathways and patios free from fungus and growth. Mike P & Steve S have both 
used the machine in recent weeks and it should make this task easier and safer 
without the need to trail a 240v cable when in an area away from the buildings. 
An update on Winter Work will continue in February (latest pictures see below). 



 
Picture Top: The completed track section stretching away towards the back straight 
Picture Middle: Truck work underway with a set of ‘Pullman’ coaches being checked 
Picture Bottom: Leaf collection on the ‘bowling green’ straight a fortnight ago 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subscriptions 
 
With Graham Miller taking over from me as Treasurer, Graham will be 
responsible for collecting your subscription monies at the start of 2016. In line 
with the continued low inflation, 2016 rates have been kept on a par with those in 
2015, meaning that under-18’s and over-60’s pay only £5, whilst those of us in 
between are £10! This still represents very good value over the course of the 
year at the tiny cost of 1.36p or 2.72p per day respectively! Cash in hand at the 
Club is fine or cheques payable to SMLS Ltd are equally fine too. If, however, 
you operate in the modern era then a BACS money transfer direct to our 
Barclays account makes life even easier! If you wish to join the half a dozen or so 
members who currently pay this way then please send your sub’ to the following: 
Account No: 20688428 with Sort Code: 20-49-76 adding your name for 
reference. The BACS route is quite secure! For all postal payments please send 
to: Mr G Miller (SMLS), 128 Western Road, Sompting, BN15 9TY.  

Andrew 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Further to the October edition, John B has now confirmed models and names for 
our display at the Alexandra Palace show. We hope to take a nice variety of 
models to this exhibition, which represent a good mix of what our Club is about. 
At the present time I have yet to receive final confirmation with regards to the 
Model World show at Brighton. Our place has been booked and I am waiting for 
the paperwork to follow indicating our stand size and location. Final plans can 
then be drawn up as to what we can take. A list of names will appear on the white 
board shortly, once I receive the pack from the organisers. 
Finally for now, I have put a provisional date in for our AGM in March. Final 
confirmation of this date and the relevant paperwork will be distributed towards 
the end of January. In addition to this, and assuming the date does not change, 
we have agreed to hold a Bits ‘n’ Pieces evening after the AGM itself. Dave 
Mattingley suggested this idea and we thought it would be as good a date as any. 
Therefore, if you have any Bits ‘n’ Pieces pertaining to model engineering, 
railways or general interest then do bring them along and all items will be 
gratefully received! We will not be forming a list prior to day itself, so anything 
brought along will be a surprise to all! 

Andrew 
Diary of Events 
 

15th – 17th January 2016 – SMLS to display at Alexandra Palace Exhibition 
 

19th – 21st February 2016 – SMLS to display at Model World, Brighton 
 

5th March 2016 – Provisional Date for SMLS AGM – official paperwork to follow 
 

5th March 2016 – Provisional Date for Bits ‘n’ Pieces Evening – see above 
 

NB. Certain events may be organised at short notice and will not therefore 
appear in the newsletter. Please check white / notice boards in the clubhouse for 
details of such events. 




